THE CRITIC.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Thoe new firm of Shatford Bros., Commission Morchanis, Liverpool
Wharf, hias started under auapicious circumstancos, in somoewhat dull timos,
Wo wish tho firm a long, usoful and successful career.

The fresh fish trade of the Uppoer Provinces 1s now in tho hauds of
Portland and Doston fish-doalers. Mr. A. Wilson, in a lettor to the Halifax
AMail, poiuts out that Nova Scotinn fish-dealers are proyanted from scourin
theso markets by the high freight charges and detentions upon the I. C, an
(. T, Railways. This matter should at onco be brought to thoe attention of
tho railway suthorities. .

In noticing in our last 1ssue tho spectacles rocontly imported from
Frauco, no reflection upon the well-known Laurance’s spectacles was in-
tonded, for which J. Godfroy Smith, of the Londou Drug Store, is special
azont, as spectacles of this make, Loing cut and ground out of pure arystal
and pobble, aro of first-class quahity, aud mpart a clear vision to thoso af-
fectod with imporfect sight, Wea take ploasure in directing attention to
Mr. Smith's advortisoment in our Xwas Numbeor. .

Tho growth of Houte Insuranco Companies in Canada has beon most
marked during tho past fow years. The North American Lifo Assurance
Company, which is one of the youngest of these associations, now numbers
among thoso holding its policies somo of the most prominent mon in
Canmada. Mr. G, E. Lavers, the indefatigablo agont of the company, has dur-
ing tho yoar 1885, done & ramarkably largo business. His advertisemont
will appear in our Christmas Supplement.

It is ramored that the-French company, whose ropresontatives visited
thia country tho past summer, will, during the wintor, closo arrangements
with the Dominion Government for the building of a railway from the
-Strait of Canso to Sydnoy, or Louisburg. * So may it be.”

The fine display of Xmas groceries at tho Army and Navy Depot is
attracting many puvchasers. James Scott & Son uro always prepared to givo
thoir customers value for their money.

Tho handsome assortment of rood and rattan furniture, wall pockets,
brackets, ete., recently imported by A, Stephen & Sous, are just the right
things for Xmas presents. The advertisemont of this enterpiising firm
appearg in our Christmas number, as well as in our rogular issue.

A, G. McDonald, Esq., Inspector of Schools for Guysboro’ and Antigon.
ish Counties, has baen in tho city attonding the mesting of the Executive
Comnmittee of tho Provincial Educational Association ; also, Prof. Eaton,
Truro, and Prin, A. H, McKay, Pictou,

Ono by one. the mferior buildings are disappearing from our principal
streots, Amongthe late improvements may be noted the bandsome building
recently erocted at tho corner of George and Granville streets, hy W. H.
Mewnan & Co. Tho structure, which is of brick, is handsomely faced with
stone, presenting a most attractive appearance.

Tho wholesalo and rotail departinents of Messrs, Moir, Son & Co. now
present o sceno of bustling activity. Christmas orders for confectionery,
etc., are coming in with a rush. All hands are kept busy in filling them.
The advertisement of this fiem, which appears in our Xmas number, should
bo read by all intending purchasers,

Tho advertisement of Bauld & Gibson in the Christias number of THE
Critic should be read by retail denlwis throughout the Province. The firm
is woll and favorably known, both in the city and country, as one that can
be rolied upon to givo satisfaction.

Tho Halifax Chirunicleannoances, upon what it claims to boe good author-
ity, that Sir Charles Tupper is shortly to return to Canada and enter the Gov-
exnmont 28 Minister of Finance.
retiremont of Sir Charles from the Cabinot of Sir John A McDonald was a
loss to the country, and that Nova Scotia would be the chiof sufforer thereby.
If the assertion of the Chronicle prove correct, tho fact should be hailed
with pleasure by Tories and ‘Grits alike,

Attention is dircctod to the advertisemont of James Dempstor & Co.,
which appears in another column. Venatian blinds, shutters, stair ruils, ote,,
aro turned out from this factory in first-class style.

Thoso who have oniployed MacDonald & Co., brass founders, can testify
that thoy always perform their work in a creditablo and satisfactory
manner. The heating apparatus put in by them in the School for the Blind,
as well as in other public and private buildings, is little short of perfection.

The Sorvian successes wore of short duration, and were soon followed by
.unexpected disastors. Prince Alexander and his Bulgarian forces are pro-
pared now to act upon the offensive, but Russia and Austria have warned
him that in tho event of hostilities being renewed, Bulgaria would be occu-
pied by Russian, and Servia by Austrian troops.

o

Mr. Jakeman, V. S., has had a successful tour throughout the Province, |

The patent carpet swoopor advertised in our Christmes numberiby W. &
C. Silver, will bo a boon to house-keopers. The carpets, oilcloths, ete., sold
by this well-known bouse have a wide reputation for their durability.

"The firm of A. Keith & Sons is among the most persistent of adver-
tisors, and as a comsequence their business has steadily increased, but
-advertising would nover have paid them-had their.ale and beer boeon of in-
ferior quality.

.

It was admitted by all parties that the |.

1.0 momoranda upon the Short Linc Railway question, which is unavoid-
ably crowded out in this issue, is signod by J. C. Mackintosh, Mayor; W,
C. Silvor, Chairman Chambor of Commerco; and E. H. Keating, City
Engincer. The momorandn sots forth the position taken by Halifax with
respect to tha Shott Lino Railway, tho nction of the GoVernment with
reapoot to it, tho relative merits of tho Pupo and Combination Lines, and the
reasons that still load tho signors to boliovo that tho quoestion is not a dead
issue,

Jonrnalism loses a devoted and popular adheront in tho rotiremoent from
the sanctum of Mr, Smith of the Windsor Courier.

It is t¢ bo regrottod that tho City Hospital Authoritics had not boen more
prompt.in notifying Miss Boutilier of tho death of hor father, had they done
80, thoy would havo saved themsulves a great desl of unpleasant criticism.
Tho post mortem oxamination of Boutilier's remnins was mads, wo presume,
in tho intorests of scionca, and need not, therofore, bo blazed abroad as o
criminal act. The Coizmissionors of Public Charities promptly and thor-
oughly investigated the whole mattor, and it is quite unfsir to attempt to
faston any blamo upon thom.

.W. L. Lowell & Co. are doing.a large brokerago business in Halifax, and
have woun an enviable reputation as a first-class, reliablo firm.

Tho annual meoting of the frionds and subscribors of the Halifax
School for the Blind will take place at the Institution, Morris street, on
Saturday, tho 12th inst,, at 2,30 p. m. A largo ajtendance of members is
oxpected,

The revolutionary party in Spain have beon thrown into a state of ox-
citoment over tho untimely death of the young King Alphonso. Tho
Ropublicans are orgenizing in forco, and it is probablo that the Spanish
soil will again bo stainad-with tho blood of her opposing sons.

King Thobaw has proved himself moro cowardly than was oxpected.
His imperious threats havo proved but-empty boastings, and his Kingdom
pow lies at the mercy of Britain. Uppor Burmah is tho Chiistmas present
made by Gonoral Prendogast to the Empress of India.

A wbite marblo monument recontly turned out by the firm of Griffin &
Koltie, has been placed over the grave of Father Kearns in the cemetery of
the Holy Cross,

A lorge number of orders for copies of our Christmas Number has
slready been sent in, and it will ba advisablo for those wishing to secure
oxtra numbers to forward their orders at onca.

Wm. H. Vanderbilt, the New York millionaire, dropped: dead at his
{)esi.denco on Tuesday. Ho wns G4 years old and died of paralysis of the
rain.

_Tho latest report frum England about the elections give the Liberals
majority of 72 over tho Torios, while the Tories and Parnellites combined
have a majority of 10 over the Liberals,

Visitors to Halifax always admire Southr Park Streot, and it is- thorefore
pleasing to note that this-handsomo stroet has been extended southward for
a distance of threo quartors of a mile to the northern boundary of Point
Pleasant Park, whero, it is intended to place tho handsome bronze gates pre-
sented by Sir Willism Young. With such a public approach and handsome
i)ntr}:\mco, our citizons will have doublo reason to feel proud of their natural

ark,

Considering tho imporlance of the Nova Scotian and West Indian trade,
and tho necessity existing for direct communication with Jamoiea, the propo-
sal to lay o cable from Halifax to Kingston vig the Bermuda Isles, is one
which meets with general approval.

Ugly rumours still -come from tho North-1Vest as to the condition and
attitude of the Indian tribes. Starving red men seldom stop to reflect upon
the covsequoncos that may follow from the deprodations. Food thoy want,
and food they must have in some form. Five thousand barrels of flour
should bo presented to tho Indians at Christmas by the Government. It
might save trouble, flour is cheaper than gunpowder.

1,265 of the olectors of Hamilton are wotnen.

The failure of tho Servians to follow up ‘tho successés first gained by
thom is attributed to the wretched state of the- Commissariat Departmont.
Britain never had a Commissariat Dopartment worthy of the name, until after
the Crimean war. :

Tho meeting of, the. French. Assombly, on the 11th of December, is
looked forward to.with intorest. Tho election of the Presidunt will be -tho

first business disposcd of. Should tho health of M. de Grovy be sufficiently

good, thiero can bo no.doubt but that he will be elected to servea President
of tho Ropublic for'a second torm of seven years.

An Atheletic Club has been organized in Dartmouth. "They have already
commenced ‘preparing grounds on a portion of the comnion, and it is pro-
bable that their first games will* bo hold early next scason. Halifax and
Dartmouth cliubs will thon have the great advantage of match practices.

1t is reportad that four new. torpado .boats, each'of-1000_horse power, are
to'bo placed.in Halifax harbor next summer. This rominds us:that a writer
in' Harper's said recently that there are'not.100 men in: the  United States’
gorvico.who thoroughly understand how to:.work hartor defences ;- while:the
British Government maintains five times that nuvber in-Halifax alona,
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