
oombination would aimnt hold the b'd.
-ance oi power in the Huse. The people
of Manitoba have therefore good reason
.te believe that the <lays of diballowance
are numbered. The desicd restait niay
.be readiy acconpliied, if tho Nortawcst-
ersi representativcs but do thpir duty.

In the other provinces cf the Dominion
the resuit of the elections did mot show a
aufficient change to indicato anything in
particular. In Ontario no doubt the
National Policy wats not without its influ-
ence in upholding the administration,
Mr. Blake's tardy and qualified admis-
xions that ho would not disturb the tariff,
not beirîg expP-cit enough tu convince
manufacturera of his thorougli conversion
ta protectionist ideas. The Rielite niove-
ment in Quebec may also have operated
again3t the Liberals in Ontario, thereby
counte.racting any beitefit front thear tacit
to acceptance of the National Policy.

SETTLE DOWJ TO BUSIXESS.
The country has been in a state of ex-

pectancy for the pust few weeks, such as
is usually the case during the progresa of
an election contest, with ail its attendat.t
excitement and unsettlinig of commercial
affairs. But now that the cause cf dis-
quietude has bepi» remioved, it is hoped
that busines:i matters will at once setuie
devin and go on as before without inter-
ruption. Merchants who have devoted
almost their entire attention to politice
for the paqt few weeks, wii now lie at
liberty ta take up once more the manage-
moent of their business affaîrs, and a:, little
tite as possible should Le lost in useless
i-efloction over the past contest. A ra-
view of the situation, howevor, with
special reference tu the future, tii%.M not
he out of place.

The Governn'ent wont juta the contest
with the. alinost unwieidy naajority of
about seventy, in a bouse of about 210
members. It has cone out witît a greaely
reduced maiority, but still probably quite
sufficient to enable it ta adiniister the
affairs of the country successfuiiy. Aside
f rom a party standpoint, there is reason
for congratulation at the result. A very
largo najority begots carelessness and even
arrogance on the part of ant administration,
especialiy when continued for several
terins of office. The traie friends of Con-
servatiin in Canada could therefore not
feel other thati dîsappointed, hail the
Goverminent heen condrmed in office with
an averwhelming majority, such as it bua
received at the two previaus eleciions.
Bat whilst a very large majority, .lang
continued, in Dot conducive of good gov.
ernine*n,, neither is a very amati majority
always desirable. A nartow xnajority is
conducive of weaknoss, and often fends te
corrupt.praeticea in ende*vors ta smure
inerpâsed .suppart. The return tu power
of either.of the greatý political parties,

with a majority barely sufficiOnt ta enable
a Government ta hoid office, would have
been a calauaity tu the cotintry. A resutai
mcch oser than tihe present contest has

devolklped 'would probably have siece-
sitatcd another general election at an
eariy date, an event whichi front a con-
miercîal -.tanidpoint cnuld not be at ai!
deairable. As miatters stand, howcver,
there-la every reason te believe that when
returns front the deferrcd districts are
completcd, the Government, wil Wo found
ta have a sufficiontly large foiiowing ta
enablo it ta carry on tho affira of the
country succesfully. At the Eamo time
the Opposition in the next Parlianient
wiii not by any aneans bie the insigniticant,
factor it was in the last It wiii have
<:onsiderable influence in shaping the
course of legislation, and should have pow-
or ta prevent excesses or Governimental
extravagance. Titis Loing the cese, there
in no reason why those who wouid have
desired a different restait, should not give
over speculating upon a possible early
defeat of thie Governmont. Tho sooner
the atability of the Government la recog.
nized, the better it wili Lo for ail cuit-
cerned. WVhatever thera mnight have been
beforo the elections, there is now no m
mediate prospect cf a change in the canm-
nmercial, policy of the country. Tlar
country bas been fairiy prosperous in the
past, and it is ta be hoped thiat it has

agai,,n entered upon another four years of
poliicai quietude and commercial and in-

dastrial pi-osperity.

THE EXPERIKEITAL PARIS.
The experimentai farm project appe.ara

ta have bec» at last fairly iauugurated.
As the result of special investigations in
connectiost with the subject, an act vas
passedl at the last session of pari iament,
providing for the establishment of experi-
mental farns throughout the Dominion,
under the contrai of the t)epartmetit of
Agriculture. Thest fai-nas were ta lie le-
cated as foliows - One for the provinces
of Ontario and Quebec jointly, one for the
Maratime provinces, ane in Manitaba, one
in the Northwest Territories, and nce in
Britishi Columabia. The 'work which is to,
Lie undertaicen at thse fai-ms is if a vet-y
varied and extensive nature. Attention
wili b. given toastock-raisîng, with a view
ta testing the relative value of différent
brecds, and their adaptability tu climatic
and other conditiotts. - Ecextomie dairyingI
will also bie an -important subjoct of in-
vestigation. The merits 'cf tJie different
sorts of cereals, vegetables, fruits, foi-es
trees, et,--, will b. tested, -with special r&e
ference ta the varying elimnatie conditions
of different parts a! tihe çountry. Uter
anatterat, such as fertîiizers, animal foods,
férestry, diseases of plantai and animais,
vitality and purity of seede, etc., viii also1
lie investigateci.

The tarin for the provinces of Ontario
and Quebec bas heen. locat. i near Ottawa,
and within three miles of the Parliamtent,
buildisngs, where 460 acres of land have
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been aecured for tho purpose. Tho Ottawa
fart' wilI Lie the headquartcrs, front wnica
the management of the other farma' wili
be in a moasure directed. Sanie vork
vas doncoitn the central farni Ist fait,
thiaugli tho season was too far advanced
tu niake much progreis. Purchasci of
seed grains, grasses, etc., have been made
in Russia, Germany Japan, etc., for the
purpose of testing aide by aide thse usorits
of the difierent sorts. A largo colleçtion,
of fruits, trocs and vines bave been ar-
ranged for, including upwards of 200
hardy varieties of Russian fruits, which
it ia thought mîght be successfuily culti-
vated in the colder partions o! the Do-
minion. Special attention wili also lie
giveas ta the propagation of econoaici,
decorative and other forest trees and
shrubs. A very useful departmont wiii
b. that for testing and determining thse
value of seeds. Every persan in Canada
,will have the privilege of sending samine
of seeds te thse Experiniental Farm, wlien
hie inay wish te know their germinating
power. Mail matter ta and front thse
farni wiii Le carried free. Thse other
fa-as in the diffèrent sections of the Do-
mintion have nat yet been located, but
wiil b.e shortiy estabiished.

Thais anovemaent an the part cf tho
Departinent cf Agriculture is certaissly
one of the most importantyet undertaken,
and if carried out properly, should un-
doubtediy prove o! vast benefit tu the
country. Jii the 'L«orthwest especially
great, good ahould result. Agriculture in
this part of Canada must Lo experimentat
tu a very great extent for sanie tute ta
came, owing tu the fact that the country
is yet new. Its capabilitips are only bc-
ginning ta Lo known, and muchexperiment
is aacce.ssary ta test thse adaptability oi thse
s'ariaus kinds of plants te the country.
Individual farniers asq a i-tle have neither
thie knowlpdge nar aneans ta carry on a
systent of experimental agriculture. The
Government farms wili Le able.to supply
tlais vaut, and no doubt thi-augh their
instrumientalîty many varieties of plant
life will ho found adaptad ta cultivation
in the Northwest which are not mow
knawn ini the country. Thse tests in con-
nection wits hardy varieties of fruit trees,
esvecially, vill be watclaed with interest
b;v theo farmers cf Manitoba.

Owing te thte vast extent of the North-
ve:t; Territories, and the greatly varying
climatic conditionas between thse extremes
of distance, it would seeni that more titan
ane farmn would b.e recessary te give this
vast region thazt speciai attention which
its importance dentands. To thorougbly
test the adaptabiiity of the country ta

gc ultural and pastoral pursuits, at
last three or four experausental farms

wouid Le required.- These mîglit vith
advantage be lorated one at the euat oee
at the vest, oue at thse morth, and one ins
the gr-eat central region. Rowever, the
onu wiii b. very acceptable, as it la heped
that its success wii! lead tu the establiss-
ment o! others in the country, as no doubt
-viii he found necessary in Urne.


