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fast closing on the hoary heights of our Christendon. The su inay now se<m
setting in an angry sky, and ail around the horizon thc clouds may be rising
black and lurid, and tuder their bosotns nay lie asleep the tempest which is to
burst on the nations. There may be only 4he accidental twinkle of the star
of truth glimmering through the thickenin¿; gloom. Ail this and much more

nay be ; but, with the BblOe in our hands, we are called upon-nay, we are
warranted in rising up in stronger faith and saying, " Came, thou Almighty
SMiour, in the infiinite synpathiei of Thy bo.axdless conpasion ; cone, thon
Spjrit of Grace, in the plenitude and ove. !!ow of thy soul-quickening and soul
reviving influence." Let the blightiig of our once fondly-cherished hopes,
t need be, and the retardati..n (f our once fondly cherished prospects, be to

ns and to ail believers throughout the world but the preparation for that night
of storm which may be noiv so omoinsly broodin over the nations i and when
the ý,loom is thickest, and the tempest of human passion loudest, and the rage
'f Satan-who is coming down with great wralth because his time is short-is
fiercest, may ours be the faith whieh my disîcerni e% en in all this wvhat are the

gas and presages of thathallowed morn which shall chase away the long dark
mîght of ages, heralding the coming of Him whose coming shall be in the
glory of Ris kingdom. And thtîx will be the dawning of mîillennia.l glory
.and amîidst the jubilee of the once gr,.mnAg bat now regulated universe-by
ways eye hath iot seen, ear hath nout hearJ, and the imagination of man hath
nîr couceived-will bc realized that bright and glqrious consummîxation of the
ighings and longings and aspirations and desire: of the Church militant

througho&ut all ages of time, and in ail regions of the world. ( Loud cheers.)

HO-ME MISSION-PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.

The mission field, in local extent, nay be regarded as co-extensive with tho
Presbytery, the vacanicies and stations not being contined to any paiticular sec-
tion, but scatered ov.ec ihe whol portion of the country enclosed by the Ples-
bytery's boind. This portion of country comprelhends the peninsula lying
between the south-east end of Lake Huron. and Lake Erie. Considering a
line drawn from P.ort Brewster on Lake Huron te Port Burwell on aj e Erie,
considerably curved towards the east, as forming the base of the Peninsula,
and also the eastern bound of the Presbytery, the greatest breadth of country
will be about 70 miles, and the greatest length about 120. This portion of
westçrn Canada cannot be reckoned new, as compared with the country ou
the northerri shores of fHu:on ; yet, parts of it are of butrecent settlement,

Ind are constantly receiving increase to their population, by the coming in of
iniditdual settlers. It is intersected fro.n west to east by t.hree main roade ;
Talbot St., the Chatham stage .road, and íþe Saruin road, which alse in the
order now mentioned, represent, in regard to time, the order of Settlement.
Much of the country through which the first of these runs, and which lies along
the shore of Lake Erie has been inhabited fromn 35 te 50 years ; along the
second, the age of the settlements may average from 25 to 35 years ; while
adjoining the third the c. -ntry is a few years newer. The three lines of rail-
road, the Great W'estern main line to Windsor, and its branch line te Sarnia,
both passing through the centre of the country, and the Grand Trunk running
:Jong its north side, further intersect it, and have occasioned tme formation of

several more recent settlements, chiefly in the forma of rinall villages.
As might be expected frox the above description of tbe country, the mission

work ôr the Presbytery, notwithstanding the gradual increase of pastors, :s
rather increasing than diminishing. From the filling up of the newer town-
sh ps with agricnttv'a! set tiers ; the fora.tion of communities of a commercial


