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At the age of three the Çossack"
learns to sit astride a horse in the
courtyard of his father's house.
Two years later he shows hirnself
on horseback in the village street,
and exercises with his young côm-
rades. No wonder that at the age
of twenty he seems almost to b&e
one flesh with the sturdy beast that
carries him. A cominon exploit is

These nomad hordes grew ini power
and number tili they became a for-
midable force, and. as the Oossacks,
or " free men,"'- were more friendly
to their Russian kinsfolk than to
the Tartars, they gradually forxned
as a convenient bùffer state. They-
elected their own atanians (het-
mnans) or chiefs tili the beginning
of the present century; they owned

COSSÂCK BORSEIAJNSHIP.

to charge at full speed standing on
t'heir horses, finring their long gcns
ana stooping suiddenly to pick up
articles on the ground, as shown in
Our cut.

The Cossacks *are said. by some
authorities to have orig;nated from
emigrrants who could not stand the
slavery of the ]Russian system, and
preferred so far back as the tenth
century to lead a noniadic robber
life in the Steppes of the Tartars.

large herds of cattie, and many of
them. attained considerable wealth.

tlnder the present regime, there
are no less 'than fity-one regiments
of Cossacks, under the eleven main
tribal dlivisions. Chief of these are
the Coesacks of the Don.

At Russian, military reviews the
Cossack always plays a notable part.
Every inember of the squadron is
a rider who coula put the cleverest
circus acrobat to shame; and the
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