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very words employed by the earliest and ablest of all the Awe.
rican writers on the opposite side.

3. Our species of the Kynine Genus which we edl, por
eccelleace, the harse,’” is next advanced as exhibiting very great
difforeaces of stz and shupe.  Bat to quote only a single
authority, Uol. Hamilton Swith, i his ¢ Nataral History of
the Buide,” arrives at this conclusiua as the result of very
extensive inuisies inte the nataral bistury of the hoose, that
horses may be separated into five primitive stucks, evnstituting
» distinet though eseillating speies, or at Jeast races separsted
ut so remote a period, that they clim to have been divided
from the carliest times of oue present zoolugy.”

4. The duyg furaishes us,” the writer i the Juaraad next
remarks, “with examples even more remarkable of deviations
from his vien common type”” But here, again, the couunun
descent of all dugs from vue pair is taken for granted as an -
disputed traism. Yot on whatgrounds?  Ifour eyeis to guide
us, on what principle shall we separate the horse and  the ass,
not only into different specics, but, as Gy and other distin-
wuished naturalists du, tnte distinet yoasra, and yet hold as ung
the ball-doy, greyhound, setter, terrier, amd spantel 7 Tn trath,
there is nut a shaduw of ground for this yratuituus assumption
of the une common duyg type and specivs.  [tis oppused by the
ablest fiving Naturalists, such as Me. Jaunes Wilson for ex-
ample, without any reference tu its applicability to thearsument
of tluman Unity. It is oppused, in like wanner, by allmonu-
mental and historical evidence; the paiutings and sculptures of
Lypt and Babylon showing the mastiff, the greghound, the
bloudhound, &e., as distinetly defined by their modern charae-
teristics in the dawa of histury as nuw.  The wolf, the fux,and
others of the Cunide, are not themselves single species.  Yet
the wulf, fux, and jackall have been found to breed without
difficulty with domestic dogs; insomuch so, indeed, that Mr.
Bell, d'recting his attention: tvo exclusively to one of these, in-
clines to the opinion that the wolf is the original source from
whence all our domestic dogs have sprung.

5. ¢ ‘The union of the vavious races of human beings has
always been productive of a progeny perfect in every physieal
function, fully capable of continuing the race.”” Even this isby
no means the undisputed dogma herenssumed.  De. Knox, for
example, in his ¢ Races of Men,” says: ¢ No mixed race can
staud their ground for any long period of years. A wmixed race
may be produced, but it cannot be supported by its own re-
sourees, but by continual drasghts from the two pure races
which vriginally gave origin to it,” and the question, as broadly
exhibited on this continent, is one of the most difficult of all
the unsettled questions in physiology. It isaffirmed that, alike
in the halfbreed Negro and Indian, a speedy degeneracy be-
comes apparent, along with an aptitude to diseases of a peculiar
type, from which the pure races are altogether or nearly free.
Curtainly, it is impossible to say at present, if' the coloured
population of this continent keeps up its numbers, much less
increases.  No census diseriminates between the additions it
receives annually by means of a white paternity, and those
directly proceeding from the mixed race.  In trath, every step
we take in this inguiry is on uncertain and debateablo grouud.
Meanwhile, what is affirmed of the mixed races of men is almost
preeisely what doees result from fertile hybridity ameng the lower
animals.

6. Binally, the argument of the philologist i3 veferred to,
“ drawn from his pereeption of « single souree and root of «ll
exdsting luagrages.”  But who is the multidingual philologer
pussessed uf such compreliensive perception? X vast step has
been achieved in establishing the afinitios of the great Tudo-
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Buropean group of tongues, and in tracing remoter relations
connecting these with the semitic languages.  But who bas
proved the relation betweea these and the Hottontot, the Aus-
tralian, or the Chinuok laguages, or even acquired the weans
of testing them?  Certuinly no one, as yeot, pretends to havo
done so; and, in discus<ing so grave ind mon entous a question
of mudern svicnee we mast build un a firmer foundation than
vague generalisations, pefités peineipdd, aud sacred texts
cunstried according to the preconceived ideas of the writer,
with perchance as little real grounds as these formerly em-
ployed to upset the science of Geolugy, which now finds
s foremost advoeates among the Sedgwichs, Hiteheocks,
Millers, and others must distinguished amonyg the Divines and
Christian ayman of the age. In all houest seientific con-
troversy the truths of sacred scripture have nothing to fear.
Al other teuths will ultimately be found reconcileable with
these,  Bat mennwhile this new gaestion of # The Unity of
the Human Race” is nut ripe for vontroversy. It is open
only, as yet, to carnest inquiry; and it will be well for the
cause uf velighon i our divines and theoluginng seck to master
it inall its hoarings, in the shmple teachable spirit in which
scientiliv, as well us suered teuth, can alunc be mastered, before
it du ripen iuto a controversy which will unly be characterised
by danger in sv far as it is slamped with the intolemnt spirit
of ignorant assamption.  The writer whuse remarks lave
suggusted the above obwrvations, justly says :—<¢ experience
hus taught ws not too hastily to charge any scientific theory
with being contradictory toseripture.  Freedom of speculation
is vightly privilesed.  Revealed truth is not endangered by
-discussion and investigation ;> and it is a gratifying conbirmn-
tion of this, to fearn from a recent notice in this Journal that
the speculations and inquiries of Mgassiz on the profoundly
difficult gquestion here veferved to, have in no degree dimin-
ished his reverentiad belief'in the cevelation of God through
His Word. D. W,
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And the foundation af a Toun and Harbonr at the mouth of the Tico
Ureehs, i the Teaslop of Romney, in connection swith the establishe
ment uf an caiensee system of Deawnsge, by whwh near a Mdlon
of Fortde cres would be redeemed i one Jhestrecl,.  Wok anltuci-
dutory Muap.

BY MAJOR R LACHEAN, MONTREALS
(#rad before the Cunadean Instiute, March 1044, 1365.)

No ohject being more worthy of the sttention of a panriotiv
Philosophical Assveiastion than the investigation of the physical
character of & conntry, with the view to an improved applica-
tion of its natural resources und capabilities, it was with much
satisfeetion that I had from time to time hailed various laudable
mavements of the Canadian Iastitute, having that tendency,
and espeeially its late exertions in conjunction with the City
Corporation, fix the improvement of the iwmportaut harbour ot
Toronto. It is true that this praise-worthy course was naturally
to he expected from such a Society on the very spot; but it
was still not the less commendable as an influential move in
the right direction, which, it was hoped would in time be
cereditably followed by Members of the Association residing in,
or eonnected with, other parts of the extensive region within

% X Iarge mapof the Western District accompanicd Major Lachlan’s
paper, eshibiting the geucral physical features of the country and
shoang m the Townslup of Colchester the extent and distribution of
the luland Marshes adverted to in the text.  Tie map of the West-
ern Dastewet, pabusied by Madear & Co., Turento, may be referred ¢g
with advantize in thoe perasal of Major Lachlan’s paper.



