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of grammatical rides. Dîctionaries had to bic made out of the crud&
materiais of thiese hitlierto ninformcd tongmes, requiringy the greatest
nieCt3 of cal-, and the ntmost accuracy iu rediicing sourid to its
equivilent in words; and last, but flot least, the transIaLion of the
M'rord of God hiad to lie mnade unto these newly formed ]anguriaces, and
fiekie and restless savages Iîad to be tauglit to rcad the sacred page.

Thù amount of this kind of work that lias been accomplislied is.
almost incalculable and incredlible. Ail this is clear grain, which does.
not need tob li epe.-tet in these latiguages, which now ninmber proli-
alily 400, in ill parts of th1e habitable globe. New missionaries, goingr
to thiese nations and tribes, id thieir work iii acquiring the language
of the people comiparativaly easy-a clear gain to the chnrchi in tinie
and money and mn; niaking, spiritual resuits, under God, miore easy
and rapid.

Compare also the present with the past iii respect of the numiber
of laborers Nvith whielh we start this new era iii missionary effort.
Our fathers had to begin %vitli a inere h.andful of laborers, untrained
and inexpcirienced, withi no knowledge of the habits and customs and
modes of tlîoughit of the various peoples aniong whvlom they were to
workz. Tliey liad no naîtive hielpers or piecaclîers to, assist them in tlieir
work,. Everything iras against them. The possibulity of the preach-

in ofth Gospel saving ami sanctifying sucli depravedl natures as
tiiose of canuibals,, ias an untried problein. The natural. way -wotuld
lhave been, like the first Moravian miissionaries, to prepare them. by
edjcýationi and civilization for the G-'ospel message. But, w'ithî a sub-
lime faith inl the Divine commission to preach the Gospel to evcry.1

creature, thicy wcîa forth %vith 11o weapoiis of modern science or leam-
in, but -with the sword of the Spirit, anId with that they foughlt zand
coliquered.

NL\ow, how differentare the conditions in thenmission fielci, with 7,00o
European and Anierican miissionaries at -work, haif the nuilier or-
dained mmiiisters, and nicarly ail of theni eduicated mien and womien,

acjainted with soniething likie 400 language1«s, or dsic ilcs

B3ut what, is a greater aatgethan thiese for aggressive work,-, are-
the native eVauIigelistq, now making littie Short of 30,000, and of
tliese, nearly 3,000 are edncated native I)astor.s, l)laced e.'er congrrega-
tions of their crnîntryînen. Greater thau e,-.in these advantages, are
thje three million oî couverts, two-thîrds of lonare either active or
passive wittnesses for Christ iii the mid.st of their lieathen conntrynieu.
-hights, ail the mnore conspicnus froin, the darkuness whicli surronndfs
1]îem.

Takze in connection with tlcsc adramiitages in the mission fields
of the -iorld1, the va-st i, inael the nnber nud resources of mis-

inavsocietic.s at hionie, witlh thîe augiene nas, hi more coin-
rilete rgna tion thir knowledge andi experience of the iietllouls-
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