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The priests of the archdiocese of Tcronto, have been in
retreat during the week at St. Michael’s College. The retreat
was conducted by the Rev. Father Henning, C.SS.R., of
+¢ St. Patrick’s,” in this city.

A few days ago Tur Review received a communication
from the publishers of the Cuntemporary Review, which read
as follows:

“Thero is & veyy important articlo on the Future of the Papacy
in the Contemporary Review for August. It recalls the sensational
srticle on the Bismarck Dynasty and is anonymous. It says that to
re-establish tho temporal power of tho Church it must bo Anglicised
or Americanized or dwindle. This is illustrated by the startling
statemeont that the Papal rescript against tho plan of campaign was
lauached by the Pope under the pressure of the English Governmont
against the advice of Mgr. Persico, who has hitherto been held re.
sponsible for that blunder. The article 18 sure to attract immenso
sttention. It points, without naming him, to Cardinal Gibbons as
the next Pope, and the transfer of the scat of the Holy Sce from
Roms to London. The article is long and has the placo of honour,
It is written with earnestness and conviction and the author evi.
dently has an intimate acquaintance with the secrets of the Vatican.
Thethesis of tho writer 13 that the Papacy will, if & divine nstruy.
ment, bo purified by persccution, and driven from Romec never to
return.  As Europe, when tho Roman Empire fcll, became barbanian
and was civilized by the Church, eo will it be with the world, which
is now becoming English-speaking. The question for the Pope is
whether ho can Catholicise the English-speakers, Tho future of
Catholicism depends upon the Pope thinking in English and nidding
the Charch of Roman traditions and ambition.”

We give the publishers of the Contemporary free adver.
tisement of this prodigious article, which, we take it, is all

membered we had tho duly heralded announcement of an
Irish plot to kill the Monsignor, who was represented as
afraid for his life to return to Ireland. It wasthe firat act
in Mr. Stead’s little comedy, which has been withdrawn from
the stage amid public apathy. Mgr. Persico, we may say,
has authorized the statement that hie never heard of such a
plot, and never-felt or expressed such a fear.

Mr. Stead’s article is styled “The Papacy—a Revelation
and a Prophecy."” His revelation is that the Pope issued the
Irish Rescript without having read Mgr. Persico’'s reports;
and his prophecy is that the Papacy, if it is to be an institu-
tion of the future, and survive until the coming of Macaulay's
New Zealander, must become Anglicised. or Awmericanized.
It counts for nathing with the writer that the Pope is Bishop
of Rome Mr Stead’s idea is that Cardinal Gibbuns will be
the next Pope, and that the Holy See will bo situated some-
where in England or America. How very probable! How
likely, ere long, to see Catholic Europe looking for its super-
natural light to London, New York, or Chicago!

With respect to the * revelation " the writer m the Con-
temporary makes his statements, he tells us, *“with a full
sense of the grave responsibility attaching to their pubhca-
tion;* -and provesit by publishing thiein anonymously. It 1s
strange that & man so intimately informed of what goes on
at the Vatican should have evidently missed sn important
statement made by Mgr. Persico, and that is that the re-
ports were made to the Pope himself, and that the Reseript
followed their presentation. The statementsin regard to
Mgr. Persico and the Holy Father are smply devod of
foundation. As against them the Weekly Repster of London
states on its own knowledge, obtained from the first authori-
ties, that every one of the Monsignor's lettors were carefully
conned at the Vatican; and not a sentence in them that
was not studied line by line. The editor of the Pall Mall
might have known that the Pope himself has publicly alluded
to Mgr. Persico’s representations a3 the basis on which the
Holy See took action.
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