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%xalted -may ‘be -his idea-of the strength and
wvariety of that power, has an adequate concep-
«tion of its magnitude within the bounds which I
-will mention.” Again he remarks, * The cure
iof any illness which does not consist in a.dis-
-organization of the tissues can be accomphshed
. when the person thinks it can be done. If we
physicians, who treat pationts every day, had
the power to make them believe that they are
10 be cured, we certainly - would obtain less fees
than we do. . There is no doubt at all that if we
could give to patients the idea that they are to
e cured, they would often be cured, especially
if we_could nsme the time for it, which is a
great element in our success.” I have sueceeded
in this way, and 1 may say that I succeed
"more now than formerly, because I have the
faith that I can in giving faith obtain a cure.”
~ Such are the opinions and experience of a
«close philosophical observer, one who has de-
voted great ability and cesseless energy to the
-golution of nervous phenomena.
" This is an aspect of our profession which de-
amands our consideration ; for though it has been
.riyell determined that the mind is often seriously
- affected by the condition of the body, it is
.-questionable whether the body is not as much
. influenced by the mind, and that changes may
=thus be brought abouteven in the tissues them-
selves. If this is so, it will give one solution
" why recoveries occur under the same or vary-
‘ing systems of treatment, when the vis medica-
. #riz cannot be regarded as the cause, This is a
. «class of cases. which gives efficacy to, and con-

. firms each peculiar system of treatment in the.

:«estimation of its followers; and it will be futile

%o reason with any one agto the merits of his
.-8yster, if he is conscious that he has been re-
- “lieved -when-using it. We can only do 8o by go-

’ihg ‘behind :the system  and showing that there

-is a cause which'is operative though not gener-
_ally acknowledged ; a: cause capable. of produc-
~.ing results of a. wondrous: character, and wken
: :recogmsed sufficient _to reconcile to sound
. philosophy what now- appears a mass of con-
tradlctxons. : : T

. I do not say ths,t thxs class of persons on
. Whom the mind is capable of producing such
: results 18 very numerous; but it i3 pumerous
“3 enough to make the results a dlsturbmfr ole-
ment in our medtcal progress, mdeed to such
:‘j an- exfent as seriously to -affect the . laity in

‘theu‘ behef‘ and the pr:)fessmn 1ﬁself in 1(:3 cer

tainty.

There are sufficient reasons to malke us . sus
pect that under anomalous conditions: not only'
can the functions of organs be aﬂ'ected a8 Was:
demonstrated by Mr. Braid, of Manchaster; but.
that changes in the tissues may.be the resul
of disturbance in the nervous force; that thi
latter can assume various phases, being trans
muted into heat or-electricity, or mamfestmg
itself in chemical power or mation, - Be this as’
it may, Brown Sequard gives ¢ne among. many
instances.in which nerve force caused physxqal )
changes -of a remarkable charscter. - He says: .
“A mother was looking at her child: who. wag
standing at a window with its fingers on the
border ‘of the window under the lifted sash.:
She saw the sash come down with great. force
and crush - the fingers of the poor child. The
mothel remained unable to move, fvaehng im-.
mediately a pain in the three fingers at the " l
very place where tho child had been injured. -
The fingers swelled, an effusion of blood, took
place, ulceration followed, and she was a long
time being cured.” How th1s physical change
wag brought about, by what ‘modifying power, -
it is difficult to determine. We cannot admit,
that the imagination per se could have been the
_eﬁiclent agent however importan$ the role it
played in the occurrence. But come from what:
condition of the mind, or tendencies of the ‘ner—
vous system it mlght thls, and phenomena
similar. in character exist as facts, and it will ¢
be wise if the mofossxon glve them due atten-
tion. They may be very few among. the ma}ny,
yet the principle involved in_their. producmon
may s‘lpply a rationale for the instances which
are adduced by empu'lcs as proofs of the eﬁicacy
of their n«ostrums, and prevent the regular
physmlan from being himself misled, or mis- -
leading others. A decxded benefit will thus be'.
goined. We will wrest from the ignorant, ‘ohelr :
apparent success. We will make amenable to.
the laws . of phllosophwal induction what ‘has'
been vague and indefinite. '~ For however: subﬂe
the pnnmples which are’ operatlve, they. lel
be masbered by- a r]gld system of 1nvest1gatton
and as soon as thé phenomena become tanaxble
they will not long ‘escape the penetmtmg
power of the medlca,l mind. ) ‘

Facts no matier how mcompahble Wxth oar :
plewous experxence and theouos, mll ;ave *o»



