WOLLESTOOK GAZETTE.

ABOUT OUR COLLEGES.

A FEW WORDS

It is a subject far loo little thought of by the hoys ol onr
Grammar Sehiool whethier or net  they ean obtain any bone
flits from & University education.  oyssay 1 don't want to
be o doetor; I don’t want to be a aninister or lawyer; why
should 1 go to colleged”  Now hoys, taking a college cowrse
does not in any way neeessitile an entranee hy you into the
crowded professional 1anks.  Not at all. The edueation ob-
fained af a good University is not merely summed up in the
quobi of clussics, mathenratics, physies, and other branches of
the curriculum which the student eavvies off in his brain, 1t
is far more,

To the man who really lives, his whole life is an eduea-
tion. Acting ou this baxix it ix pluin that the Foundations of
vur education should be sound for the sike of the stability
ol the superstructute. . Now no one will deny that it i~ in
our youth that ouv minds are most open to influence for good
or for evil ; it is then that {astes me formed and habits fixed.
Ol how careful we should boe that our young people are
surrounded by good influences ! And yet it is necessary that
owr young men should know the evils of the world, 1t is
nevessary that they come in contaet with these vl opinions
which, set forth in and garnished by the most ingenious ar-
guments, {end, more insidiously than the mostsubtle peisons
work the destruction Hf the phiysical Dame, to sap the moml
stamina and undermine the physical powers of their victim,

Now tho question nalurally avises, how are we fo comluat
with this ovil which meots u<on every hand and in every garh?
Tam only repeating, in a condensed form, the opinions of all
great writors on this subject when I say that the ability to
think for himself is tho hest safegnard for any man against
these evils,  In a short aiticle like the present 1 can state
but a few of the mgnments in favor of a University cduca-
tion, but yet I conceivo that vne of the chiel paints in fuor
of colleges is, that they teach a man to think for himself.

Again, it is a yare thing to find & man who has reecived a
good liberal education and is still nvrow-minded,  The views
aro broadened, the xympathies oxtended, and a wider range
of thonght opened up to the mind, which is brought in al-
most daily contact with such intelleets as shondd characterize
tho professors of our Universities,

Providing on this basis we should, in choosing the uni-
versity which we would attend; consider the reputation of
the professors of the dillerent institutions for hixher education.
Do articles {rom theiv pens appear in our leading periodicals
ot newspapers?  Are we wont o heay them from the publie
platforms?  Iave they won high honows in the world’s great
institutions of learningl These are amony the questions we
naturally ask concerning the leetures in our colleges.

LPerhaps it would not be out of the way for me to, at this
puint, call attention to the colleges vpen to the ordinary New
Brauswicker,  Our Mwitime Provinees are well supplied
with colleges.  There arein Nova Seotia and New Drunswick
1o less than five institutions conferring degrees inarts. Wo
have in New Drunswick first our own Provineial University,
which has five lecturers and had Iast year forty-four students,
all in arts, and but one of them a partial student.  Mount
Allison College, Sackville, with its five lecturers, had Jast
session & total of fifty-~ix students, of whom thirty-nine,
oxcluding thuse in the Theological and Philosephy depart-
ments, being wts students,  OF this thivty-nine ut eighteen
were undergraduates.  In Nova Scotin we have Dalliousie
Collego and University, which has nineteen lecturers, and
Jast yéar had cne hundred and forly students, of whom over
one hundred were arts students,  The remainder of the one
bundred and forty were made up of Science students and
those of the medical classes,  Of the arts students fifty-nine
were undergraduates, 1 have been unable to ascertain how
many students attended Acadia College last year, but 1 know
it has seven lecturers. There is also King's College af
Windsor.

Thers is every reason 1o suppose that, in the avls faculties,
these colleges compme favorably with the institutions of a
similiar naturo in the other provinces of our Dominion. This
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it casily seen when we eonsider the winners of the Gilchrist
seholushipse during the past deeade.  Lighty per cent of
them were sudents in the Maritime Provinees,  Thix faet
in itselt” would not necessanily e any oot of xcholarship,
wero it not for the high pe-itions which the Gilehrizt men
lave always taken,

1T T remember vightly the University of Now Drunswick
sent a Gilelwist man to England who oceupied the eighth
highest position amonyg the handieds who, from all parts of
the AngloSaxon world, ssayed to matriculate into the
University of London.  Again a graduate of Mount Allison
College, who took the Gilelnist, won the proud distinetion
ol standing liest of the list of the University of London’s
watviculants of the year 18825 and ho was elusely followed
by an wpeeder-graduate of Dalhonsio University who occupivd
seeond or thivd plice among the matriculants.  Aeadia has
sent frau hee hadls o Gilebivist winnor who stood fivst in both
his B. AL and M. AL examinations. . We have nol as yet heard
the vesults of this year's examination for the Gilehvist 3 but
[ dare prophesy fiom what 1 know of the competitors that
this year somo stwlent from the Maritime Provinees will
win lavels for himeell and ring honor to his Alma Mater,

With the-e fuets betore us is theteany provineial prepaved
to contemn the edneation iinputed in our colleges ¥ and who
would prefer to tiko his arts conrse in one of the numerons
Americn colleges of merely loeal famel 10 thero is 1 pity
his simplicity (or want of brains) and am restrined from
avguing with him by the worls of Solomoen *“answer not
@ fool.”
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THE GRAMMALR SCHOOL DEBATING SOCIETY.
Lo the Elilors of e \WoLLESTOOR GAZETTE :

The atfaivs of Lhis Society, though flourishing in a finan-
cial point of view, are not 0 however as regards the interest
taken by the membess,  The majority appear to attend its
meetings for the purpose of hearing what the minovity have
to say. ‘I'ho resull is that there are very fow debates, and
evenr when o goud debale is proposed it has to be dropped
for want of members who will take an aetive inferest in it.
-\ debating socivty in connection with a Grammar Nehool is
an excellent thing, when properly conducted. Dut when
these attending Jdo net take an active shate in its affairs, al-
lowing them to take their own course, it is apt to become an
evil.  In the present instance this fact has bheen demonstrat-
ed several times,  Upun one oveasion o pail of water was
upset, and the contents going throngh the loor came trickling
down wpon tite hald head of a musician beneath, who was
Justly indigmant,  Now if the members had heen engaged
listening to a debafe this would not have occurred. Fach
member shoull endeavor to make the meetings as interesting
ax possible by taking part in thedebates, by giving entertain-
ment, or in any gther way. I cach one would do this thers
would he a mnely Lnger attendanee every Friday evening.
Many who Bielong and o not attend, when asked the reason
say that the Soeciety is not worth altending.  When fint
sarted the Socivty had full meetings, the members all spoke,
and everybody went away feeling that they had spent their
evening profitably, but now, I am sorry to say, it is not so.
I hope that after the holidays things will be in a hetter state
and the meetings be tendered more enjoyable than-they have
been heretofore,

Thanking you for your space,

1 remain yours, clc.,
e e P v e
T the Editars of the WOLLESTOOR GAZETTE.

Dean Sws—I am very sorry to see that Prince William
street, one of unr most public thoroughfars, is in such
shockingly poor condition. Why it is simply misery to
drive along there, ] think that after the Corporation aro
thwough with King street they might attend to Lrince
William street. Thanking you fur your space,

1 remain yours sincerely,
A SUFFERER.

A MeMBER.



