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fucther brok. Aud while thore aro still exceptions, as thero ever
will bo, yot asa rule tho public sertimont is wholesome,

As to how tho day was spout lirgoly depended on the woather
When this was favourablo, various outdoor sports wercs resorted
to; but we considored it a spocial lolight whon a ‘‘black™ frost
guvo smooth ico. Then on neighhouring loch or dam Now Year's
Day was colobratod in grandest 8.,yle. From far and nesr friends
mot on tho ico, and souter and tlacksmith, dominic and farmor,
Iaird and ministor joined in the ‘Roaring Game,”~a ropublic in
whichall minor distinotions disappeared, and tho best man was
the man who could plant his 8fono on the T and guard it with
his next !

ZHRISTMAS IN WADKS

Rendars may Lave hoard of the “Welsh Plygain.” 1t was a
religious service held in all the churchesin Wales, at throe o’clock
on Christmas morning, to watch the dawn commemorative of the
coming of Christ, and the daybreak of Christianity. Thisbasuti-
ful gorvice oisong, prayer, praise, »1d thanksgiving was generally
held throughout the Principality at that carly hour fifty years ago
‘The Plygain is still kept up in a3me of the remots parts of Walcs:
but the hour has been changed from three to six, seven, or oight
o'clook, and the present Plygain bear but fow of the character-
istics of the old Plygain of the Cymry. Tho older folks who
romember the service, when in its full swingabout half a century
sinco, say that sometimes they started at one or two1n the morning
~the timo doponding upon the distance to be traversed to the
placo of meeting. Sometimes the distance was twe, three, or
tnore miles and in that casas latge party met at a coriin powts
and picked up others on the way, 8o that by tho time they reached
the church or chapel a good number was congregated together.
It wag arule that those families living nearest the pluce of
meeting should receive the friends from a distance to broakfast
immediatoly afterthis early service. This ropast was snbstantial
and exceptionally welcome after the long and cold walk, followed
as a rule, by a lengthy service of from two to three hours.

On Christmas Day, and during Christmas week overy year, in
various districts in Wales, is is customary to hold local Eistedd.
fodan (my readera will understand that only onc National
Eisteddfod is held annually, and that in ono of the three suinmer
months). At theso Wolsh gatherings, prizes arc given to the
best competitors in music, literature, including pootry and proae,
and art. Prizes aro also given for the beat specimens of knitting
of hand-spun, and hand-woven goods, Npecial preaching sorvices
arc also held, 2.d large congregations asscmbic to hear some of
the leading preachers of the Principality.

CHRISTMAS IN GERMANY,

There is a charm abous Christmas-tide in Gormany which one
does not experienoe anywhere else,

To the visitor, the novel mode of its colebration affords unex.
peocted pleasure, while $o the native.born its associations are more
lasting than any other childbood memories, and rsmain {rosh and
groen in epite of age or foreign olime. Thers is no sxperisnce more
painfal to & German than the first Christmas spent away from
the Fatherland. X have a vivid recollection of tho utter lonelincss

and God-forsaken fecling which possesscd me the first Christmas
Tspeat in the Australian bush, some fiftecn yoars ago.

The observanco of Christmas is nationalised in Germsny, and
its manifold peouliar delights are heartily onjoyed alike by old and
young, rich and poor.

There, as among the Jews, feative days are reckoned from
eundown tosundown, The days being very shors, the oslebrations
usually begin about four o'clock on what wo torm ‘ Christmas
Eve.”” Belore that time the finishing touohes have bson givon to
the housshold decorations, and evaryone appesars in their best at
tho first famity feast, This foast takes place from four to ten
o'olock, aocording to rank. On the farms, as in othor bomes of
humble socioty, this mesal forms a bond of union betwoen master
and mon, when, in faot, no wine is too good to wash AWAY past
griovance, and all eat and drink onoe moro as tha best of 2riends.
At this timo, tod, it is customary for master and mistress to
distributo presents to their workmon and servants,

Evory bome has its own Christmas-tree laden with gifts, and
docorated with artistio confootionary such as only Germaus can
make.

The unveiling of Wis tree constitutes the ohrildren's ohief joy,
in whioch every member of the housthold pazticipstes.

Christmas day propar is obsorvad with nousar! eacredness and
solomnity. Everybody goss to Canrch—some for she first and
only time during the year, Charohes, therefore, aro crowded, and
for Ahat resson, if for no other, evaryons enjoys Lairg thero.

So far as my rooollootion goos, no visitors aro expooted on

Chiristmas day, but the lollowing day -** Becond Chivistmag day
ug it {s termed—is alive with partios nud pleasures of all kinde.

The Euvglish, we aroe told, ** take their pleasures aeriously ;' the
Gormans cortainly do not. .Gorman oustom seoms to eny,
*‘Ploasuro is as natural as work, therofore bo as thorough in your
pleasures as in your othor duties,” honco overy oitizon of tho
Fatherland takes his ploasure withouv Jruplea of vonsoience.

Aaother distinotive foature of Christmas in Gormany is. *“.at
its manifold dolighta are shared by tho poorest, whoeo ocupboards
aro well atocked by their moro prusporous noighbors, As for the
javoniles, I doubt whothor the joys of wealthior childron can at
all compara with thoirs, In antioipation of Christinas ohoor for
thom, overy Hausfran lays in stook a coasidorable. snpply of
oonfectionary, for whioh, ascording to custom, tho children call
from houso to houso, until their white calico bags are stuffed to
almost equal in size their round-faced owners. Tis Gorman
confeotionery is made in a varioty of shapes, such aa troes, frait,
flowers, anitaals, or *nt 7, and all may be put ¢ 1 a string,

Each ohild's ambition is to got tb, moss, and the probable
rosult 18 cagorly inquired into by the clildren thomsel: s, who oall
at each othera' houscs for that purpiso.

They often oxchange their var.ous kinds of confsotionary,
much a3 their Englich cousins do their marbles.

The festive aeason over, another matter of rivalry among the
children is to ses who can make their stook of sweets last tho
longest. It may surprise my young readera to learn that some of
theso Deutsohe Kinder manage to keop soms into the second
month of the year.

Ghristmas in Germany, is usaally accompanied by plenty of
ice aud snow, which greatly enhanoce the fostive pleasures. Should
the weather be dry and frosty there is always a good deal of
sleighing aocross land and water, rogardless ol roads, fonoss, or
gutes—all levelled by the ¢ beauntifal snow.”

Should the atmosphsre be moist so ¢hat the snow: will adhero,
the Garms.a epirits are not damped, sinoo their pleasures are not
lost, bat only changed. What now would make walking and
sleighing diffionlt, makes snow-.balling easy. The obildren espe.
cially bail with delightthese fresh diversions, and they may be
seen by the 80sro in the snow fashioning Father Christmas in his
native spotless white, ornwwenied with bright glass eyes, while
nose, cars, oyes, and moastachs are raadily supplied by moist mud
from tho tip of the finger.

Ncedlees to say, this snow-Father appears in all shapos and
sizes, according to tho skill and ambition of his yonug arlists, who,
liko some bigger children, bsgin their sport by admiring and
choering their self-made god, and vary the amusement by pelting
him and kaocking him out of shape with caow balls,

Should ths wasther permit, ekating on ttia ice affords ucweary-
ing pleasurs to old and young.

To bs in Germany at Christmas and ao} bo full of happinoss is
almost an impossibility.

To be at work, to do things for the world, to turn tho currents
of things about usat our will, to make our cxistence a positive
element, oven though it be no bigger than a grain of sand in this
great systom where wo live—that is a aew joy of which the idle
man konows no moro than the mole knows of sunshine, or tho
serpent of the eaglo’s triumphant flight into the upper air. The
man who knows, indeed, what it is to act, to work, crios out:
“ This alone is to live.”

A Christmas Greeting.

1 wish a merry Christmas
To overy homo on earth ;

May lowly cot, may prlace hall
Re-ccho genial inirth

May childreu's laughtor gaily ring,
Auad happy voices gladly sing

A fond and joyous welcoming
T'o merry, merey Christmas!

I pray a holy Christmas
May come to every heart ;

A timo of aweet trandquility
From troubloas care apart.

An hour for thoughts to soar abo- -
For heart to realizo the lovo

Ana grace divino that, like a dove,
Breod o'er thix holy Christmas,

God send a blessed Chistmas
To cvery patient life;

A littlo resting from tho toil,
A surcease of the strifc,

Mav Faith breatho words of gentlo cheor,
Hopo point to roses blowing near,

And tender love and friends sincerc
Make this a bles~ed Christmas!




