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The quentios of fire insuranco is one of gon.
oral intercat ta business mon, and anything now
in this direction 1a always worthy of attention.
Fire lnscranco in the West has feng 1yecn a
burning queation. Inhurance rates have aud are
stili very high bore. White thoe bas beon a
good deai of gruînhling against the insurance,
conipaniea on the one baud, the latter claim that
rates are as low as thoy can be .mado considor.
iug the risks whieb met bc taken, aud elle
generai lack of appiancea in many country
towns for coping with lires.

It la net at present the intention ta discuts
rates. The matter of providing fire protection
is of as great, if net of greater, importance
than that of insuranco rates. In conjunction
witb the discussion of rates, this journal
has always urged the neceasity of prcviding
every possible protection againat ire. Business
men as %voit as insurance companies are inter-
estedl In preventing the destruction of property
frein lire. A nowv plan of lire protection, pro.
poped by a Winnipeg insurence man, will there-
fore bc of interest te marchants throughout
the country.

Mr. A. Holloway, cf tbis city, has recontly
publisheli a circuler gi-.ing particulars of a
plan o! fire protection wbich he proposes for
sinail towns, whore other modes of protection
cannot ho convenieutly appicd. Hie plan la ta
have lire walls erected at etated distances, ta
serve as r. break in the long rowa of woodon
buildings. Our emaller prairie tewns are muade
up aimost entireiy qf wooden buildings, and as
a mile theso buildings are strutig elong in a row,
close together. A good lire wall erected bere
and there, would no doexbt serve as an excellent
break, ana would savo a great deal cf property
freint destruction. Once a lire gets fairly start.
cd in eue of these woodea towns, it means the
destruction of ail the property within ita reach.
This bas been tha experieuce cf msny western
towns in the past. The coat cf procuring ef-
ficient lire, protective appliauces is considerablo,
white in seina instances tht cest cf providiug a
supply cf water would be so, great as te be
beyoud the meas cf tho suisîlar tawns.
Another important inaLter i8 kesping lire pro.
tective appliancea iu rapair, sud it is often the
expericuce that whan they are nceded. thay are
not rcady for use. The lire.wall would hava
this advantage, that it would net got out cf
order, and would bc alWayb on guard, and
".ready for business."

Mr. Holloway daiîms for bis systeir. thst the
flre.walls eau be erectud «"at infinitely leua
cost thau Lthe purchase- cf fire appliances."
This wo are notable to disputa, as we bave net
the necessa-ryjknowlecdge cf building ta preae
an estimata cf the cost cf the walls. Tha cost,
howcvcr, would vary in differoot, towns, ae-
cording te tihe supply of material at lîandJete.
The proposai is ta have was amectcd cf a thick.
mica ce f nine luches for iNnn story buildings, thir-
teen iochtes tbick aI. thse base sud tne najches
thiclt on the upperatory for two stery buildinga,

mnd elgisteen incises thick for Ltse Lwe firsI.
and nine luches thick for the third story of
Lhre story buildings. The lysils would extend

saorne distance ahove the roof sud sufliciently ln
the rear te protect edjoiuing buildingis. The
walls couid be used by parties building cmi aither
sida, thus decreasing the cost, of such buildings.
This is the plan proposed, mnd we give ît for
tho consideration of those interested.

A plan cf, tha, tov<n of Oak Lalke, Manitoba,
lias been prepared by Mr. Holloway, showing
insurance rates with and without tne firc.walls.
Tho rata cf $7 20 on the hotel lie proposes ta
malice $4.50 witll thme lire walls. Tise rate cf
$6.45 on the Ibusiness places cf Lise Lowu
ho would reduce ta $3. 15 ta 23.50. A prapor.
tienate reduction evould aIse, be muade an thse
contenta cf buildings.

REF11gIIG BUTTER,
A littIe feeling lias; beeu maised battwcen tise

marchants aud farmers cf the Mordeit district
because the dealers cf LlîaL place have decided
ta discontinue the custoin cf taking butter lu
trade. TisaI tisa business mes cf Morden
absould corne ta this decision, la net et ail ta be
woudercd et. It is a wall-kuown fact tisat
haudling butter has becs the cause of a great
deal a! lcss ta merchants cf lato years. Ie feet
IL bias beeu a mosI. unprolitable business ail
through, and the outlook for the fu.ture 18 net
any better. Butter values ara lew in ail
mnarkets, aud a good deal cf thse stuif wbich
country marchants are obliged te tako is prac-
Lically nsaleable, except for grease. WiLis
ahundanceocf butter and low prices, consumera
will take nothing but tisa clsoicest article, and
the balance is a drug everywlîere.

But aside froin this aspect cf tise case al-
tegether, why asonuld metcissuts take butter lu
trade or on accotint any more than tisey abould
taire auy other article whicli the farmner wishes
te dispose of ? The fermer who, wished ta 511l
tise mremclsnt's cellar up with tumnips in ex-
change for goods, %vould have as good reason ta
grumble at a refusai te de busines on tisese,
lises, us would the fariner wbo was refusedt
goods lu exebauge fer butter. Wheat la an
article o! far more staple value tIssu butter, and
wby should flot this be taken in excisange as a
maLter cf course ?

The sooner this truck.and-trade business la
dlone away with the better le will hc for al
cn"ucemncd. Thse marchant pays legal tender
for bis goode, sand lie ahould dispose cf thein as
ncariy as possible in the saine way. If he takes
aIl sorts of truck ln trade lie is certain ta lose
oceaaioually, as he cannet ho expccted ta know
the, value of produce thorougsly and attend te
bis otber business et tho saine tima. Thse hast
way ta, bandle butter would bo for farinera ta
dispose of iL fer cash te parties wbo would
maire a business cf huying iL in that way, the
r=me as grain, cattie, meate, etc., are now
hcught sud seld. The fariner could thon taire
bi? cash te the mercheant snd buy gooda and hoe
would probably de botter than under the ex-
Change syst4,rn.

Se fa as butter is concerne tise Lruck-aud-
trado systein bas worked a great injury. It
bas hcu fouud practicallyiinpossible for deal.
ers te discriminate as ta quality when taking
butter lu tradte. For f car of oliendiugcuata.

1013

mers tboy bave biesu cbliged te take ail qualities
cf butter at about the samne price, and Luis
meant that tisey lied oltlior te psy toc, mucb for
pour butter or two littie for choico. On an
ayarage thse prico, generaiiy paid bas becu lu
exceas cf rosI value, as msny merchants bavô
iound eut te their sorrow. By the refusai of
maorchants ta take butter in extobauge for thoir
gooda, tbe trado would ho tbrowu into the
bauds o! produca dealers wbo 'vouid buy IL
according te quality for wbat iL was worth,
and tisa resuit evould be ta place the butter
trade cf tbe country on a botter footing than lb
ever eau attain under tise present systeru. By
payimîg csash for butter accomding to quality tisa
production of clîcice butter would ho eccur-
aged, sud tisa couîntry would bo tisa gainer
tboreby. 'Tiix CosmtEçcmAL bas more Ibmn
once stated oe this that tho hest way te sel.ve
the butter question would be for merchants ta
give up taking tha article iu tradoa, sud allow
produce, dealers ta purchaso iL for cash fer wbat
if was wortb.

iNOTE.-Tlio article &ave wia written os
tise strengti cf an item wbich appeared in tise
Morden Méors. We learu front a Morden
mercisant that tise report lu the Monitor is mis.
leadiug. What tho Merdast mnarchants hava
refiiscd te do is te accept butter in payment cf
bock accounts. Tiscy still taira butter ini trade
àt its cash markeat value wheu packod in uow
tubs, and they bave aise refusedt ta supply
custamors witis tubs frc, as bas beeu tise
custsua in semae parts ef Manitoba heretfome.
Tbe Morden morcîscuta lu mnakiug tisis move are
sRnply carrying eut the resolutien unsuimous-

ly dotedattie maerchants' convention held
lu Winnipeg lest winter. Thse Morden mer-
chant rcferred ta aboyae, says thoero is nio badl
feeling hetwaeu tho farinersand merchants
upon the butter question.]

THE BlERRING SEA TROUBLE,
That Lisoro bas beau somothing of a haek-

clown on the part cf tho United States Gavers-
ment frein tise ahaurd position Laken ou the
Behring Sea difficulty, sceems to ha generally
underataod. Thougis thora, la a geed deai of
official secmecy as te tise actual atate o! affaire,
eneuglibas leaked cut ona way sud anothor ta
couvioco the public that sucb ia the case. It la
stated on apparently good authority, tisat the
British Caverninent detcmmined tbat furtiser
seizures c! Britlish vessels iu Bah ring Ses, would
net hoe Lolerated, anmd notificd tise Washîington
authorities te this eud. Thsis report C'omiug
frein London is appareutly berna cut by certain
naval movemonts, suais as the atrengthenisg of
the Britishs lcoLin the Norths 1acilic aud ather
Amarican waters. At t'o saine Lime reporta
coma freint lashirigton thut the authorities
thora hava flunkeli ou the Behring Ses, question.
The Detroit Free Iress, for instance, sarcasti.
caliy ramarka that Sir Juian Paunceforte,
Britisb Minister aI. Washington, la net saw
ncgotiating with Mm. Vlaine upen this question,
hecausa <'ho does't bave ta," intimating thora.
by that the Govomomeut lied backed clown frein
iLs prutensions as- te jurisdiction la Behring Sas.
It seerus ta ho genomally conceded that Canadien
sealers wvill net bo molostedl thia season. This
wculd go te show tisat if the Britishs Gavarnieut
hadl used a littIe firinness on tise start and
undertaken ta proteet British suipa lu pursuing
a iawfnl avacaticu. lu Behring Sea, tisa question
would have beau aatia!actorly scttled long ago,


