1852.] MISCELLANEOQUS

YORILIGN.
The New Crystal Paluce at Sydenham,

On Thursiay Iast tho first column of the uew Crystal Palace was
crected, amudst the acelamations of a lage and \cra' 1espectablo
company. Ine seenery mound the spot chosen is very beantsful, and
the site presents facilities and opportunities which, it 1 expected, will
be made goud use of by thuse who have charge of the undeitaking.

The eompany present included many illustrious in rauk, science,
literatuie, mind emnnercial rank . andlettons of apology, regretting thar
abseuce, were tead from some of the must distieguished persons i the
country.

At half-past two o’clock, the sisitors, guided by a programime which
had been dehivered to them, assembled tound the spot where the pllar
of the palace was to be planted ; and shoitly afterwards a procession
advanced, preceded and marshalled by M, Huker, the toastmaster.
Six workmen, bearing a lnge and handsome banner, in-cribed “Success
to the Palace of the People,” were followed by Mr. Laing, M.P. (the
Chairman of the Crystal Palice Company), Mr. F. Fuller, and the other
directors.  The column was mnmediately nised and inserted in i1
socket, thice youny lads assisting in the operation. A bottle was
deposited uuder the pilar, contaming the cotus of the realm, and a
paper bearng the following inscription i

* Phis Column, the fist support of the Cry=tal Pabee, a building of purely Enzhish
Architectute, fof the rete tion At lnsirastoic ol The Milijui, was erected on
the Sth day of Muzest, 1IN 1 the 16ty ear of the ten of Her Majesty GQueen \ ictoria,
by ‘anmcel Latuz, U o M P Chmrnn of thie Cry st Palace Cotpany, Fhe otizinad
atructure, of which tns colomn furm< a part, was built, atter the desizn of Sir Jiseph
Faxton, by Messrs. For Hewdetson, & Co L and tood i Hade Park, where it tevepad
the contrivutiuns O wil Natwns, at e Work's Ladntauon, inthie Y ear of our Logd (201,

1, your glasy,
Will 10 lerily discorer 10 yoursels
‘That of yourself which yet you hnow notofl.”

The new building, which is expected to be finished by the 1stof May,
1853, will duffer inmany importaut respects from the old. In consequence
of the great fall in the park in which it will be sitnated, an additiunal
story will be necessay 1u front, which will have the effect of remedying
a defeet 1 the old sttucture,—~the want of clevation, as compared with
its vast length. A shght cuitmliment of length wall also be made,
although the area of ground covered will be equal to that oecupied Ly
the Hyde-park buildmg.  The centre transept wall be extended into a
semi-encular roof of 120 fect diameter; and two smaller tansepts will
be placed towards the ends of the butlding.  The centre buansept will
be nearly 200 feet in height, and 120 1 width; those at the sides 150
feet Tugh, and 72 wide,  The columns and guders, justead of falling co
1apidly towaids the extieme end, and thereby preventing the spectator
from aruving at & conception of the extent of the butlding, will not
now keep the same hie as before, but mvery 72 feet pars of columns,
21 feet apart, wil advance 8 feetinto the nave, and funn these columns
will spring arched girders 8 feet deep, in lattice work of wiought sron,
which support the gieders of the roof.  These advanemg colomns, ted
together, will funn groups of pdlars bke thase s gotine cathedral,
and vecuning at evay 72 feet dunn the nave, will furnish to the eye
a means of waaswing which it had not lfore,  The ends of the
building wili extend into large wings, attached 16 one of which will be
the railway staton, and these wings will ternmnate 1o lofty glass towas,
The area in foant will be laud out 1o terraces and gardens, mterspersed
with statues, fountains (one of wlich will 1ee tothe heght of upwards
of 200 feet), and temples, and adorued by a chuice collection of plants,
ghrubs, and flowers.

One of the mast conspicuous and attractive sections will be that of
Ethnology.  No muscum has yet ever attenptad to show mudels of
the ditfferent varietiex of the human tace, together with their national
costumes, then domestic sud agricultural nuplements, tuerr armour,
their dwellings, their modes of conveyance, and other charactenstie
ohjects appertainmng to them But, under the guiding direcuon and
personal superintendence of such an emincnt ethnologistas Dr. Lathauw,
no fews are entertamed but that all these sall vue day vrnament the
compartments «f this noble buildina, and that avery large proporuon
of a complete collection will be ready by the opening.

It is intended to anange the growing plauts in such 2 manner as to
show what are the peculiarities which maik the Flora of different paits
of the world.  To this end the sutface of our globe will be divided
into_regons, or natwral provinees, which are cach chaacterized by
particular 1aces of animals and vegetables, and all the arrangements of
natural objects will tend towards the dne illustration of the “countries”
(as it were) which nature has mapped out upon our eanth, and which
she has peopled with the subjects of her three kingdosms,

The ethnolugical specimens will, therefore, appear near the plants of
the region to which they both belong.  Clure by them will be placed
speeimens of the most charactaristic quadrupeds, birds, reptiles, tishes,
mollusca, aud insects, which are to Le found in the same parts of the
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world. All these will be shown in the attitudes most natural {o them,
awd best exemphifying their peculiar habits and dispositions ; for which
purpnse the assistanco of the exhibitor of the most life-like stuffed
specimens in the Great Exlubition will be obtained.  The fish will be
l:ro%(;\'ud on a plun not hitherto tricd, that of making them appear to

¢ swimming, 1 very large glass vessels containing a suflicient quantity
of some preservatne fluid havivg the appearance of water. The
mallusea will be repreented, not by their shell only, but by shells
containing madels of the nuimals crawling or swimming in the leealitics
pecnliar to them ;. and 1 all cases the sl or situation wlich il these
creatires inhabit will be snatated and represented a8 closely as pussaibile.
S that a visdor wall find hunsddf surrounded, wherever e goes, by
groups of objecty, taken from all the three kingdoms of wature ; not
pl: ced, ike wuseum specimens, “all in a tow,” but astistically miranged
»0 48 to exhthnt indivadual habits aud peculianties to the best advantage;
and 80 associated as to give an aceutate wden of the Fauna and Flora
of the region they are destgned to illustrate. The selechon of
charactenstic examples of the zeological portion has been Kindly
undertaken by Professor Edward Forbes, Me. Waterhouse, and Mr.
Gould, whose attainments, as naturalists, are too well known to need
comment; and the wholo will foun an extensive senes of small
collections, illustrating, in & manner unever hitherto attemypted, the
physical gcngm'.»!.y of the whole world,  Such an exhibunion, while it
cannot fail to be amusing, will be, at the same time, replete with
instruction of the soundest character, and afford a clearer insight into
the subject of the distribution of plants and animals vn the sutface of
the carth than many mouths of reading.

It is ultimately intended to exhibit a series of geological illustrations,
corresponding to those of physical geography, on a scale wihich no
geological wuseuwm can aticn;, for want of space.  Not only will the
external appearances of the carth’s crust at different pleces be shown,
but also the geological strata of particular portions.  Medels will be
prepared to diustrate mining and quarrying, to show the action and
tesults of voleanoes and catthquakes, and to exhibit geology in its
practical bearings with 1eference to well-sunking, the supply of water
tunuelling, &c. ~ The name of Professor Austed will be a suflicient
guarantee for the accutacy of execution of these details,

For the present, however, the principal endeavours of the Company
are concentrated in bringing out as complete a cullection as pussible of
Life-sized restorations of those colussal extinct animals and birds, which
we now only know of by thar fossil vemams.  Under the direction of
Dr. Mantcll, it is contidently believed that a muscom of such creatures
wall be formed which will eacite the wouder of every one, and afford
little opportunity for disapprobation,esen amongst the most scrupulously
particular anatomists.

Reference must also be made to another section of the natural history
department, which is hikely to prove the most useful and commercially
valuable pottion of the exhibition; though, perhaps, not one of the
most attiactive, . We allude to the collection of 1aw produce, which is
designed to show all the various articles tuken from the animal, vegetable
and mioeral Kicgdoms, aud applied to srnamental and useful purposes
by the skill of man. Wath this view, the directors mvite the assistance
of all, in the way of cuntributions of 1aw products, either now 1 use
or Likely te be biought into use, in the ans and manufactures; and
thiey may reasonably ook forward -2 no distant period to being able
to show such a collection of raw materials, conventently ananged and
tutely labelled, as shall not only contey an untcnse amount of uscful
instraction to the mass, but give a far greater impalse to improvement
amongst the manufacturers of Evorope than was impirted even by the
Gieat Exhibition of 135L.—/llustrated London News,
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Tue Eupetwe Powe-Davn as 1 Strasp.—After the satisfactory
completivn of the requis te artangements which bad been for some time
ending botween the Electiie 'l'c?c::t:xph Company and the Astronomer
‘l syal ac Greenwich, M. Edwae Clark, the Company's engineer, had
entristed W him the cousttucton of the ingemous apparatus for the
develupement of the electiie telegraph system, as applied to the regu-
lation of time on a plan for distributiog and correcung mean Green-
wich tinie in Lumdon aml at all the pancipal poits throughout the
United Kingdom every day at oue o’clock.  The bail that has recently
been raized on a pole upon the dome of the Electric Telezraph Com-
pany’s West-end station, No. 418, Strand, apposito Huugerford-market
(stnmlar to the Lall which surmounts the Royal Observatory at Green-
wich,) which i3 a remarkable object of attraction to all persons passing
to and from the west-end to the eity, 18 now completed. It is about ¢
feet high and 16 fect in cirenmfercuce, made of zine, and painted of a
bright red colour, 8o that it may the more clearly be discerned at a
distance, and can with case accommodate threc persous in the interior,
It has 2 broad gilt beliround it, thes having the appearanceof a  great
globe,’” and at the extrenuty of the shuft 18 a cruss, or bright gilded
weather wand, with the four punts, N. 3. E. W ; and below the arms
of the Electric Telegraph Company, with ther iu'tials, «“E.T.C.?
Many difficulties have been experienced in the completion of this new



