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CoCornraronprats -Letters addre-sed toeither
the Editor or Publisher,ns well as Communien
tions intended for publication, mustanvarkbly,
be pre-patd. Correrpondents wiil also bear in

mind taat one endofthe envelope should be left

open, and at the corner the word-~ * Printer’s
Copy" written and & 1o or f1ve cent stum p(nc-
¢ rdlng to the weighy of tne cominuaicativn)
placed thercon will pay the postage.

10T, J. B. VINTER,nf Victoria, and Maptain H.
V. EpMonns of New  «Vestmiunster, are our
authorized Agents for British Columbla.

WE have to call the attention of our reed
ers to the very valuable article fro.n the
Edinburgh Scotsman entitled, * English and
American Finances,” in which the mismnn-
agement of municipal funds under the free
and easy system of our neighbours is strongly
contrasted with the economy and ral pro
gress evident in British municipaiities.

As an iustance, the city of London has
laid out over £13 000,000 sterling within the
1ast ten years on the Thunes embankment
and drawage, and hor debt is only a lttle
ovar four millions stitling, her population is
over four millions of souls; while New Yurk
with ’bout 700,000 of a population and with.
out any great public works, has n debt of
£31,515,618 stitling, equal to £45 stithng for
each inhabitant. The lesson is one deserv
ing attention.

Ws have to acknowledge the receipt of
No. LXXXI1. Vol. XIX. of the * Journal of
the Royal United Service Institution. It
contains the following articles:—On the
Organisation of the Communications of an
Army, including Railways; Oo ‘Training
Boys forSoldters ; The Gatling Gun, its place
in Tactics; Naval Guns and Guanery ; Some
account of the Observations recenuy made
by the Corporation of Trinity Houso on

Fog Signals; Fag Signlling by Explosions ;
Fog Signals for Vessels under way; Disous-
sion on Fog Siganls; A New System of Navul
Tactics; Innes' Sellncting Gun Cerivgo
with Eevaang M wmielet; Plan for Pro

tecting Shigs (1t anclio) Biockadiog »
Port from utltacks by outngged Whitchend
ar Hatvey Torpedars ; Deliuiations of Hal'e
Minute Sea suiface Anim+ls, from coloured
drawings by Mis. Tuynbee—DPart J1L Tous
nusGber has an unusual amount of interest
ing matter, of which we projo ~ to tuke ml
v-ntage at w futme Gwe.  ‘1he delicito
culuuted dianings Ly the Ly contiibuion
degerve grent pruse, as they much com-
maund admiration,

We nie indebied o the courtesy of a friend
for a copy of the London Times, of 4th Octo
ber, from which we extract an article on the
recent ¢ Prussian Atmy Menwuvies in Sile-
sin,”" which will Le found acceptable to our
readers for many reasons, especially, as the
comileteness of organizution ig contrasted
with the short comings of the regulur British
ariuy, especially in those departments of the
genernl staft in which the igher qualities of
mntelligence, as manifested 1n the transmis
sion of orders m tho ficld reconnsisance and
the muwy oneious dulics appertuning
thereto.

{u order thut the whole btearing of the
case m+y bo more eusily seen, we have re
printed the original leiter In another pnge,
and the cotuments of the Tumes thereon is
as follows.

& A Mititary Corresnondent has lately fur.
nished us with somo interesting eketches of
the Prussinn Army und of its Mavmuvresin
Silesin ; nn i s letter this morning containg
a general roview of somo of the strong powr's
in the Prussinn system  'The speciacle he
depicts mwy well e lascinating to a soldier’s
eye, for 1t isone in which every citcumstance
and consideration isabgolutely suhordinated
to the obiject of producing the bighest pos -
sible degree of nlitary eflicirncy, ‘Lhe
Muarouvres are rendered as near to the rea
lity of war us is practicable without 1 Inod
shed, but they are only a visitle illustration
of the intensity with which overy element
of the Army is mnintained at the full strain
of warlike energy. It is rejorted, indeed,
that the physical exertion imposed ou the
tioops in such Aanosusres has inflicied
casunliizs resembling 1hose of a campaign,.
and that in Germany itgell remoustrances
»gainst this severity are beginning 10 be
heard. But 1f the wark is overdone, it is in
putsusnce of a system which applies to ali
ranks and deals with cvery detsil.  The
Emyperor, Ly universil admission, sats the
examplo; nnd, from the Cuief of the Staff
to the uewest recruit, every one is called
upon to excrt himself 10 the uitermost of.
bis powers, The lst war was no'sooner
over than, without nllowing thewselves o
moment’s repos, the military authorities
begsn to extend their Army. and improve its.
argauizition; and no degree ol success
achieved by any arm of their Force relieves |
it from contiguxl criticisw vnd amendment.
1f there was one branch of the German

Forces which won especial adnurationsia the
late war, it wus the Uavalry,  Four years
have barely pass-d, and our Correspondent
Lins been atteriding Mancouvres the epegind j

-

dhjeot of wlich fa to test by practico somo
pluns, which have been elowly matured, for
tmproving the art of handling Cuvalry. The
German Stuff have comne to tha the conclu-
sion thnt much hus still to bo learnt on the
sut juct, nnil they are consequently studying
it in the fleld as diligently as.in the closer.
It is 8till move charnoteristio of their ‘vigil-
ance and thoroughness thsat on the very
field of victory they recognized some grave
defects in the managementof their Infuntry,
and that they nro now cudenvouring (O re-
wedy crrors whiol, as our Correspondent
has slready explained, they ewndidly admit
o.ght to havacost them dear. [n fact, every
port of the Army is equally maintained in
practice,  Fromy Componies and Regiments
to Arny Corps, every sub division of the
Forco receives its special training. and the
working of the whole machine, fromthe
lnghest point to the lowcst, is effectually
tosted, No part is. fuffered: t0 rest, or left
to be refurnished when the occasion.-arises.
‘The Army, for practical purposes, is little
less than always at war, and its condition is
nlmost thot of a perpetual bivoneac.

+ 1t is (0 this established hinbit thnt the
various excellencies détailed hy our Corres
pondent may mainly be traced,” The -ordin-
ary administiation of the Prussinn Army ie
War Administration, and the: necessities
which war iwposes are perpetually. present
to the minds of its chiets. ()ur correspond-
ent cannot avoid refl-cting obliguely on the
strango contrast which in some respeots the
Euglish Army pres nts, and our soldiers
doubtiess need to learn many lessons from
the greant military model of the duy, The
only justification of the cost in- men and
mobcy entailed onu country Ly -the main-
tenance of 8 Regular Army is that allits
members, Men nnd Ullicers ahike, should
keep tlLewmselves ever prepared and ready,
both in disciphne nnd in military intellj-
ence, to tuke the field. But the difficulty of
our task cunoot be understood until it1s
rocogmized that we work nnder precisely the
opposite cundition to that which prevatls in
Germiny. Ulir thoughts and habils are all
of Peuce, nud our adminisiration  of the
Army.1s consequently t0o- much ot a Peace
adouaisigation,  We centralize the depari-
ments and the commands, not becnuse Eng.
lishmen bave any particular love for cen.
tralizition, or any considernble cspacity for
i1, but because the advantages of decentra-
fization hiave never veen forced on us with
the terrible urgency which Pruassia has ex .
perienced. We ouglt, indeed, to have
learnt something of ttis Jesson from the
Jnmean War; but when the wnr was over
we reverted 10 our peacetul habits and aiins,
Our, War Ollice and our Horse Guards seem
10 us like uny othier public Department; »nd
we hivo scarcely thought about.the matter
suffictently to recoguize and carry out the
essentinl ditferences which ought to distin.
guish them from the vest. It is certainly
time, bowever, that in -some particulars we
tmitated the.Prussiaus without delsy, Noth:
ing con be more admirable than -the system
of 1ndividual iudependence aud-responsibil -
1ty which our Correspoundent describes.: In
any future war.commanders of subordinate
rank-wll certainly be obliged: whether they
lilse it or not, to act n8 much oun their own
responsibility aa the captain of a shipin the
heat und obscurity of a . naval-activn.  The
rapidity of movements, the unexpected
cifects which are sure to-be -produced by
aruillery, .combinesl. with the wust size of
modern Armies, will in-an-increasing degree
throw olficers -on ‘their own resources of
Jjudgment and regolution.  But if they have

not.been trained to-sot independently be-
foreliand, they mill be unable to'do sowhen

.




