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fiery conflict of his thought consumed his
very flesh. He tells us that the most help-
ful uninspired sentence he ever Lieard was
one that he found at this time in Milner's
¢ History of the Church ;" *‘ To believe,
to sutfer, and to love, was the primitive
state,” i. e., of the early Christians, This
he made the purpose of his life. At the
Cape of Goud Hope he went ashore. A
furivus war was raging between the English
and Dutch for the possession of that point.
Amwmid the horrors of the battle-field, bend-
ing over the fallen furms of Euglish,
Dutch, or Hottentot braves, he had his
baptismal expervience of a kind of duty
such as the elegant and thronged church-
es of England never gave him.

Arriving in Calcutta he was felled by
fever, and his weakened body became a
source of discouragement overcome only by
his deathless devotion. The horrid rites
of widow burning and devil worship were
then practiced. He said he ¢ shivered as
standing in the neighborhood of hell.”
English friends urged his remaining at
Calcutta, where he would meet with
countrymen and could preach as much as
1 ¢ wished without danger, receiving a sal-
ary as army chaplain. But Mastyn deter-
mined to go to the heathen beyond, to
whom others would not go.

Fur weeks he pushed his way in a little
hoat up the Ganges, during the day trans-
lating Scripture into Bengalee by the aid
of his hoatmen, at night talking of Christ
to the natives on the shore.  Passing into
new provinces he found new dialects tobe
mastered.  His rare scholarly habit and
genius came to his help At Dinapore we
tind this iu Lis dinry of a day : ** Morning
in Sanscrit: afternoon, Bahar dialect: con-
tinued Inte at night writing on Parables in
Beogalee.  The wickedness and cruelty of
wasting a moment when so many nations
are waiting till 1 do my work.” He finds
that he has use for Arabic, too, in dealing
with Mohammedans, and therefore masters
that tongne. Then the Persian language
is studied. The man seems to bave been
a mingling of Max Muller and Livingstone.

Through tho glaring sun he traversed
the saudy plains of the Ganges hundreds
of miles to Cawnpore, fainting, fesered,
with a terrible disease developing in his
chest. He preeched statedly to theeo!.liers
in the barracks, and at times tho ywor
natives would gather by the thousand in
front of his door to receive his alms and
hear his addresses. A strange fascination

went out from his persen to all who came
in contact with him. A fellow English
Christian, speaking of Martyn's ill health,
said : ** If I could make you live longer, 1
would give up any child I havs, and myself
into the bargain.”

Physical nature could not endure the
strain of that intense spirit, and Martyn’s
condition necessitated his return to Eng-
land, But he was not quite satisfied with
the correctness of his Persian translation
of the New Testament, and therefore pro-
posed to put in an intermediate journey
to Persia to perfect it. Pale, emacinted,
tuo weak to speak except in a low vuice,
he seemed to live only by force of soul.
They beheld him *“ standing on the verge
of ancther world, and ready to take his
flight,” ratherthanabout to endure another
earthly journey.

His thirtieth birthday found him en
route for Persia. 1n his journal he says :
* Iam now at the age when the Saviour
of men began His ministry—when John
the Baptist called a nation to repentance.
Let ine now think for myself and act with
energy. Hitherto I have made my youth
and insignificance an excuse for sloth and
imbecility ; now let me have a character
and act for God.”

After several months he reached Persia.
He was prostrated by sunstroke. Recover-
ing suflicient strength, he penetrated she
country. The therinometer in June rang-
ed from 120 degrees to 126 degrees. He
existed only by wrapping himsclf in heavy
bLlankets to exclude the heat, or wet
| blankets to temper it.  So he traversed
the plains. Then over the mouatains
where the culd at night was piercing, but
with a fire in his head, his skin dry as &
cinder, his pulse almost convulsive.

Reaching Shiraz, the Persian seat of
' learning, he began a new translation of the
! Testament with the help of some intelli-
| gent Persian gentlemen. While doing
| this work he debated publicly with their
great men, and wrote articles in reply to
their chief books. Sharp arguments were
sometimesinterspersed withbrickbatshurl-
ed at hishead. Within the year his trans-
lation was cumpleted. He would lay it
before the Persian king. To accomplish
this another long journey was undertaken.
To its natural hardship was added the
danger to his life from the bigotry of the
people, as they knew his mission to intro-
Iduce a foreign religion. He one day at-
I tended a reception given by the Vizier,
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