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o6 THE MALABAR SYRIANS. [October

unfortunately, they are strangers to these qualities, live like the irrationy)
animals, and by these means are the cause that their parishes are converty]
into dens of thieves.”

In 1790 a terrible event occurred to these Syrian and Romo-Syry,
churches. Tippoo Saib invaded parts of Travancore and Cochin, deva.
tating the territory and inflicting vast cruelties on the people, both heathe,
and Christian. Some ten thousand Malabar Christians are estimated ¢,
have lost their lives in these invasions. Twenty-six of the Roman churel
and three or four of the ancient Syrian were destroyed by Tippoo. [
thought to Dbe the recollection of the atrocities of that time that kept
Southern India true to the British Government in the Mutiny of 1857,

Cochin having been captured by the British in 1795, the Way was
opened up for oblaining more accurate information regarding the Malaly
Christians and for awakening sympathy on their behalf, and various my.
ods were soon employed for their temporal and spiritual good.  Attentiny
was directed io the subject in the beginning of the century throngh ke
publication of Dr. C. Buchanan’s ‘¢ Christian Researches,” and mue}
sympathy was enlisted in behalf of those ancient Syrian churches. Sine
that time the Church of England has carried on mission work among them.

¢ After the almost unbroken heathenism and Mohammedanism of
Bengal, one cannot be surprised that a man of Buchanan’s enthusigi:
temperament was at times carried away, when he came among these native
Christians, who claimed nothing short of an apostolic origin for thy;
church, which had survived the revolutions of well-nigh two thonsand vews
and the violent persecutions of heathenismn and Romanism.  To have Luy,
in any way useful in helping to raise and revivify such an interesior
Christian community was an honor that could fall to the lot of few men;
and to be the first in so noble an undertaking might well tempt a flowr;
pen to run occasionally in a somewhat romantic strain.” \

In 1816 missionaries arrived in Travancore, seut by the Church Vi
sionary Society, and were cordially received by the Syrians. Their wark

did much to purify and to consolidate this ancient Christian church.

The fair promises of reformation held out by the Syrian Church wee
unfortunately not realized. Superstition and venerated abuses caried the
day. Very great gentleness and forbearance were shown on the par of
the Church Missionary Society ; and in 1835 Bishop Wilson, of Calcutts,
paid a visit to Cottayam, and was most conciliatory in his cndeavorsts
adjust any differences or diflicultics ; but notwithstanding all these effors,
the reactionary party among the Syrians succeeded in bringing abouta
complete rupture between the missionaries and the ecclesiastical authorities
of the Syrian Church. The missionaries handed over their college buildings
to the Syrians ; and in 1838 a new college was erected in Cottayam under
the direction of the Church Missionary Society. In this institution may
young men of the native Syrian « “wrch have Leen trained, and some of
them have proved to be of much value in mission work in connection with




