
a c,,Iuce of irlabil.
benigiu influence on every land ; not
til "l Hie knowvledge of the Lord shall
cuver the carth," and thc cannons, and
siwords, and spears, and battie-axes of
the warrior shall bc broken to shivers,
and forged into ploughishares and
pruning-hooks. Il Then judgnîent
shall dwell ix> the -wilderness, and
righiteousness iii the fruitful field.
And the work of righteousness shall
be peace, and the efièct, of righteous-
liess, quietness, an(l assurance for
ever. And ail people shali (1wol ix>
peaceable habitations, and ii, sure
dwellings, and in quiet restinig-placcs."
-Diclis Pltilosopl/y of Religion.

nNFLTJEN.1CE 0F HIAIT.

A machine put in motion for the
flrst tixue, does not work smoothly
until (in technical phrase) it is
"lbroken," or wvorn into a perfect
adaptation of its several parts. Thon
it performs as weil as the nature of
its construction wvill permit.

The hunian body wvhen first called
into, exercise, is feeble, or a'vkiard,
or sluggishi in its nmovements, until,
by frequent use, its, several powvers
are brouglit into, adjustniont, and
whîien thus Il broken," tho perfection
of manhood is attaincd.

A machine wvorks well after it lias
been once Ilbrokeni," as long as its
direction continues the saine, but
whlen that is changed, it inust be re-
broken before it ivill perforni in the
best manner.

The man whose physical energios
are dcveloped in the pursuit of a par-
ticular occupation, flnds pleasure in
continuous exertion, especially wvhen
habit lias produced its fanxiliarising
effect. But when bis emnployment is
suddenly exchanged for another
whichi calîs for a new direction in the
exercise of bis strength, like the
mnachine hie nmust be Il re-broken"
before his handy work will be
executed witli the greatest facility.

The sanie principle prev'aHs exteon-

sively fan the operations of the human
iiimd. Whien that lias been linac-
custoned to vigorous action, and is
for the first tiime dirccted to soine
subjeet of inquiry whichi demands a
close i-ivestigation, the exorcise is for
the niiost part irksoxîîe or unpleasant;
and it requires a vigorous purpose in
sucli a nîind to keep the thouglits
upon the subjeet long enoughi Lu
bocome acquainted ivith iLs nature.
Thle perceptive anti reasoning facul-
tics xniust be "lbroken," and the force
of habit lond its aid to render the
process of contin ued investigation
cîther picasant or profitable.

Wlhon the inind lias long been
accustonied to, a particular class of
subjeets, if there be nothing dîsagree-
able in thîcir nature, continued action
ini regard to them is found to be a
pleasure; and any ncîv direction of
the mnîtal energies, by whiclî old
associations are excluded and new
ones of diverse tendency introduced,
will einl)arrass or distress the mind
uintil, aided by thie force of habit, it
begins to act with freedom and enjoy
its wonted pleasure in the process of
investigation. There are, however,
a feîv rare mninds whose habits of
thouglît are in sncb perfect keeping,
that every subjeet w~hicx presents it-
self excites ami interest corresponding
to the amount, of thoughit whicb it
inay deniand; but the multitude ex-
porionco a positive inconvenience or
dixspleasure in being obliged suddenly
to change the current of thxeir
thoulghts.

This view of the power of habit
over tho mind will, if %ve inistake not,
explain a foev of those anonalisns
whicli are su frequent in the experi-
ence of persons who, have under
diffèrent ci roumstances l>en subjects
of the renewing Grace of God.

Soîne of these do flot at first ex-
perionce intense delight in the several
dutios of religion. They read the
Soriptu res, they pray, tbey meditate,
thev confess Christ before men, they
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