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worthy steward of the hospital. Life was, however,
saved, which was very satisfactory. During the
operation cight ligatures were used ; three of tilese
came away on the 2Oth of June, threc on the 21st
of June. and the last two on the 14th and 15th of
-July. Even after tlis there was slight hemorrhage,
to the extent of four or five ounces, which occurring
during the night. was promptly attended to by Dr.
iRoddick, the bouse surgeon, without sending for Dr.
Fenwick. There was not any skin sacrificed, and,
ns imigtt be imagined, thcre was considerable red un-
*dancy of it when sle left the hospital; but, as ste
intends returning sone time during the present fall
to the city, he intended removing a portion of it, so
as to give lier a better appearance.

Dr. Hiingston asked what was it that induced Dr.
Fenwick to perform the operation. The patient had
ceonsulted him, being sent to hiiim by a medical friend
in the country, and, as he found lier the picture
of perfect lealth, and not suffering any incon-
venience, he had advised lier to go home. and not
botter lier hcad about it. The operation was cer-
tninly performed with a coolness and a steadiness
worthy of all praise. and te congratulated Dr. Fen-
wick on having got through without fatal hemnorr-

Jiage.
Dr. Trenholbne remarked that Dr. Ildenus, of

Germany, had opcratcd six times in very much the
same manner as just described by Dr. Fenwick.
Dr. Howship mentions a casc where the jugular
passed through the gland, and causcd great suffering
fron congestion of the head. The great difficulties
met with in performing the operation, especially
where ttc jugular vein passes through the gland. las
inclined Mr. Holines Coote to rank this operation,
except in extreme cases where tlcir presence was
thrcatening life, as scarcely admissible in modern
surgcry; and Dr. Trenholhe was inclined to coincide
with this opinion. With regard to ex-ophthahlic

goitre, altlough not directly connected with the sub-
ject of the paper just read Dr. Trenholnie remarked
that it tad been ingeniously suggested by Dr. Graves
that the "globus tystericus," so comnonly accom-
panying nervous palpitation, was probably due to this
gland being congestcd and pressing upon the trachea,
and therefore that this affection was not cnfirely a
nervous sensation. In the treatment of this last
affection, iodine and its compounds wcre found use-
less. As it is a disease dependent upon an impover-
isled state of the blood and associated with uterine
derangement, ehange of air, tonies, especially strych-
nine and iron, were indicated, and had been followed

by the best rcsulfs wlere employed. Iodine, or its

compounds, were of service only in the adenoid form
of this disease, or goitre proper.

Dr. R. P. Howard (President) confessed that te
could not conscientiously advise the performance of
the operation, except in cases where, like Dr.,Green's,
the tumor placcd life in jeopardy. While lie said
this he quite agreed with the other view, ~that if we
were always to stand where we are, we would not
progr'ess. He would, however, add liat operations
that werc once condemned are now perfornmed.
simply in the interest of life, principal among
which was the operation for ovariotomy. 'T le
cases arc, however, not parallel. Bronchoccle seldoi
proved fatal. 'lie operation of Dr. Fenwick was a
brilliant one ; it required a cool lead and a stecady
hand. Although he was opposed to it, it was right
to mention that otters of the consulting staff of the
hospital, whîo had more experience than te had, sup-
ported it. With regard to the causes of goitre.
pathology left us in the dirk ; it was a puzzle. The
more gencrally accepted idea was that it was due to
lime water. If, however, this was correct, why was
it so common in females. This fact was against
cither the theory of locality or water. Thel disease
generally began at puberty, and stopped growing at
about forty-ive. It was a si.ugular and an intercst-
ing fact, this connexion witl, the developnient of the
sexual function. It was a disease seldom seen in
boys and still more seldom iii men. As regards its
treatmnent, lie thoughît that iodine was of essential
service in the simple fori of' the discase.

Dr. Fenwick said, in reply to Dr. IIiuigston's
question, as to wly lie had pertormnecl the operation.
he did so, for two, peralips tlree, r'casons. First,
because of the effect the tunor was liaving upon the
voice; it was changed, comnpletely altered ; it was
scucaking in its character. This induced iimî to
believe that the f'unction of the re-current laryngeal
nerve was affected. and the trachea pressed upon.
The second reason was, that ste insisted upon the
performance of the operation; but the third reason
wnas the conscientious belief that the tumor would
be far better away, and that, if left much longer, it
would seriously interfere with the act of swallowing.
The operation, to a certain extent, proved that this
idea ras correct, as fully two inches of' the oesophagus
was left bare wlien the tumor was reimovied. No
inatter whiat the result of the operation might have
been, te would tave felt that lie was perfectly justi-
fied in performing it.

Pr. Roddick said that, when asleep, the patienf
breathing was so stertorous as to awakc patients
in the ward, who thought she was choking.


