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similar thing happen if we teach that aseptic methods ave to be
employed and antiseptic methods avoided ¢

Tt happens fortunately that at the present time hoth the
antiseptic and aseptic methods are producing admirable results.
TUnder such circumstances we are loath to offer adverse eritic-
isms as to the work of those who are employing aseptic instead
of antiseptic dressings to such a large extent. We may cven
admire the p‘n'fq)]mrmlm though . we cmnot always understand.
it in all the details. T was slightly perplexed on one oceasion
when I saw a bald-headed surgeon, properly arrayed in white
robes, with a white ecap on the top of his head, and his copious
beard wncovered, and waving gracefully over the field of opera-
tion. I presume that Mikulicz when alive would nof have heen
quite satisfied in such a case.

This subject is verv important from an obstetvical stand-
point; and for that reason those who practise the art of
obstetries wateh closely the methods of the surgeons and study
carefully the results of their work. MMany obstetricians recom-
mend what they term aseptic midwifery, hut they all, so fav
as I know, advise antiseptic methods when thex deem them
necessary to secure aseptic results.

For the sake of brevity T shall give my own opinions on a
few points in connection with this large subject without discuss-
ing in detail the views of others. It seems fitting to recommend
antiseplic and aseptic midwifery, especially if aseptic methods
are 0 be considered by seme “ more rational ” than antiseptic
methods. Whether we call labor a physiological or a patho-
logical process we know that we have wounds and bruises in
the majority of eases.

To prevent confusion as to eertain simple terms it will be
considered that “sterile ” means, free from all micro-organ-
isms; “ aseptic” means, free from septic micro-organisms.

Our field of operation is composed of :

1. Septic fract, comprising vulva and all adjacent parts.
The skin covering these parts is septic, and eannot be mada
aseptic; and, therefore. wounds of the fourchette and perinenm
are septie, or soon become so.

9. Aseptic tract, ecomprising the vagina, and lower part of
the cervieal canal. We learn from bacieriological research and
from ciinieal observation that the vagina of pregnaney,
although it contains many erganisms, is aseptie, z.ce., it con-
tains no pathogenie germs. Even when streptoeocei are intro-
duced from without they are seon destroved by the vaginal
secreiions.  This is true as to all coeci with the single exeep-



