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This excellent paper treats, in a masterly Way, a Most interesting subjeet.It is marred solelv by inaccurate or incomplete taxonomny The taxonomicfaults may be sumMarized as follows:

A cridiidoe- A cridide.
Rhomalea =Romalea.

Tettigidoe- A cr>vdi'oe.Tettix granulatu =A crydium granu1atum.
The references in this paper to Acrydium are corrcctly referable to thatgenus, of which granu/at um is a member.

Locustidoe = lTetigoniide.Conocep/galus = NeoronocepIhalus, a genus including but few North Americanspecies. It has been recently revised and the specific determination would, inconsequence, have bec*n eaiýil, mnade'
Xiphidtium = Conocephalus.
Microcenlrum. As there are but two, widely distributed, North Americanspecies of this genus, laurifolium and retinere, the specific a.ssignment couldhave been readil>' made.
Gryllus pennsylvanicus = Gryllus assimilUs.The taxonomy in this paper could have been corrected by a systematistin a few minutes. Would it nlot be desirahle to have al] such papers correctthroughout, rather than satisfactory as far as the subject being studied is concerned, 1)ut full of inexcusable taxonomic flaws?

NOTE ON MR. HEBARD'S ARTICLE.The Editor, having given some attention to the taxonomv of the Orthoptera,was aware that the nomenclature followed in Mr. Du Porte's paper was flot upto-date, hut considere,] i inadvisable to alter it, since the names emplovedhave long been in common use, and are more or less familiar to the generalstudent, for whom the paper is intended. The nomenclature of Orthopterahas undcrgone numerous changes in late years, and some of these changes,though doubtJess necessary, if the law of priority is to be followed, are of amost unfortunate character. Man>' old familiar generic terms have beenabandoned, cr what is more confusing, transferred to other forms. For example,the little " grouse- locusts," generaîlly kr.own as Tettix are now Acrydium,while the large locusts formerl>' calleil Acridium are now Locusta, a namne whichused to Le employed for insecte of another family. Again, the name Cono-cephalus, so long and appropriately given to the large "cone-headed grasshoppers" muet now be shifted to the little meadow grasshoppers familiar to ailas Xiplsidium, the cone-heads becoming Neoconocephas. Such changes asthese are, of course, very confusing to ail but the specialist. Were the>' reallypermanent, it would indeed be desirable to promote their use as rapidly aspossible, but what guarantee have we that they will remain more than a fewyears? They are flot even universally accepted by specialista.ls there such a thing as 'correct taxonomvy?" We think, at least, thatsystemnatiats are inclined to over-estimate its importance; and whule we agreewith Mr. Hebard's contention that morphologists are too apt to be carelesa inregard to taxonomic matters, we think thist the converse is equally truc, that thesystematist is usuailly ver>' inaccurate in the urne of morphoiogical terme, andindifferent as to the morphological significance of the structures he describers.


