
INTERNATIONAL STUDY OF CARCINOMA.

Jenner, Hafikine, Lister, Pasteur and IKoch, who will do their
good share in blotting out preventable diseuses.

Surgery lias not been idle and bas contributed its liberal
part toward reducig the deatl-rate and diminishing humani
suffering. Based on the teacliings of iPasteur and Lister, a
system of aseptie and autiseptic precautions bas been gradu-
ally perfected, whichi is now in force wherever modern surger
is practised, andl which has been the imeans of abnost entirely
elimin ating froi wounid complications the disastrons affec-
tions due to infection, anid lias greatly increased the range of
operative proceduros. Primary healing of wounds is now
the rule, instead of the exception, as was the case only a quar-
ter of a century ago. Hospital ganîgrene, the bla& k monster
of mîilitary and civil hospitals less than half a century ago,
lias disappeared from the face of the earth never to return.
Erysipelas aiid pyemia la ve become pathologie curiosities.
Scondary hemorhage, sich a frequent and dangerous occur-
ence formerly, seldom now disturbs the peace of muid of the

o Dperatig surgeon since he has come in possession of the asep-
tic absorbahble l igaturc.

CaucIIoM A MYs-rERIY.

There is onie dark chapter in surigey to whicl I w'ish to cal
your attentioi on this occasion, aiid in which I desire to enlist
the interest of the niedical profession throughbont the entire
world-it. is carcinoma.It is an old, old subject, which lias
iiterest( the profession for centuries atnd, which, notwith-
stanlding the prodigious efforts which have been made to solve
tle nmystery of its real cause aud nature, remains unexplained.
Carcinoma is so common, and, accordi ng to recent statistics,
inquestionablv on tie increase that it behooves our profession
Io make lse of every possible means aid avenue to discover
its real. cause and nature, and, having accomplished this, to
open up the way for its prevenition and m1ore successful treat-
ment.

'he preva,îleince of this disease, its releniless course and
obstinacy to all knîown methods of treatient surround it with
the glooin of fear and hopelessness to thie public. Ly hearsay
and observatioli flie iliasses of the people are firmly impressed
w ith the. idea that carcinona is a fatal diseuse, aud when such
a diagnosis is imade it is regarded as a death sentence. The
medical profession is equally aware of the pahrful fact that in
the great majority of patients aflicted witl this disease it
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