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5t important to intveduce the positive needlo first,
and the negative ofterwards, inasmuch as the
former Uecomes so firmly glued to the tissucs
after the current Las commenced to sch, that it
is very difficult to push it forwards.

Groh considus tho following to be the advan-
tayes of clectrolyuis.  Very cxtensive tumours
uay by its aid Le dutioyed without the loss ofa
drop’of blood ; which is of great importanco in
cnses where theru is great prostration of strength,
In tlnce of his paticnts, the use of clectrolysia
enablud Lim to do without resection of the lower
jaw, which otherwise would have Leen uecessary,
und would have given riso to great distigurement.
Tn o case of cancer of the rectum, where subcuta-
ncous injection of morphis produced only slight
and towporary reliof of the intenso pain, and
where there was a raost offensive smell from the
ulceration, both smell and pain disappeared after
the fisst clectrolylic application. In a case of
epithelionia of tho lip, where the right submaxil-
Jary gland was wonsiderably swollen, this swell-
ing wes dispersed a fow days after ono clectroly-
sis. Timally sl cases progressed favoumbly,
without auy bed accidents. The pain never con-
tinued Leyond tho application itsclf ; there was
only stight lcenl and genernl reaction ; the cachars
which had been formed were mpidly throvn off,
there wis copicus granulation, and such an
amount of cicatricial contraction as to cover the
loss of substance caused by the removal of the
growth.

The drawbacks of eclectrolysis are thic follow-
ing. The Lattgries are expensive; it is not al-
~ways easy to introduce the needles 5o as to destroy
s mush as possible in the shortest time ; where
extensive tumours arc to be destroyed the appli-
cations must be frequently repeated or prolonged
for a considerable time. Groh thinks that sur-
geons will gradually find special indications for
electrolysis ns for any other operative r1ocedures.
“Where the knife iy the mofe simple instrument,

" and equally devoid of danger, they will not think
of resorting to electrolysis, but will ouly use the
Iatter where it either appears to offer special ad-]
vantages, or where no other means cun be em-
ployed. .

The author has described all the enses which
he has'thus treated, and brought then into two
classes, viz.,, first, whersa poweful current is
used for a short tim- ; and, secondly, wherés
gentle current was used for a prolonged period.

1, Ten cases of pevus; all cured Groh
thinks electrolysis, from the sbsence of danger,
end the avoidance of Llieding and disfigurement,
preferable to any other o} vration hitherto devised
for nevus,  Two cases oo lupus; four cazes of
sarcoms, cured ; eighwia cilis of cancer, chiefly
epitheliomatia of the Lj, t_lteen cured, two im-
proved, in two no Teoulls, cue death. In these
cases it is necessary to Custroy not only the

- growth itself but alsv it Luzt neighbouthood,, in
“order to avoid subseyicui ifection. "In some of
these cases, only onc, i cliers two or more ap-
” plications were nec~wy. In one case there
was not only ulcerativa of the lower lip, but also
of the whole chin ; tuv cuivesponding part of the
Jower jaw ‘was covesui v.ith detritus: some teeth

had fallen out, and those remaining were 50 Joose
thaj they could bo extracted by the finger. Both
submaxillary glands were engorged.  Four appli-
cations were sufficient to produce destruction of
the tumour, which was followed by good cicatri-
zation. . !

2. Prolonged clectrolysis with a fecble but per-
fectly constant current, such asis produced by
Daniell's battery, does not necessitate the admin-
istration of chloroform, and causes bardly any
pain at all. A tumour of any sizo may bo de-
stroyed by this procceding. The author reclates
threo cases ; one of myxosarcomn of the left leg,
of the sizo of a child’s head, in which the current
was mado to act from Jan. 27 to Feb, 13 ; sup-
puration supervencd, and tho patient was dis-
charged cured on April 15 :, another case of osteo-
sarcomn of the right thigh, larger than a child's
liead, which also yiclded, although not so rapidly,
o8 soveral relapecs took placo; and a secondary
cancerous tumour of tho mamma, which was
quickly removed.
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* PELVIO CELLULITIS.

Dr. Bartholow reports tho following caso: A
lady six months after marrisge, the menstrual
flow kaving besn absent for six weeks, was taken
with violent hemorrhage, for which vagi a1 in-
jections of ico-water wero advised by her attend-
ing physician. Almost immediately after taking
the injection she was seized with violent pelvic
pain, which was soon followed by symptoms of
peritonitin.  She became very ill, and continued
so for two months. Suppuration was supposed
to have followed the pelvic peritonitia or cellu-
litis, for she discharged, per rectum, an ounce-or
two of puralent matter with marked relief to the
symptoms. A cure, however, did not follow.
Ske had frequent attacks of pain, with some
febrile movement, followed by a discharge of a
more or less purulent matter. She continted in
this state for seversl years, never in good health,
but not confined to_ the house. ‘When she came
under my observation, in September last, she was
passing several times daily, about a tablespoonful
of purulent matter. She was®emaciated, feeble,
and had a countenance strongly indicative of sup-
puration. I ascertained the existence of a turaor
of consziderable volume in the left iliac region.
It could be felt distinctly over the pelvic brim,
and projected downward almost to the floor of the
pelvia It was distinctly fluctuating. I regard-
ed the case as one of chronic pelvio abscess which
had never been thoroughly emptied. The fre-
quent recurrence of pain and soreness, followed
by discharge, indicated resccumulation of the
pus. It seemed to me that the opening into the
rectum was not in a situation to effect complete
evacuation of the pus; therefore I proposed to
puncture the abscess through the vaginal roof, so
as o permit drainage from the most dependernt
part of the sac. This was assented to, and with
the aspirator I drew off about a half pint of fetid
pus; thus confirming my diagnosis. Hoping
that zimple evacuation of the sas would be suffi-

cient, I withdrew the canula. Unfortunately s

violent attack of scpticemia followed, and X al--
most despaired of the lifo of my patient. Tho-
sso filled sgnin. At the expiration of three-
months I again tapped the abscess with & long
curved trocar, and pormitted the canula to re-
main in, fastened by a tape passed through the

eyclet and attached to a band passing around the

woist. A rtubber tubing provided with a stop-

cock was atlached to the canula, and X was thus

enabled to wash out the sa¢ and inject medicated

fluids, by means of the pump of the aspirator.

This arrangement worked very bappily for a

time. I washed out tho sac daily, and injected

solutions of iodine. Theso solutions were in-

creased in strength until ~¢ last X waa able to in-

joct the officinal tincture of iodine. Collapse of

tho sac followed, and matter after & time ceased

to bo produced.  Whilst I was dcbeting as to the

propricty of removing tho canuls, it ono day slip-

ped out and I was unablo to reintroduce it. 'Bab-

soquently I mado an attempt to introduce a sclf-

retaining canuls, but the sac had so diminishod

in sizo that X found it impracticable. Since the

abscces has boen cvacuated, my patient has guin~
ed in ‘weight, has a good appetite, and appesm,,
iadeed, to be rocovering permancatly.

This caso taught me the danger of interference
with such an abacess without making provision
for’ permanent drainage. Violent scpticemic:
fever followed tho first tapping of the eac, but
when, after the sccond operation, & cinula was
retained, no constitutional disturbance occurred.
The safety and advantages with which drsinsge-
tubes may bo inserted and retdined in cavilics
have been repeatedly exhibited in empyema and
hydrothorax. The utility of washing out retain-
ed fluids, and of injecting Thedicated solutions,
has also been abundantly demonstrated in the
same cases.—C'% Academy of Medicine,
(Ths Clinic). -

MATERIA MEDICA. -

ON THE ACTION OF CALOMEL

In a paper read before the Royal Medico-Phy-
gical Academy of Florenco, and published in Lo
Sperimentals for June, Dr. R. Bellina, professor
of experimental toxicology in the Royal Institu-
tion of Florence, examines elsborately the change
which calomel may undergo when taken' into the
mouth, or applied externally or hypodermically.
He sums up his results in the following conclu-
sions. ’

1. Calomel ingested during fasting is convert-
ed, in very small proportion in the stomach, in 2
much larger proportion in the small intestines,
into & soluble compound of mercury. 7 R

2."This change is produced in the sjomach by
the alkaline chlorides and Inctic acid; in. the-
small intestine by the alkaline carbonates of the
enteric juices. - ] .

S, In suckling women, in whom the large in-
testine does not lodge sulphydric gas, s.soluble
mercurial compound ‘is formed in the lowest
tracts by the action of the Iactic acid and chloride’
of ammonium, which are thero present; but. in

non-suckling women, where this gas is present,
sulphide of mercury is formod. v



