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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

Winnipeg, Saturday Afternoon, Aug. 28.

The outlook continues very hopaful.
In fact tho feeling has changed from
oune of hopefulness Yo one of great
confidenco. This is owing to the fact
that the great bulk of the wheat crop
I8 now in shock, without suffering
damago of any kind, and is practicaily
past danger of damage from frost. Tho
feeling has not been so hopeful lor
many years. Travellers returning
from the country report that mer-
chants are In good spirits. One trave
eller, wlio has been on the road ton
yeaxrs says lie never saw tlie mer-
chants in better spirits. Of coursa,
thie basis of this feeling is the favor-
able outlook [or good prices for Muni-
toba’s great staple product— wheat,
but in addition to this the develop-
ment of mining in the west has been
of mueh benefit to the trade of the
city. It Is belng recognized that the
vast regions surrounding the prairie
belt, which were regarded by many as
valuelesy territories, have great sour-
ces of wealth peculiar to each district,
the development of which will add
great]y to the population and wealth
of Western ‘Canada, and provido a
home market for the products of the
food-producing prairie region. A feat-
ure of the jobbing trade of the city has
been the filng of orders for the Yu-
kon trade, in provisions, clothing, ete,
Theso vrders come mostly from Brit-
ish Columbla coast merchants, who
have been obliged vo draw upon Wine
nipeg for supplies. :

There lhave been no important dis-
turblpg features. The faflure of a
private banking “concern i Ontario,
with a branch at Glenboro, in  Mani.
toba, 1s not considered of much «von.
sequence nere, as the liabilities are
pot lieavy. Baok clearanves at Win.
nipeyr this week (see statement in an-
otler column) were a little less than
for tie corrcsponding week a year
ago.

WINNIPEG MARKETS.

Winuipeg, Saturday Afturnoon, Aug. 28.

BOOTS AND SHOES.

Mhe feature of thig branch has been
a demaad for winter footwear In moc-
caslug, ielt shoes, ete., from British
Columbly coapt merchants for the
Yukon trade. (Fall stocks have bteen
largely shipped out, and the season's
trade las been satisfactory.

DRY GOODS.

The dry goods trade is satisfactory.
Jobbers arv very hopeful. This week
there has been a good demand for
harvesting mitts and gloves, with a
falr sorting trade in otdier lines. Fall
shipments are well out.

DRIHGES.

Cream tartar is firm at the advance
reported from atroad. <Cagtor oll i
firm, owing to reported scarcity of
the raw material, Local prices are
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Tho {irst oystors i bulk, for the
goason. parrived this week, ‘Dhis is
the ondy now feature. (Prices are as
follows for fresh fish: ‘White § 1-2c,
pickeral 4¢, trout 9¢, salmon 12¢, halil-
but, 10¢ per 1b; kippered goldeyes, 80c
per doz. QOysters are quoted at TOc
for solects in cans and $2.60 per gal-
lon in bulk. .

GROCERIBES.

Businpess I8 fairly active for the
season and prices steady. Sugars are
firm, with higler prices talked of. All
advices on teag are very atrong. [Re-
ports of advances abroad are voming
to hand. New drled fruits also hold
firm in first hands, and the tendency
Iz to ask highrr prices than were of-
fored at opening quotations. See
prices on ancther page.

HARDWARE,

Business is good for the season.
There is no change to note in the
hardware branch this week, See quo-
tations on another page.

LTNMBBER,
DManufacturers report that they
hawve hpd a very bupy summer. The
mills have handled more stuff than
for many years, but manufecturerg
claiin that prices are mot remunera-
tive. damumfacturers here have bad
to compete with a very lnferlor class
of Jlumler which Liag been coming in
{rom thpe United States. Much of this
imported stuff {8 simply rotten rub-
bish, but o how! is raised if some of
this stuff is sold under quotations of
home manufactured Jumber, and
manefacturers pre charged with ask-
ing high prices, With the generalim-
provement in itrade, manufacturers
hope for more profitable business.

GRIEN FRUITS,

There Is alarge demand for fraits,
this being thie preserving season, The
run is ipninly on peaches aud plums
and though cor loads are arriving al-
most daliy from the Pacific goast
states, dealers so far have hardly been
able to supply the goods fast
enough. The fruit arrivivg is very
fins quality, and thero Is scarcely any
which is not taken as fast a8 it arc
rives at futl prices. Prices on peaches
oand plums are 15¢ per box lower this
week, the drop laving taken place on
Wecnesday. A car of British Columbia
plums came in, being the first lot of
the season, but they arrived in very
bad shape, and sold at from $1 per
box«down to almost any price—see reft-
erenco to R-itish Columbio fruit in an-
other colv apn, Ontario plums are of-
fering in .ae cast tu ship, but Ontario
fruit has turned out in such bad cown-
ditior: in the past, that dealers are
afraid to touch it, while the prices
would not enable them to
sell very materfully lvwer than cholce
Pacilic coast goods. When
aud plums in first class condition can
be had at present prices from the
coast, there is not much inducement
t risk bringing in fruit which is more
thap likely to turn out badly vat of
condition, and which woud Iiavs to
be so0l¢ at a very low price to induce
consumers to touch it. Soft
or spottedt fruit Is pot suitubte for
cauiLhg, as It 1s very liablo 1o spui!
and 1t is oniy fit for jam, or sumething
of that nature. Tlhicre is a cousuler-
abit demand for red apples, dut it i+
too eurly in the scason for yed vari-
oties. There is an abundanl supply

-

of good cooking apples, and also yel-

w entiug apples, but fancy red ap-
Jles canuot be obtained yet in  any
coystderable supply. Blueberrles cou-
tinue very scarce. Arrivals aro not
equal to gupply lialf of tle orders, ovon
at present high prices. Bananas are
ﬂottlng liigher, and as the demand

very Hmited at thls seasou, tliere
is not muci money in haundiing them.
The higher freight rate on bananas,
montioned lagt week, will not go into
effect here after all, though it lhas
gone {nto effect in the States to tho
south. ‘This bigher rate is made by
tho western {relght clagsification, but
frelght for Winnipeg is handled on the
Canadlan joint classifioation, betwesn
hero and polnts sowth, 8o that the new
nanana rato iU lege than car lots will
not affect this market. ‘Melohs are
in only moderate demand and stocks
are running out. Tlere lias not been
much momney in them for the trade
hore, prices belng low, Pears are
easier, Momatoes are arriving slow-
Jy and qualities rather poor, Last
in sold at 75¢ per orate, owing to
poor quality, No orabg In. Prices
on mitmeg and osage melons are
aominal, as there are none in.
Prices aro as follows: Call-
fornla late Valencia oranges $6 tn
$6 50 per tox: bananas per buuech,
$1.76 t¢ $2.50; Callfornia lemous, $6
a box; pio plants 11-2¢ per lb; toma-
toes, 76¢ to $1 per crate of four
baskets; plums $1.25 4o $1.40; fcr
four basket crate;Califormia peache s
$1.25 to $1.40 per box; Waghing
ton and Oregon pears, $2 to
$2.25 box; watermeloms, $3 per doz.;
Washingtoa crabs, nominal, $1 per
box of 30 Ibs. net; blueberrles, 8¢ to
10c 1b; apples $3.75 to $4.25 pen bar-
re); nutmeg melons, $1.20 basket; Os-
age melons, $2 per crate.

PAINTS, OILS, ETC.

The feature of this branch Is the
strong market for lnseed ofl. Prices
advanced 8c on dfonday, and will no
doubt go higher, owing to the ‘“boom"
in flax soed. See article on flax seed
on anothpr page, [Plate glass is go-
ing out freely., Budiness Is good
for the season. See quotations on
another page.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.
WHEAT--It is a Jong time since tlhe
wheat markets have -experienced such
ashaking up as they lave of late.
Such wiid 1luctuations in prices, day
alter day are certainly quite remark-
able. The best jnformed operators are
all at sea as to the outcome. These
wild fluctuations cannot be consider-
ed a healthy sign, as it gives the ap-
pearance ol -manjpulation and wild
speculation. It is in the interest of
legitimate trade thet prices should
steady down to a mwore regular basls.
There is much builisly news floating
about, particularly owing to unfavor-
able reports as to the epring wheat
crop of the three great wheat states
of Minnesote, and the Dakotas. The
crop was greatly over-estimated, ow-
ing to favorable conditions early 7 -
the season, and it took quite a time -
to convinco the vrade that tlw orop
was not a big one. Now it eeems pro-
able that many reports of damege are
exaggerated and that the other ex-
treme is belng resorted to. Btilll it
seems certain that the crop will ar
erage rathe rlight and tiwe quality
r. South Dakota is tho poores
and the northern portion of the thres
states is the best. Still, it is early yol
to acoept all Teporis as re



