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Srast.-Fxtract from a letter of the Rev.
G. Walton, dated in Sept. 18~38.

The apatby and listlesiness f'or %yhlrh the
Hitîdus bave been hitherto proverbial, is faest
passing away. The prtpgress of the Gospel,
the marcb of' intellect, and the spread of
knowledge aîîd truth among the vutiries of
Paganisin, have created tio small alarin.
Angry passions, disputes, and machinations,
before unknown, now beîgin to appear. It
is mny opinion that, sooticr or Inter, a most
violent and cruel persecution will take place
ini india. Happy %vould those of your ais-
8iatnries4 an(I the native chrihtians be on
ivhoin the crewn of martyrdoin should fali.
Mnv ie wvlio are in flie field, andg< Ilose who
shah succeed us, be fthlful unto death, not
fear ior be di-;nioyetl, for in the Lord Jeho.
vali there 15 èverîaLstiîîg strenitli. and He %% ilI
go forth coîîquerlng unte ronsquer, tilI 11e
shahl have msade aIl bis euilies bis footstool.

Religiaus exciternent ut a Native Fýe.tival.

The indus annually celebrate a festival
cadled the Dhurmarajah Festival, in honeur
of the goddess Darobathee, wvho, te prove
ber innocence of a crime laid te lier charge,
had to pass througli the fire, and came unin-
jured from it. Several engage to pasi tbrough
the fire, and this they perform very expe-
ditiously. Wben the cerernony Ivas last about
to take place, a respectable and intelligent
native, ivbo bas rend many of our books and
possesses a coasiderable knowledge of divine
things, teck upon hlmself, in the presence of
the assemnbled multitude, te speak and te
endeavour, as far as tbe force of argument
would go, to persuade bis fellowv-ceutitrymen
to desist from this cruel eeremony. As soori
as bis intentio>n was kovn, tbose who Ivere
personally interested became enraZed, and
tbreatened that if he did not go away, tbey
would make bimn feel the weight of their
anger; he did nlot appear te be intimidated,
but dautitlessly teld tbem te bring out the
image of the goddess on whose account, and
to obtain wbose faveur and special protection,'they Ivere about te pass through. the lire,4jwhich, fer my part," said ho IlT consider
to bie not only a very foolish and unnecessary
performance, but cruelty is aise combitned
witb it. Let the geddess be put inte the lire
first; and if she is net burit, I promise
readiîy te go into the lire witb yen." Instead
of acceding te, this fiair proposaI, they began
te cry out, "11Punlsh hlm, lot him be punish.
ed for bis daring presumptien. He bas been
taught by the Padre and bis people te speak
Rgainst eur geds and the worsbip ive psy te
them. He is becomne a Christian." The

cotifîîsion and db.turbance whirhteck place
iiîcrewied te sucli a degree, tlîat It ivas feared
soine di.,tressing scene Nvould occur ; but the
man whli hind occasiotied tItis uproar was
ebligred to) make lus escape.

The above-mentioned affair hnppened ont
a Sunday. It lias jîredsced nec sinall stir
among the ppople, arîd basq excited a good
<fraI cf aîîgry feeling in the mintis cf tliose
wlîo are l,îtere>ted, andi wvîx derive a good
deal cf emnoluineuit, benor, andi praise from
the observance of tItis cruel ceremony cf
passing tbrough the fire. Many consulta-
tioris were bield, as te tbe bebt maethod cf
piîtting a btop te the progress cf tIse Gospel,
wluicb, iii tlîeir estiniatioti, appenred te be
an alarîning aîîd groiving evil, aud if net
put <lown moni, that it wouîd spread te sncb
a leretlîat notlîing would be able te witb-
'stanid or arrest tie inflluence cf Cbristiaîîity
aiong the people. This, 1 tlîink, at pre-
sent niay 'svcll bc compareti te tbe little cloud
wvhicb the. servant cf Elijab satv rising eut cf
the sea like a mn's biaud, the ferertinîîer of
tlîe de!sired andi e-xpecteti blessing lii stat; day
wlîeu the ktiowled-,e of the Lord shahl cover
the earth as tlîe waters cuver thîe sea.

lVickcd uttenîpt te dLestroy thge Mission.

A few iweeks after the above affair teck
place, a maost wsicked plot wsas laid by some
cf the enemies cf the misicn, ivbich, if it
hati proveti successfuî, wouîd have produceti
serions anti fatal censequences net enly te
mnyseîf, but te iny people. The tiesign wvas
te excite tlîe inhahitants te rise up in a mass
against us. Some %vicked men caine one
isiglît and removed the goti Veniagen frem ita
pedestal in the temle; brouglit andi placed
It in front cf our Mission Tamnul S.lîcel lIa
Sheva Petta; took off tbe idol's lîcat, tlîrews
it aside, covered IL witi flth andi vent asvay.
Early tlîe next morning, %vlien those wbo
had te pass tîtat wsay, saw tue horrible cen-
ditioa ira shicb their Goad was placeti, tbey
went and inforineti tbe rest. Ia a very short
t.ime, almost the whole cf tbe people residing
in Sheva Petta were assembleti on the spot,
filled with indignation and rage against the
perpetrators of tbis mest atrecicus and wicked
net. Many cried out, That île eute else but
tbe Padre andi bis people coulti have dared te
commit sucb a wicked tieed. Others sa-*d,
"What is tbe use cf our living any longer ln

the worlti, if Christians are permitteti to ill
treat our goda in tlîis mest shameful manner."

When the minds cf tlîe people were ln an
inflameel state, the Lord graciosly, and in a
very remarksble maniier, rescueti us from the
imminent danger te, wbieb we were exposed.
Hie raised up a few cf tbe racst respectable
andi influential men ameng tbem te speak on
cur bebaîf, andi te preve ta the people that
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