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THE CRITIC. ' 9

Theo publio are not alt doctors, but thoy aro wot altogethor blind, stupid,
or ignorant ; whon therefore a medical man in a public eapacity declines to
discuss questions raised by tho laity, ho porhaps yeckous too securoly on
professional immuunity, In this case the unsavory roputation of tho institu.
tion coucornod should, I think, (unless thero is consciousness of error),

rompt frank explanation, which might possibly go far to maintain public
nfidenco.
® Sefenco—especially in tho hands of tho lower ordoers of hor expouents—
somotimes performs somo curious anties, and is quite valnerable to tho
weapons of connnon sense. L

Tho ordinary run of theologinn believes that his deadlicst foo iz Scionce,
as usual, ho is bohindhand, igin far moro dangerous adversary is Common
Senso. It is truo that to Sciouco, Common Scuee owes it that her feet have
beon set upon & rook, but Sciouco has grown a littlo arrogant and presumptu-
oue, while she has sutliciontly sharpenad the wits of her nudience to endow
them with the faculty of legitimate criticien. Medical Sciopece is no
oxcoption. She is daily submitting to unspoakable toriures. countluss
innocont and holplees creatures, with but poor result boyond the callousness
of henrt which scems not altogether indiscorniblo in the Medical ovidence
under consideration, It may be that tho roports convey incorrect imprus-
sions, hut if so thero is all the moro reason for explanation  Tet ua glanco
at thae evidenco as reported.

The fatal blow was givon about 5.30 on a Tucsday evening. ‘I'he wonnd
was temporatily dressed, and the pationt sent to the Horpital ou Wednoadavy
morning. No uxact time is given, but Dr. MoKay war on the point of
porforining an operation when the patient was brought to his notice.
This oporation was finished, and Dr. McKay and Dr, Fitch wont to oxamine
McQueoeny at 1.30. Elscwhero the operation is etated to have taken two
houts and a half. That Dr. McKay had an operation to perforn at the
momont McQueeny was brought in could not be helped, and Dr. Mc¢Kay
could not porform two operations at ouce.

But Dr. McKay * intended to hold a consultation with tho whole of the
staff, but they all left except Dr. Fitch,” before Dr. McKay had finighed.

McQueony's ¢ 1ifs ican in danger ceery wminnte, the bone was pressing on
the brain,” yot all the stag leave, knowing, it muy be presumed, that a man
in that state had beon brought in, and that Dr. McKay had an operation on
hand which would tako him two hours and n half to perform, the pationt
having then been about 18 hours with the Lone pressing on the brain.

Evon then the doctors ¢ deaided to posipone the operation tll the next
day,” although in tho interim Dr. McKay  placed Lim under treatment for
inflammation of the brain.”

Common Sense, without much fear of contradiction, presumes that
whero inflam:mation is the result of tho presence and pressurecf a foreign or
displaced substance. the first stop necossary to relieve it is the romoval of the

rossure. ‘Tho evidence, as reported, is most extraordinary, unsatisfactory,
msoherent aud inconsistent, for instanve—** In my opinion it was not
necessary when I found there was & depressioa to pacform an operation
Every hour tho bone was on the brain was cndigg his life ! 11"

Tho following, evidently intendod to bho apologetic as well as explanatory,
implies, if anything, condomnation. ‘¢ Tha opinious of ewminent physicians
differ” * * * “gomy say performn operation immediately, others say
dun't operatae till symptoms show.” .

It would be curious to know whal symptoms the operating surgeon was
waiting for, beyond the numerous very murked oues, he himself describes
in cousiderable dotail.

The impression left on the mind is that postponoement is the course aceept.
able to vacillatiop and indecision, and that e clear-headed pr-ctitioner would
havo operated at once. The evidence conld bo picked to picces and turned
inside out and upside down in fifty ways,1f space permitted. The great fact
remains that the man remained from 5 p. m. on Tuesday to 9.30 a. m. on
Thursday with inflammation of the brain from pressuro which, it would
seom, might and should have Leen romoved at tho very least 24 hours
earlior,

1t is all vory well to gay that “ even if he had been operated on at onco
ho could not have recovered,” but the proof for this nssertion is wanting.
Fraxe-Tivrow.
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[ror THE ORITIO.]
A TEMPEST IN THE ACADEMY OF MUSIC.

It amwused e very much to see the way in which Miln and his troupe
wero lionized in Halifax. Tho better class of American Journals ave fur
from being enthusiastio over them ; yot our city dailies can scarcoly find in
their hacknoyed vocabularies terms of admiration sufticiently strong to
express—their desiro to do the company a good turn. And the theatre-goors
are equally indiscrimizating. *¢ He’s the greatest tragedian living i “ He's
wondorful I ¢ He's sublitie I” are oXprossions one lears from every
quarter. How many of your readers will be propared to listeu to =o
unorthodox an opinion as mino, when I say that Miln iv no fragedion in
any eense of the terme 7 Yof, aftor having seon a counsiderable number of
actors, both here sud clsewhero, and after haviug made a special study of
tho Shakspaerisn drama, I have no hesitation in saying that I have never
heard Shakspore 8o outraged as I did on Saturduy ovening last. I was
prepared to sed Duncan murdered ; but Shakspere was the real vielim., If
Mr. Miln or his admirers think that an ideal or a real character, supposed to
be gifled with commou sense in addition to his moro striking qualities, could
indulge in such ranting, such inhuman howls and shrieks, such guttural
bellowing as distinguished the representation of Macbeth, they differ widely
from the opinions of truly great actors, Had the calm, philosophie, though
imaginative, sago and poot who wrote this dramatic master-pieco been sitting

on n chair in the Academy of Music, listening to tho *sounding brass” and
haviug his ears aplit by the maniacal shrioks which tho actors affectod, he
would have growed inapirit as he eriod, “Oh, that 1ny words should bo used to
make foolsan-d vliots of my charactors.”  Had Garrick, Macroady. the Koanes
or the Kembles heard the oxtravageucos of this troupe, thoy would have left
in disgust, or taken montal notes to laugh over with thoir friendsat the club,

The appliuse of an audionco is no criterion of tho worth of a porformn-
anco. Somutimes they applaud the poot's composition. or tho sontiment
expressed, without once cousidoring how tho actor has rondored the passago.
This is strikingly illustrated in Macbeth, whoro the rhymed couplot at 5)0
ond of a loading spocch or at the closo of a acone is always suro of rapturous
applause from thoso whose oars avo tickled by the * jingle at the ond™”
Somo agnin arc so transported by tho sconery, the costumes, tho goveral
throatical trappivgs, that onythivg coming ivrom tho stage is consid :red
acting,

Now, what fault have I to find with tho porformance of theso actors 1
Just one—it was unnatural in the highest degroe. Thoro was not an actor
in tho troupo who could not have learned true olosution from any well-taught
fourtoon-year-old in our public sshools !  And this troupa is only typical of
all second rata troupes,  Thoy lack the power of realizing a character. Thoir
intellectual atature boing too short to place them on a level with tho great
characters thoy attompt to porsonate, thoy mount a pair of stage stilts from
which thoy never ot down. They say ¢ good-day” in the same pseudo-
tingical tones with which they would utter a eentonce of death. They
scllom say or do anything ns an acting, moving, rational human being would
say or do it. Shnkspere's lending characters 2re sublime creations, but they
are, nfter nll, men and wowmen ; and thoss who caunot rise to a truo realiza-
tion of these characters in the various circumstances in which thoy are
placed, had botter leave the acting of Shakspore to people of grester minds.
Those who think it necessary, as Mr. Miln did, to how! and scream loud
enough to wake the dead, while deliborating on the murder of a king who

is aslesp in the next room, have just one recommondation—they would make |

very poor murderers,
Good points there wore in the represontation of the piecn ; I can recall

my satisfaction at the witch scenta, ths portor scene, tho sleop-walking scene,
and onc or two other scenos ; but the remainder of the pieco inspired me
with feclings which I had rathor oy recall. 'I'v avoid doing 8o let me closa.

OngEnven.
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COMMERCIAL.

Fisu.—Siuge our last issue, some lots of Bank Codlish have como to
markot and have been placed at nbout $2.50 per yotl. Wo do not know of
auy pickled fish arriving from the coast hut one pavcel of Bay Mackerol,
which wa learn have beon placed at §9, 88 & $3.23 per bbl for No. 1, No. 2
large, and No. 2, and wo think there i3 very little margin in these prices. Wa
notice the advance that wag paid on Bauk Codfisn rome wecks ago is
sustained, but -late sales at the Porto Rico markets will not warrant any
advanco in prices hore. It is hard to say whether the late advance paid on
hard Shore Codfish will bo got, as late advices from tho Jamaica markets
up to Feb. 11, report sales at 16s for tiorces and boxes, 24; for Mackerel,
16s for Round Shore Herring.

Mackerel is in heavy supply and lacks demand. Herring are not in very
Iarge supply, but thore is no enquiry for the article. Boxes not in demand
yet, stocks are notlarge. All country buyers have been supplied. Thoro are
now six vessels en route for Jamaica, independent of the steawor Beta, so
that the prospects for a good market does not look bright. The late advance
in the Cuba markets has boen kept up, but it is fully expected that when
tho lato shipments begin to arrive, that a decline will take placo. Theo
Windward markots aro very little, if any better, than any othor. ILarge
shipmonts hava recontly been made from Nowfourdland to the Windward
West Tndia markets.

The fish market iu this city, we think, was nevor in such a position as at
present. ‘Tho stocks of mackerol are not very large, but it is impossible to
make any sules. There nover was a time at this veason of the year before
this when there were not some sales of mackorel boing made for the United
States matkots, but this season even tho low prico does not seom to move {hem.
There does not seem to bo the slightest euquiry for No. 3 laxge mackere! from
the United States smarkets, though thersuro nostocks held there. Sowe really
good fa. large mackerel aro enquired for at faiv prices, but vory fow of this
kind of fish is to bo had, The f.uzen werring and fresh codfish arriving at
the United States murkets daily, aro completely revolutionizing the fish trade,
and it looks very much as if there would in the future be no sales in theso
markets for any kind of poor salt fish, except for export.

] l:\dvicos from the Dostou fish markels for weck onding Feb. 19, are as
ollows :—

During the past wesk trade has brightened up a little.  Mackeral aro in
quite Jiboral recoipt from both Foreizn and Domestic ports. Some lots
of old No. 3 wackerel, of 1884 inspection, have been shipped to this markot
during the past week from Portland, they sold at 33.25 to 83.50 por barrel.
Sales of No. 2 mackerel, doliverod here at 85.50 per bbl., and salesof choice lota
of Lafge 2’s, nud Extra s, at &8 and 820 por bbl. Codlish are moving off
ok §3.23 for lmge Dry Bank, aud 82.23 to 82.37 for wedium. DPickled
Bank Georges' codlish, ato srriviug daily in small lots, and ave selling at
83.50 for new, and §2.50 for old. Below will be found the arrivals of
mackerel at tho port of Boston for tho week ending Fob. 19, for the past
four yeais :—

1886 1885 1884 1883
3751 Bbls, 3441 Bbla. 6957 Bbls. 7762 Bhle,




