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LETTER FROM FORMOGSA.
Taxsvur, Foryosa, Oot. 1st, 1890,
Rev. R, P, MaoKay, Szorerary F.M.O.

My Doar Brothor :—Koa Kau and I are back from a trip of
twonty-daye. During that timo wo mado one flying; visit hero, at
the urgent. request of Mr. Layard, H. B, M. Consul. Tho first
Lord's day was given to Khu-a’, a hamlet situated near the table.
laud, throo miles frop Lam.knam, Before going to Canada
sevoral boliovers thero desired a atation in their midst. Last
month thoy socured a building, avd prosonted it to tho mission,
I preached to & packed houso, and after singing several songs of
Zion, left, refiooting on tho solf-propagating spirit of Cbristianity.
The socond f3abbath was epoent at Kelung. Jn the forenoon )09
were presont, including a dozon Ju.pancso soldiers, In thoeveaing,
servico was disturbed by soveral Japanese oivilians, who had
indulged too froely in Saki, (liquor). I sent word to an oflicial
and Polico promptly took the offeuders in eharge, Wo renovated
the church, and mostly with native contributions, All tho
¢ graining ”* was dono vy Koa-Kau, and the painting by himself
aud another young proacher. We worked zoveral nights after
worahip till 10 p.m. An aged Chrtstian woman died the week
boforo, and now a son, who resigned his position as Evangeliat, on
account of 1ll-health, was ocallod home. His remains wore carricd
by mourners to the side of a tea-plantation, and thoro laid ** dust
to dust,” near his mother's grave. There, standing on a lovely
morning, with geoon cfad hills around, all sang with fervor **1to
tho hills will lifc mine eyes.”

When at Keluog, I got word of tho death of Lim Qiet,
who was ono of tho first five baptised in North Formoss, Feb,
Oth, 1873. For twenty long years ho labored faitbfully in“the
Goapel of Joaus, and is now with his Master. Ho was a carpenter

- in Tamsui when I landed hero first. Ho passcd away in

Kap-tau-lawn,

Oa tho third Sabbath we w..e in Sa-kak-sug, which had been
burned by Japancso soldiers, Grass and weeds were growing
where cightcea months ago villagers had flourishing businoss shops.

+ The chapel site was bare ground, for some one dug and carricd

away earth and rofuse. A amall tablo was placed in the contre,
and, followers of Christ stood aronund us whilat the heatben pressed
noar them. I proclaimed life, etornal life, through a crucificd
Redcomer. Tho little compacy of tried disciples seemed overcomo
with joy. Oane beld a hymu book in a b%nd deformed by shot from
a-Japanesoc gun, DMarvolous the escapo! Throughout all the
troubles not ono man deserted the Christian ranks. One of them
is giving his houss, in the meantime, to the brethren for Divine
sorvice.

At Kam-hng, a hamlot several miles away, & Christian family of
many years standing, mado exertions and secored a building for
mission work. I addressed a crowd, under a spreading Banyan
near by, and tho hearers looked pleased.

The 27¢h ult., weu our fourth Sabbath away. I preached in
Pang-kio and Bin-tang, then proceeded to Bang-kab, to adminster
the rite of Baptism. Mr. K. Mawai, Japanese Evangolist, brought
two converts, ono called Akiyama Eeishi, officer in tho Poat Office,
and tho other a soldier named Shibata Banjiro, and at the closo of
oar religious exercises, 1 baptisod thewm in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. Thesoe are the firat Japaneas over baptised
in North Formosa. May thoy boe the firat fruits of a glorious
harveat.

I dr not atate all our travelling and Iaboring during week days ;
but notics that we cannot remain long in the country st .a time.
Converta and letters come from all points of tho mission in a con-
tinuous train, and can neither be put aside nor delayed. God is
with us, and wo ¢ Go forward ”’ in His name,

I am, yours sincerely,
G. L. MacKar.

*What ehall I render unto the Lord for all his beneflts toward
mo?” What do you think would be a fitting retnrn? No one
will be able {o make a fall and complets recompense. We shall
ba debtors to God at tho olose of the year as wo are at tho begin-
nisg. Bat wo may do those things thas are fittiog and appropriate
from tho recipionts of so great benotactions. We ray love Bim
with all our hearts. We may extol Him in the presence of onr
irionds. o may doalways those things which please Him. We
may devote our thought and timo and money to the extension of
His kingdom on earth. Tho gratoful hears should seek during all
this year, not to pleass itsoli, for ¢ even Christ pleasod not him.
self,” but to sexve Him who fills all the years with goodness.
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LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

Cunisr 1 T NEw Trsrausyt, Popular Loctures on Biblical
Critioism, By tho Rov. Thomas A, Tidball, D.D. 12mo, pp,
337, papor covors, 50 cents, Now York, Thomas Whittaker.

It is with groat heartiness that wo eommend this Intonsely
interoating and holpful book to all thoughtful readers. Ministers
will find it very usoful, also SBunday achool teschers. To the
genoral reader, howover, it will bo the most valuable—the roader
who has not devoted much time, if any, to the consideration of the
subjeots troated, and yet who feols the nosd of propar instruotion.

Woe focl suro that no one, with any carnestnoss, can fail to have
his faith strengthened, and his intereat in tho New Testament
groatly quickened by tho reading of thoze admirable pages. It is
well worth our while to avail oursolves of helpa liks this, for the
very ohildron are asking us quostions we find it hard to answer.

Tux Baeatit or Gop: A Sketoch of the Dootrine of Inaplration,
By tho Rav. Frank Hallam. 12mo, cloth, 75cts. New York,
Thomas \Whittaker.

The ‘* Highor Oriticlam*’ controversy has already developed an
sxtonsive literaturo, and has openod for fresh iuvestigation the
wholo question of inspiration. Io the volume before us, ¢ The
Breath of God," by the Rov. Frank Hallam, we bave a scholarly
and romarkably eloquent work, giviog an historical and oritical
review of this doctrine. In torscand foroibls lsngusge, the author
skotches tho formation of the canon of Scripturs, tho gradual
formulation of the various ¢ theories of inapiration,” and the riso
of the ¢ higher oriticiam.” Theso differcat thoories he reduces to
two : the traditional and the inductive.

Wo do not know whora a fairer or more intelligiblo atatement
of tho present attitude of the Christian world toward tho vexid
problem of. inspiration can be found.

The Homiletic Review {8 undoubtedly is nndoubtedly ons of the
leading preaciior’s magazines in the world, and its various depart-
ments are conducted with conspicuous ability, The February
number ia fully up to tho bigh standard it has made for itself.
Apart from homiletical material thero are articles by such men as
Dr. Warficld, Dr. Cunningham Qeikie, Dr. Burr, Archdeacon
Sinclair of London, and Dr, Payne, all on live subjeots. Dr.
MceCurdy continues hie series of papers on the results of resant
discoverics as illustrating the Bible. Funk and Wagnalls Co.,
Toronto, New York, London. $38.00 per year.

— ———

The Truth for February expends its main strength in berating
the Highor Critics and theological professors generally, including
Prin. Grant of Queen’s College. These obnoxious parties, no
doubt, do aomotimes give occasion for oriticism, and if oriticism
were givea in the right spirit they might be willing to profit by it;
but the manner in which they are here abused rather begete
sympathy with them in the minds of urprojudiced people. The
ack of God’s truth has little need of suoh defendcers as usually con-
tribute to this magazine, and in the end will owe little to their
advocacy. Fleming H. Revell Co. $1.00 per annum,

The Qritical Reviewo for January begins the soventh year of
publication for this valuable poriodical, and the editor, Prof.
Salmond, announcea that hereaftor each number will bo increased by
sixtoen pages. This number is full of the usual excellent notices
written by the most competent authoritics in Britain of all the
leading works in theology and philosophy which have appcared
daring the quarter either ir English or in other languages. The
moderate priceat Which this magazineis published enables only one
who really cares to do g0 to keep abreast of the theological liter-
ature of the day. T. and T. Clark, Edinburgh. Quarterly
price 1/5.

Sunday Hours for Foebruary just to hand contains many inter.
esting featuces, among them the prize toxts for illastrating for
which the publishera offer prizes in order to enconrage the artistio
tasto among the colonial children, The various departments are

woll sustained. The story commenced in the January number,
*Bob and Bill,” tho story of two friends in nced increasad in
intereat from chapter .to chapter.

The Biblical World for January gives an illuetrated ariicleon
the *¢1de.l Obildbood in non.Christian Religions ” by Prof.
Goodspead, one’on ¢ Thological Teainiog for the Times ” by Prof.
Foster, * tho Zacharias” of Mass. xxiii, 86 by the Rev. Jobn
MoPhetson besides the nsual studies in the Bible, Bus probably
most readers will be speoislly intsrested in the artiole on “ths
Reoently Discovered Ierael Tables” with she accompanying onts
of tho stone on which it e found. The artiolo bowever {s neither
gonerous to Prof. Bayos nor fair to the Bible. Tho writer seems
to hold » brief againas the historics) character of the Pentatench,
whick makes one distrust his gaidance, Univeriity of Chiosgo
Press $2,00 & year.



