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or if they do, one easily can see by
their sadness, that the fear of death a-
lore has influenced them in their eon-
duct. Those people are not bewitehed,
as some pretend ; the love of their re-
ligion is the only tie that binds them to
it: I myselfam far from being at my
ease. I am tormented day and night in
a troubled state of mind : yes, there is
something extraordinary in this religion
of Jesus !’ '
‘ Notwithstanding this admiration
which Christianity extorts from its ene-
* imies, it does not relax their ardour in
rsecuting it: -Three “other Confes-
sors fell into their hands : namely, Jas.
Nam, an 'Annamite Priest, ‘Antony
Dich, a rich Christian, in whose house
Father Nam was concealed ; and Mi-
chiel ‘Mi, mayor of the village. We
shall -speak the more willingly of the
courage and struggles of those three il-
lustrious martyrs, as they belong to our
Mission, and exhibited a eonstancy
which was admired even by the pagans
themselves. After having made every
effort to seduce the Annamite Pricst by
‘the most flattering promises, and the
threats of torture, the mandarins, per-
ceiving that it was in vain to attempt
persuasion, ceased their insidious soli-
citations. They did not even iry his
fortitude by flogging, persuaded that
“such a measure would only serve to add
_to the shame of their defeat; and what
is more, touched by the affability of his
mauners, they paid him cortain marks
-. of attention, by putting upon him a light
* edngue, and permiiting him to visit the
other prisoners every morning. He
availed himself of this permission, to
take care of his -brethren- in the faith,

“4dnd upliold their courage by. hischeer-.
" filness; and- by religions. consolations,
“which ‘he:imparted to them.. This ex-.

this habitation, which every one looks
upon as the dungeon of misery and des-
pair. One of those to whom his chari-
table offices were most useful, was An-
tony Dich; this old man, sixty-nine
years of age, seemed sometimes dispos-
ed to yield-to the severity of his suffer-
ings. The natural horror of a violent
death, the remembrance of his family,
fortune, and friends, were so many ties,
which attached bim strongly to life, and
prevented him from entering with ar-
dou: into the arena of martyrdom. But
his faith soon triumphed over the weak-
ness of nature, and he became as invin-
cible as his fellow-suflerers to the as-
saults of hell. The- exhortations of
Michael Mi, his son-in-law, contributed
greatly to uphold his ecurage. *Re-
fleet, father,’ said he to him, ¢that your
great age does not warrant you in hop-
ing to live long. Two kinds of death
are placed before you ; ore of thumis
natural, the consequences o1 which are
uncertain ; the other, inflicted by your
persecutors, which will be followed by
an eternity of happiness; how can you

 hesitate in your choice, when it is so
-easy to see which is the best?

If, in
such circumstances, it were lawful to
regret life, it is I, who am young, and
vigorous, that otght to be excused for
doing.so; and yet you see with what joy
I renounce my life, for the sake of God.
Your children are all grown up, and
settled in the world ; during the remain-
der of your life, you can be of no use to
them, and by dying a martyr you will
be a subject of glory and edification to
them. I shall ‘eave after me a young
widow with four infant children, as yet
incapable of gaining a liviihood; but
God who hasgiven them to me, will not
fail to provide for all their wants, and

that from heaven, where we shall short-

~ cellent father diffused joy throughout|ly be,and where we shall protect them



