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‘{\l'c there not in the world of morals and of =pivit mighty influences ope-
rating on haman life?  What think ye of the Gospel and the Churel, of the
mareh of Providence and of the influences of the Divine Spirit? The wise
will consider this also in the proper season, and use these powers and co-ope-
rate with them, and most glovious and blessed will be the resultz.  Grace will
yield arich and abundant harvest of augmented powers and faculties, of en-
1:.n'gcd usefulness, and of bliss con~ummated in glory.  « Light is sown for the
righteous and gladness for the npright in heart.” i

2ndly. Spring and humau life both give promises which are never rea-
Tized.

Fair and hopeful beginnings sometimes end in disappointment.  Spring is

the season of promize, but many a rich bloom of our orehard trees comes to
nothing.  Many cornfields which in Summer exhibited the strong green stalks
in abundance have afforded but a sorry rewur to the agriculturist.
) Alas it i< =0 in life, as respeets owr chiklren, our younj,: in Sablath Schools,
in Bible Classes, and even as respeets those who are to (;/y)(*araucc receiving
the good seed into their hearts. It remains to be proved wheiher these
hopetul beginnings will come to perfection, or whether some noxious influ-
ence from evil companions, {rom fashion, from the world, from intemperance.
nxy not biast the Lirvest and make it an heap in the day of grief and of
desperate sorrow.  Solemnly we erv, God forbid!  “Instead of the fathers
take the children and make them princes in the earth.”

Lastly. Spring and human life neglected. involve irreparabie loss,

No other season can do the work of Spring. We cannot plough and sow
in Winter. It i next to uscless to do =0 in Summer. The man who ne-
gleets his field in Spring may til on it for many weary days without any
good effeet.

So there is no period in the far distant future which can be a substitute
for the present. i the proper work of life is now neglected. and death sum-
mons us o another secene, we must there reap the harvest which we have
sown. It may be a very wretched one, presenting nonght but briers and
thornz, whose end is to be burned and to form a pile for their cultivator, but
the time for sowing the sceds of a deffer harvest has gone for ever. + Be
not deceived.  God is not mocked.  What a man soweth that shall he reap.
He that zoweth 1o his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption, but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”
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T turn to the Opium traffic of Indin and ask is it peculiar fo the generation pasi ?
Has it passed away or are its proportions less colossal than the national crimes last
named ? Is the mighty power of Mammon to destroy the preceptions of Christian
men and induce them to be silent, when agreat wrong is being perpetrated in
their name, less visible 7 The fact s, that ninety yeays ago this trade 1o China in
Opium was a mere nill, now it is a rolting river. 1t increased during “the lives of
our fathers, but it has become gigantic during ourown.  Already itis such, both in
character and in magnitude, that it way well cause every Briton to haug his head
for very shame. It has few parallels. The Slave traffic is indeed a parrallel, but itis



