
REVIEWS AND Bl"LIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

stigmatized as a person holding opinions dangerous to morals and societh,
" Your physiology," say these charitable know niothings, "ought to teach
you differently ; if it does not, yon have no right to exprcss such opi-
nions."

Whatever view may be taken, transcentlentally, on this subject, there
is not the slightest doubt bat that diseased conlitions of the body, react
with varying degrees cf intensity on the mental processes. In the
viords of the quotation from Shakespeare, which Dr. Maidock places as a
motto on his title page:-" The body and mind are like a jerkin nnd a

jerkin's ining-rumple the one and you nmple the other." We need
only redleet on the extensive ramifications ofthe nervons system, and the-
important part whicli it takes in ail the vital actions-its subservence at
once to the higher mental operations, and to, what we regard as the sim-
piest and lea.st important of the functions performed by the economy,
to understand the vorkings of the laws of sympathy, and why nan's
nobler part shold xe so mauch influenced and directed by deviatious fron
the physiological condition of the meaner organs, those which are em-

ployed in the building up and sustentation of his physique. The most
distant part of the periphery is united by nervous mediation with the
cerebrun, the admitted orgin of the mmd and seat of reason. Stmngo
as it may appear, nevertheless, daily expcrienice provcs its truth, our
feelings of pleasure or pain, happiness or misery, contentment or dissa-
tisfaction, allection or hat red, &c., depend, ina meajsure upon the henlthy
performance of the functions of the digestive organs. It was a remnark
of Dr. Samuel Johnson's, nnd fiew that have felt the pain lie refers to,
will be iniclined to disagree with hini ; " that a sodden pang of the tooth
ache would render a nian utterly indiïfcrent to the most sublime strains
of poctry, put to fight the r ost subtle train of metaphysical reasoning,
and cause lim to turn away froi the most beautifuil sp)ectacle." Mei-
tal disorders nrising fromm vis -er.d bstructions or defective secretion, mny
exiet -withoit arrest li Ied ic;mI attention, or ( ven exciting the unxiety
of friends. Tiis sul ject has been explicitly and beautitully pourtrayed
l'y Dr. Forbes Winslw. Tiese allctiois are geneamly insiduous in
their character : of slow and ahluost imperceptible growtlh, originating
important chans in the delhcate mand higlily orgauized vesicuilo-nervous
matter of the brain, and givmug rise to norbid alterations in the muanife s-
talions of the pissions and aflections. The patient, whose diseased con-
dition of mind is not nppreciated, imav exhibit great cruielty, and commit
acts of brutality towards those who have the strongest clatims upon his
love, kindness and forbearance. The naturally gentle, truth ful, retiring
and self-denying, become quarrelsome, cunning, and selfish ; the diffi-
deut becone bld ; the modest obscene'; piety degenerates into hypo-


