
THE CRITIC. il

I cannot bc sure," Lesia answercd, recoveriDg ber solf.possc8l'ion. I
had prornieed a friend of mine that I would spend Cbristrras with hier; but
Mrs. Stanley bas made me contient tu put off rny visit until New Ycar's Day.
I must ce ivhat Miss Cape! says about it."

"Mtiss Capel, did you say 1"-" Yes. Do you knowlber?"
IlYou don't mean the Miss Cnpe!, the heiress. the beauty, who creatcd

Such a sensation in the f ashionable '-vorld last spring 1"
..I suppose 1 do," said Leslie, laughing. "1 My Miss Capel is an heiress

certainly, and somao people cal! ber beautiful."
Don't you cal! lier beautiful 1"
1I know ber face so wvell," returncd Leslie, twithout a blush or a smila,

"that I amn Bcarctely a (air judge."
"You bave known bier long 1"' AI! my life."
1I hava heard people say she is tho luckiest girl in England-younag,

beautiful, accornpliahed, very rich, -nd cntirely her oiwn rnigtress."
And '<et," said Leslie, looking dreamly ino the fire, Il Miss Cape!,

îvit! ail lier wealth, beauty and accomplisbments, is not nearly so !ight-
beatied as l3eryl Danvers %vho earns bier owvn living."

Sba raised bier I.yes to hais fâce wath a sunny smaile. Capt. Lynti (Ilt
strangely thrilled, and Leslie saw bis eyes flash with cager passionate long-
ing, and she turned away blusbing hotly.

]3oth wero silent, and in that silence they heard vaices in the hall.
IlShe bas the sweetast, loveliest face I bave ever scen ?" declared jack

Stanley warmly.
Theu Captain Stanley replied, irn a cola and sneeri'ig Lane-
Il 1 tbink we have had enough of this doll.faced nursery.governess.

Mrs. St.aulay had better engage a fascinating housernaid ; perbaps yau might
divide your affections between the two, and su bo saved fromn the disgrace of
maTrying cubher of theni."

Captain Lynn's checks burncd -. illa indignation, Ila g!anced swiftly at
Leslie ta sec if 8he had hecard the insulting words, and then strode towards
the door ta take vengeance on the oafférder. Befote lie coula reach it how.
ever, Leslie laid ber band upon bis arm. He stopped at once and, lookîng
down ino lier face, saw tbat she was smiling, tbough ber color was sortie-
what heigitaened.

" Pica:ao do tnt do anythiDg foolisb, Captain Lynn,"ahc said. "lA mani
is at liberty ta say wbat ha likes about his niother's servants l"

She vaughied ; but hc saw her lip curl contcmptuously. la strode up
and down the room furiously. Le3lie's voice sounded cold and distant ta
bhi inlis indignant wrath.

11I muet ask you not tu mention wbat we bave just overhecard, cithet tu
Captî-in Stanley or ta any one eIsc," she said. IlIt would do no good."

Il 0f course I %vill do nothing against your wishcs," ha answcred, pausing
brside her, as she stood> tall and calm, witb az air ai proud quiet clignity
tû,at became her well ; Ilbut I should like ta rnaka Stanley apologize tu you
on bis kcs 1" Ha spoke in aligar, but bc really meant what he eaid.

"And if ha laid apologize, what wou!d bc gain cd ?"
"Sorne slighî satisfaction-I should have bumiliated bini ta the dust 1
"And mtade an enemy of a friend, put me in a rnost a'vkwatd position,

and alnmost forced mea ta leave tbe bouse ; and after aIl you 'ou!d tnt b.ivc
mnade Captain Stanley change bis opinion-and that opinion is notbing ta
you, and certainly notbing ta me !'

IINor ta any one cisc except hiniseli," added Captain Lynn.
Leslie almost lorgot ber dignity, and ncarly lau-hcd oulright.
IlYou rmust promise me tbat your manner towards Captain Stanley a-ili

be exactly the saine as baforc," she plcaded. Il'Lot this makc no differeoce."
«'I cannot promise. He bas in!,uIted a lady, znd s0 sbown hirniclf tu

bc no gentleent."
"IHa bas donc notbing ai the kind. lie bas sirnpîy exprcsscd bis opin-

ion th2a a goverraes is on a lavai with a housemaid. Well, if hc thinks so,
what docs it inattar ? Anyway, lie did Bot -xprcss that opinion ta you ;
anal, if lac had donc so, pardon me, you arc not tho propcr pcrson tu avenge
My ivranigs."1

"INo, I arn nat," hc rcplied bitterly; thank you for remindin- me af
that faci."1

Leslie tu-.ncd la go ; but, seeing that ha laok-ed burt, and feeling that
a bad ben very ungracious, 3ha yieldcd a little, and said soltly-

*Thask you ail the samc for your generous championship 1"
Tit.n, before ha hid tine to ansa-er she was gona.
"She is alittie iich !" hasaid, snilïng ta hîmself. "She catituttiand

twist a fellow ibout by a singlo word. But ivhaî amniserablea d that fehlow
Stanley is 1",

The Christmas bolidays bad begun, and Ltalie btcamc a guest, in the
bou3e l'rhercalic had hitbcrto bon anly a dependant. Slic ias tbrown
daily, alinost haurly, inta the society of Cap.ain Lytin and Claude and jack
Stanley. jack was dalighted. Hie brother stared at firsi ; then bais astonisb-
ment changea inta disguasu; but hae spaedily relapsed iruo indtfforenca, and
from indifforencc still more spccdily ino another statc ai mind altogether.
lia was cioss and sulky a-han ho heard Captain Lynti and Leslic practising
in the srnall drawio)g-room, and wandcrcd %wby hc had c'er invited I the con.
founded puppy" taI spvnd bis leave with him. Bic wý.shed Miss Nelson
would Dat always get an attack ai nouralgia just at dinucr.time, sa that she
Tcznaincdl up.-stairs and bis fathar took Miss Danvers ino dinner.

Seco*g and sptaking to Leslic «- on equal torni," as hae cxprc;scd il,
Jack-Stanley feul avar head ana cars in love with ber. Claude nad ceascd
ta suer al the Soveincas ; and Grahama Lynti alays spoka of ber witb the
grcaiast respect wban ha spolce of ber at all-which vras vcry scldom; for
hle pTeferrcd ta think of bar, not caring ta analysa bis féelings.

(Tco ,o doncluded.)
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