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¢ by which that Power swrrenders to tho
“ United States its sovereignty over all of
8 Russinn America and the adjrcont islands,
“iy specinlly includes the strip 400 miles
4 long which oxtonds down tho coast, thus

¢, oxcluding British Amorica from thoe ocean,
¢ ‘I'lie treaty was laid on tho table, and will
* bo takon up noxt week. 7Tho cession ex-
¢ cites intenso intorest: influential parties
“ rogard it as signilicant of, Russinn policy
¢ in view of impending Europcan complica.
“tions on the Eastorn question. Russin
+¢ cedes hor Amorican territory for the same
¢ yeason that Naroteoy sold Louisiann. In
“ tho ovont of war, Russin would probably
“ loso this cofintry, and Ly parting with it
t tho Czav socuros tho friendship of our gov-
“ornmont. Tho JFnglish ropresentative is
“ deeply chagrined, and it is said that Sir
« Frrvrrick Buuce will telegraph to Earl
« Druny for instructions to protest aguinst
4 its acceptanco by our Government, This
 pequisition more than doubles tho United
“ States coast on tho Pacilic, which now ex
¢ tonds from Lowor Californin to Behting’s
¢ Straits, with tho excoption of the compara.
¢ tively narrow strip comprising British
¢ Columbia. The territory ceded comprises
¢ the whole of the continent of North Ameri-
tea west of longitude 141 degrees; it is
# bounded by British Americn and the Pa. 1
4 cific and Arctio Oceans ; it is of the highest
' importance as o naval dopot for stategic
¢ purposes, It is a valuable fur country,
#and includes a vast section of terri.
4 tory the possession of which will in.
¢ fluenco in our favor the vast tradeof
¢ Pacitic.” It is natural that the acquisition
of Russian America should throw the Ameri-
cans into ecstatic fits; the acquisitionof the
North Pole or any insignificant guano island
in the Pacific would be made & cause of
jubilation, if England could theveby be out.
witted or humiliated or tormented. But let
us look at tho acquisition, and inquire into
its importance to tho United States and the
obligations which its acquisition ave pre.
sumed to have entailed. "Che area of Rus-
sian America i3 certainly large, the main
portion lying between longitutes 141 and
'6:2 west, and Iatitudgs 60and 7). A nareow
strip, some sixty miles wide, also extends
from latitute 60 to 55. It must be apparent
that territory which lies so far north as 60
or 70 degrees is not o great acquisition in
cithor a political or commercial sense. ‘Ihe
population of the wholo territory does not
exceed that of tho city of Quebec, and the
majority of tho inhabitants are of the Esqui.
maux race. ‘There was a time when tho
yield of furs made the torritory a very de.
sirable acquisition; but as the furry tribes
have now become excecdingly searce, the
territory is shorn of it principal value, Itis
true thay the new temitory will greatly in-
creaso the Pacific const line of the United
States, but the harbors of the new territory
cannot materially enhance the commercial
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notion thatthe now territory will serve ns an
important naval depot, we mther incline to
tho opinion that naval depots will be more
if
cither contrncting party can be anid to have

made a good bargain, we should think that
Russin hus the best of it, There is*much
forco in the suppogition thit Russin ceded
the territory for the smine reasons that Na.
vorrox 1. ceded TLonisiana,  Russian-Amen.
ca ig far removed from &t Petersburgh and
from the Black and Baltic 2eas, and in case
of war with Eagland those seas could be
practieally blocketded ns they wero during
tho Crimoan war, and the Russian American
territory could bo seize@ upon, and Russin
would bie helplossto save. Wedonot think,
howaver, that Russin had <::7 such fears of
losing the territory in time of war with Eng-
land. Tho territory is comparatively value.
less to Russia, England or any other Eur-
openny” coumtry, and would scarcely pay for
the powder that might he expended in any
atteinpt to wrest it fromit present sovereign,
Wo do not think that the propesitions for a
treaty of cession eameo from Russia, but from
tho United States—from the ¢ Miantonomah
and Assistant-Secretary Fox. It has long
been apparent that tho United States were
anxious to form any FEuropean allianco
which could anney and torment Great Bri-
tain. The leaning was formerty to France,
on account of services rendered during {tho
war for indopondong‘, but the United States
has shown a disposition to ¢ break ™ with
Franco since the Crimean War, It has not
viewed with kindliness the evident good feel-
g which obtaius in the relations that have
fer some time existed between Great Britain
and that country. France completed her
estrangement with the Unitéd States by at.
tempting to fix Maxwmuitiax on the Mexican
throne, and by extanding ler sympathy to
the Southern Confederacy during the lato
Civil War. Russia was taken into the kind.
Iy graces of the United States during the
Crimean War, and o scemingly fast fyiend.
ship has been formed between the nutocrat
of the Russins and the autucrat of tho
White House at Washington. The * Mian-
tonomah’ and Assistant Sccretary Fox have
cemented this fiiendship with the Caax by
means of the treaty which cedes Russian-
America to the United States. We are told
that the Czar secures the €7 adship of the
United States by parting with tlhs extreme
poin* of his terntory - that is, the friendship j %
and sympathy of the United States in case
Russia should be involved in war with Eng.
land on the Eastern question. We handly
think it was necessary for the Czar to take
that course in order to secure the friendship
of the United States, England, although
tho parent of the United States, and the
giver of thoe laws and instituti.as and lan.
guage of that country, d-es n t expect
the friendship and sympathy of her degen-
erate son under any exigencies of war, The

sorviceable in more sonthern latitudes.

interests of tho Union; and so far as the

friendship and sympau;y of the United
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blntes aro at the bock and eall of any enewny
of England and mny bo had with or without
pecuniary congiderations. ‘The real object
of tho United States in treating for tho ue.
quisition of the inhospitable teritory north
of Butish Columbin i3 to make snother step
towards the renlization of its ambition,
uamely, exclusive domination on tho uarth-
arn continent of Amerien.  Tho object is
kept steadily in view, and is promoted by
absorption and purchaso by treaty, and in
the end nay be accomplished, or the at-
tempt mny be made by forco to complato the
work by conquest.  Undivided empire is
the droam of the United States. Tho treaiy
with Russin has boen mado with that object
in view. It is possible that complications
may arise oud of the acquisition of tho now
tetritory between Grent Britain ond the
United States, but at present wa seo no rea-
son toapprehend tronble on thatecore. Tho
statement that the British roprerensative at
Washington was “deeply: chagrined,” wo
look upon es a grotuitous and worthless
picco of news.  Sir Frepsrick Broce would
not be likely (o express his opinions nor
show his feelings whon informed of the
treaty, and it would not be hisdutyto “tele:
graph to Earl Drrsy for fustructions to pro-
test against the treaty.” We do not expeot
that Earl Derby himself will think it his duty
lo protest agninst any trealy which the
States and Rusein may sce fit to enter into.
If Russia consulers it to be her interest to
cedo the territory and the Urited States
consider it theirs to acqyuire it, there is little
likelihood of England interfering. The
boundaries‘of Dritish America will not be
affected in the least by the cession, nor will
the interests of British Americans suffer one
jot , when those boundaries and those inter-
ests becumo imperilled it will than bo time
for England to enter her protest, and that
she will do so wo have not the smallest
doubt.
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Wit Desknven  Hovors.—We obsorve
that our gallant countrymen, Capt. Edward
Westby Vansittart, of the Royal Navy, for
some timo in command of the splendid
frigate ¢ Ariadne,” which escorted 11, R. 3L
the Princo of Wales to Canada, thurd son of
the Iate Admiral Vansitturt, of Woodstock,

C. W, and brother of Mr. J. G. Vansittart.
\ccrev ry to the Government Board of Rail-
way Commissioners for Canada, was appoint-
cd by Her Majesty on the 13th of last month,
an Undinary Member of the Military Division,
or Companton of the Most Honorable Order
of the Bath. Col. Edward Willium Derring-
ton Bell V. C,, Col Henry D'Oyley Torrens,
both of the 23rd Regiment, and Col. William
Frederick Carter, of .the 63rd Regt., two or
three years ago stationed in Toronto, have
also been gazetted recipients of this dxstm
guished order



