THE COMMERCIAL
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combination would alwost hold the Usl-
ance of pawer in the House. The people
of Manitoba have therefore good reason
to Lelieve that the days of disallowance
‘are numbered. The desited result may
be readily accomplished, if the Northwest-
‘ern representatives but do their duty.

In the other provinces of the Dominion
the result of the elections did not show a
sufficient changs to indicate anything in
particular, In Ontario no doubt the
National Policy was not without its influ-
ence in upholding the administration,
Mr. Bluke's tardy and qualified admis-
sions that he would not disturb the tariff,
not being explicit enough to convince
manufacturers of his thorough conversion
to protectionist ideas. The Rielite move-
ment in Quebec may also huve operated
againat the Liberals in Ontario, thereby
counteracting any benefit from their tacit
to acceptance of the National Policy.

SETTLE DOWN TO BUSINESS.

The country has been in a state of ex-
pectancy for the past few weeks, such as
is usually the case during the progress of
an election contest, with all its attendaut
excitement and unsettling of commercial
affairs, But now that the cause of dis-
quietude has been removed, it is hoped

that business matters will at once settle
down and go on as before without inter-
ruption. Merchants who have devoted
almost their entive attention to politics
for the past few weeks, will now be at
liberty to take up once more the manage-
ment of their business affairs, and as little
tiwme as possiole should be lost in useless
reflection over the past contest. A re.
view of the situation, however, with
special reference to the future, may not
be out of place.

The Government went into the contest
with the almost unwieldy majority of
about seventy, in a house of about 210
members. It has come out with a greatly
reduced majority, but still probably quite
sufficient to enable it to administer the
affuirs of the country successfully. Aside
from a party standpoint, there is reason
for congratulation at the result. A very
largo mujority begots carelessness and even
arrogance on the part of an administration,
especially when continued for several
terms of office. The true friends of Con-
servatism in Canada could therefore not
feel other than disappointed, had the
Government been contirmed in office with
an overwhelming majority, such as it has
received at the two previous elections.
But whilst a very large majority, long
continued, is not conducive of good gov-
ernmén*, neither isa very small majority
always desirable. ~A narrow majority is
conducive of weakness, and often leads to
corrupt.practices in endeavors to secure
inereased support. . The return to power
of either .of the great political parties,
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with a majority barely sutliciont to enable
a Government to hold office, would have
been a calamity to the country. A result
much closer than the present contest has
developed would probably have neces-
sitated another general election at aa
early date, an event which from a com-
mercial ztandpoint could not beat all
desirable. As matters stand, however,
there-is every reason to believe that, when
returns from the deferred districts ave
completed, the Government. will be found
to have a sufliciently large following to
enable it to carry on the affairs of the
country successfully. At the rame time
the Opposition in the next Parliament
will not by any means be the insignificant
factor it was in the last. It will have
considerable influence in shaping the
course of legislation, and should have pow-
er to prevent excesses or Govermmnental
extravagance. This Leing the case, there
is no reason why those who would have
desired a different result, should not give
over speculating upon a possible carly
defeat of the Government. The sooner
the stability of the Government is recog-
nized, the better it will be for all con-
cerned. Whatever there might have been
before the elections, there is now no im-
mediate prospect of a change in the com-
mercial policy of the country. The
country has been fairly prosperous in the
past, and it is to be hoped that it has
again entered upon another four yeais of
political quietude and commercial and in-
dastrial prosperity.

THE EXPERIMENTAL FARMS,

The experimental farm project appears
to have been at last fairly inaugurated.

As the result of special investigations in
connection with the subject, an act was
passed at the last sessiou of parliament,
providing for the establishment of experi-
mental farms throughout the Dominion,
under the control of the Department of
Agriculture. These farms were to be lo-
cated as follows: Que for the proviuces
of Ontario and Quebec jointly, one for the
Maratime provinces, one in Manitobs, one
in the Northwest Territories, ard one in
British Columbia. The work which is to
be undertaken at these furms is of & very
varied and extensive nature. Attention
will ‘be given to stock-raising, with a view
to testing the relative value of different
brecds, and their adaptability to climatic
and other conditions. ~ Economic dairying
will also be an ‘important, subject of in-
vestigation. The merits of the different
sorts of cereals, vegetables, fruits, forest
trees, etc., will be tested, with special re-
ference to the varying climatic conditions

of different parts of the country. Qther

matters, such as fertilizers, animal foods,
forestry, diseases of plants and animals,
vitality and purity of seeds, etc., will.also
be investigated.

The farm for the provinces of Ontario
and Quebec has been locatc 1near Ottawas,
and within three miles of the Parliament
buildings, where 460 acres of land have

been secured for the purpose. Tho Ottawa
farm will be the headquarters, from wnich
the management of the other farms will
be in a measure dirccted. Some work
was done on the central farm last falf,
though the season was too far advanced
to make much progress. Purchases of
seed grains, grasses, ete., have been made
in Russia, Germany Japan, etc., for the
purpose of testing side by side the merits
of the different sorts. A large collegtion’
of fruits, trees and vines have been ar-
ranged for, including upwards of 200
hardy varieties of Russian fruits, which
it is thought might be successfully culti-
vated in the colder portions of the Do-
minion, Special attention will also he
given to the propagation of economic,
decorative and other forest trees and
shrubs. A very useful department will
be that for testing and determining the
value of seeds. Every person in Canada
will have the privilege of sending samples
of seeds to the Experimental Farm, when
he may wish to know their germinating
power. Mail matter to and from the
farm will be carried free. The other
farms in the different sections of the Do-
minion have not yet been located, but
will be shortly established.

This movement on the part of the
Department of Agriculture i3 certainly
one of the most important yet undertaken,
and if carried out properly, should un-
doubtedly prove of vast benefit to the
country. In the Ilorthwest especially
great good should result. Agriculture in
this part of Canada must be experimental
to a very great extent for some tiwe to
come, owing to the fact that the country
is yet new. Its capabilities are only be-
ginning to be known, and muchexperiment
is necessary to test theadaptability of the
various kinds of plants to the country.
Individual farmers as a rule have neither
the knowledge nor means to carry on a
system of experimentel agriculture. The
Government farms will be abledo supply
this want, and no doubt through their
instrumentality many varieties of plant
life will be found adapted to cultivation
in the Northwest, which are not now
known in the country. The tests in con-
nection with hardy varieties of fruit trees,
especially, will be watched with interest
by tho farmers of Mamtoba.

Owing to the vast extent of the North-
we:t Territories, and the greatly varyiong
climatic conditious between the extremes
of distunce, it would seem that more than
one farm would be necessary to give this
vast repion that special attention which
its importance demands. To thoroughly
test the adaptability of the country to
sgricultural and pastoral pursuits, at
least three or four experimental farms
would be required.~ These might with
advantage be jocated one at the east, one
at the west, one at the north, and one in
the great central region. However, the
ove will be very acceptable, as it is hoped
that its success wil! lead to the establish-
ment of others in the country, as no doubt
will he found necessary in time, '



