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‘THE ORITIC.

CITY CHIMES.

Christmns is over, and tha feslivitios attondant thoreon are now but o
momory, I trust to all a pleasant memory. The woather was delightfully
soasonsble, perhaps a littls too cold for comfort, but the sharp frosty air out-
sido madoe homo firesides most atiractive. Tho o'ight fall of snow on Suan-
doy night mado tho sleighing fairly good on Monday, and tho merry jingle
~f tho alcigh balle resoundod on oll sides, as those who wore not afraid to
faco the cold wind onjoyed the eport. Tho Exhibition Rink was opon in
tho afternoon and cvening, and hundreds of skaters took advantage of the
opportunity to enjoy good ice and the exceilont mueic furnished by the
band of the 66th P, L. F.

The pupils of the Deaf and Dumb Institution and of the School for the
Blind spenta very merry Christmas. The-desf and dumb children began
their festivities on Saturday evening.when a children’s pantomime was per-
formed by uvine of the pupils, the remainder with their teachers forming
an appreciative audience, On Mondsy morning Santa Claus paid his
annual visit and distributed bis welcome gifts. After doing full justico to
the good dinner provided the boys and girls spent & happy ofterooon in
skating and playing games. At the School for tho B.ind the zcholars who
did not go homo for the holidays were given a memorable treat, and no
pains were spared to make the occasion thoroughly emjoyable. A Christ.
mas bazasr was held in thn Assembly Hall, where tables were spread with
a number of toys and useful articles. A candy booth and peanut stend
were opened. Vendors of figs, dates and oranges were on hand, who, with
the keopera of the booths and stalls, advertised their wares in the usual way,
“ Oranges five cents o piece “—* Poanuts ten cents a pint "—“twenty-five
cents for any article upon this tab'e” Such were the cries that graeted the
pupils as they entered the hall. On the stage thoe Superintendent acted as
cashier of the Sania Ciaus Bank, from which the pupis chequed out the
amount placed to their credit and made their purchases at the different
stalls. Each pupil in this way became possessed of soveral protty presonts,
to say nothing of fruit, candy and nuts, and they a!l prouounced the
Christmas bazaar most enjoyable. Before it was understood that tho funds
were to be supplied from ths Santa Claus Bank one young lad told the
Superintendent that he did not know that ho would have to pay for the
things, aud asked to bo loaned a half dollar until he got his money from
home, The happiness and good-will that prevail at these institutions are
very evident in the bright faces and cheerful voices of the young peoplo,
who are heing trained to lives of usefulncas and contontment.

Wo hear a good deal about hard times, o money, etc. otc. in Ialifax,
but nevertheloss when the Christmas seasoa comes thore is a consideisb'e
amount of the needful put into circulation, and if we may judge from the
depleted sppearance of the counters of the stores, which & week or so az0
were loaded with Christmas goods, very handsome gifts have gladdoned the
hearts of many this glad Cbristmastide. The poor of the city were notr
forgotten, and if there be one family which did not receive some token of
remembrance it was oortainly nob the fault of the charitably disposed citizans,
who this year a8 usual did'all in their power to make the day a happy one
for their lees fortunate follow creatures,who are not abundantly blessed with
the good things of this Jifs, Many, perhaps all of our churches, and several
of our schools, gaveJiberally, and not a fow cheerloss hoines wero brightened
by the kind thoughtfulness of generous hearts. That it is truly meore
blessed to give than to recéive has been' proven by a large number of the
good men and womdn of Halifax,who have spent time and money in giving
comfort and pleasure where they oxpect nothing but grativude in return,
The action of the scholars of our schoo's in contributing and distributing
articles of food and clothing to tho poor around them is worthy of commen-
dation, but the boys and giris who participated in this act of charity would
not, I feel suze, willingly bave missed the pleasure they derived from thus
doing their duty.

The pupils of the Deaf and Dumb Institution assisted by kind friends
1o to give an cntertainment this evening, to which they bave inv.t:d as
many iriends of the Institution zs their accomodation will permit.

Our first cold snap this year was long and quite severo, and the change
in tomporature on Tucsday, when the mercury went up. was not unsvelcome.
The mild weather experionced throughout tho auntumn and early winter

. .soemed to unfit us for enduring the cold, and the {rosty air and biting winds
‘fof Christmas weok called forth all our offorts to keep ourselves comfortab’e
——en

The Sailors' Home was the scene of an intercsting gathering on Tuesday
ovening, when nearly one hundred andfi(ty scamen purtook of an claborate
Christmas feast. After enjoying the tempting edibles provided the mariners
were entortained by an excollent programme prepared and rendered by kind
frionds, who'must bave felt their offorts well rewarded s they saw \ardux}d
them the largé number of happy, manly faces, Sailors who were present
will-not soon forget thd ploasant evening spent it the Ha ifax Sailors’ Home

- this Christmas season.

Ox?(.ibof tho most successful bulls over held in Halifax was that given at
the Halifax ITotel on Tuesday ovening by the Maritime Commercial Travol-
lora Assdciation. Betwoon two hundrod and fifty and threo bundred guests
woro prosent,and, in the language of the gushing debutants,all had a-sinply
lovely time. The arrangoments made at the Halifax for the accommodation
of tho largs numbor of guests *sexe much the samo as those of the H. G. A.
ball,and were complete in overy respoct. The large dining hall was beauti-
fully decorated and formed a model ball room, Suppor was sorved ia the

1

dining room, and was all that tho most fastidious could desire. Somo of
the dresses worn by the ladies present were very handsome, and the sceno
presentod to en onlooker was exceedingly gay and protty, That the travellers
have found the sccrot of successfully ontertaining their many friouds has
been amply proven, and the “ boys*’ start out on their work for the now
year followed by tho best wishgs of all who enjoyed their bountiful bospi-
tality on Tuerday evening.

Tho Lyceum Theatre has drawn good houses this, the third weck of
Zora Somon's latest show, The special attraction this wenk has beon Sahib
Bon Ilommed in his wounderful black art. Ilo s a good magician ard has
introduced some foatures nover before seen in Halifax. Professor Powell
continues to de'ight his audiences with his clover sleight.of-hand tricts and
Hilton is doing good work in his lino. M'llo Vera isulso giving vory satis-
factory performances, and takon altogether Zsrais giving his pat.ona an
oxcel'ont programme. Tadioes and children who enjoy this form of amuse:
ment, and what child doos not, have an opportunity at the matinees which
are hold Saturday aflternoons.

The ond of the yoar has come, and the season for refloction and the form-
ing of new reso’utions is pressnt with us. Porhaps as wo stand on the edgoe
of the old year and look back to the day whon wo turncd down the last
leaf cf '91, and with many good resslutions brgan the yet unblotted page
of '99, we feol discouraged at the long array of failures and mistakes that
come 10 our view. Yot even if this array be formidable I think it well to
start afresh each yoar, and if wo are thoughtful mon and women wo may
profit oven by our past mistakes, rememboring thew as warnings for the
year to come. To oach of us no doubt the year his brought many dark
days, to some of us crushing disappointments and deop sorrows, bul suroly
each has found many joys and unexpected blessings as the weoks have
passed away. Wo ave so much more prone to rememb r the ead ovonts than
the countless happy experiences of our lives, but whethor griof or gladness
has been ourlot in the year that has goue we can all losk forward hopofully
tu the year on which wo ave about to enter. That to each of my 1oaders it
may prove repleto with happiness aud sunchine is the sincere wis?1 of

JHIPS,
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BOOK GOSSIP.

Of course it was to be expected that the Ladies' Homs Journal should
put forth even more attractions for the coming yoar, and the Jinuary
issuo for 1893 is proof positive that the expectation is to bo gratifiod. The
fronti-piece of the ¢ Now Year Minule " is a duinty bis of work, causjng tho
foot of the debutante 1o tap merrity with its suggestions, aud thesame bright
mi:s will learn much in a perusat of Mrs. Burton Ilarrison's advico on the
subject of * Tho Well-Brad Girl in Society,” aud she will also consider
with Mrs. Burton Kingsland * The Dangor of a Social Careor.” The bura-
ing question on “The Art of Keeping Servauts” is well handled, and
much practical advico it given to mistressen Loth old and young. Mis
Mamio Dickons has another delightful papur of remincsconces of her gifted
father, and the blythe face of Mrs Haggard looks out from a neighboring
pige. Porhaps it is to tho editorial departments thit most of us turn first.
If so wo may coosider * Threo Pretty Girl Papers™ or tho art of * Putting
a Gown Together.” Mrs. Bollome has & helpfu!l piper under the caption
of ** Tho King's Daughters,” and ira. Abbot another whero quiot talks may
bo had “ Just Among Oursolves.” TFuct aud Fancy are assorted to the
reader's tasta aud the critical :culs who aredi sat sfied with the issue woun'd
find it hard work to even suggast a needed improvement. Published by
:the Curtis Publishing Co., Philadelphia.

" The Ilustrated News for Dacember 24th is a particulary good number,
Frowa the fine epgraving of an Investure at Windsor as a frouti-picce to the
humble adrertising columns in which the mer.ts of Boecham's pil's nra
praclaimed there is much to interest tho roader. The s:rong face of Sit
George Stewart, tho succo sful contestant for the coveted office of command
or in-chief for India,wilt deiight those who study the human face and form,
while the appreciative account of his martial careor will win many adwirers.
A capital il.ustrated sketch is given of the new play mow onat the St
James Theatro, * Liberty Hall.”  The full page picture of the Christmmﬂ
Curol is oxquisile in subject and trea ment, and iy espocinlly welcome
beciuse of tho new interprotation it gives tu a hackneyed subject  Dog
fancicis wil smile and sigh over the page of comic pictures dovoled t¢
the.r pots, and with a too sudden iravsition thoy will bs carried forcibly
on to our rambling article from tho pen of Andrew Lang. * Tho Gois of]
Olympus,” the picture of an Albaniau interior,will find many admirers who
will bo faseinated by tho Listern spirit so well imparted to tho scens. 4
short snd striking love story, *¢ Tho Deposit’’ and the advertising column
"bring the fine issue to a close,

The New England AMagazine for January beging the yoar 1893 vers
prowisingly. It is s particularly varied number. The opening ar.ick
deals in an attractive gossipy fashion with the childhood and early life of
Amoliz B. Edwards, the famoeus Egypto'ogist and novelist. Holen Cam
bell, the asuthor of * Priconers of Yoverty,” contributes tho first tw
chapters of a new serial, ** John Ballantyno, American.” Tho Rer
Julius H. Ward, the welt known literary critic of tho Boston Hera{d
writes on intercsting budget of rewiniscences of James Parton, whoso his
torical studies have pleased two generations of readers already. Lucia Tru
Ames writes 2 thoughtful.and thought-proveking paper ox * ‘I ho Home m tk:
Tonomont-House.” Theso with many other good things form a number wei
put togother and woll worth reading.

Blow, blow, blow ] That dizagreoable catarth can bo cured by taking n&a';siir’.';;'fsw
rilla, tho constitutionsl remedy, v




