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turtlier bi,k. Aud white thore arcestill exceptions, ai tiiero ever
will bie, yot ai a rule the publie soritinient la wholosaoi.

Ait to how tho day wis spait li.rgoly depondcd on tii. wcathor
Mohn this %vas fayourable, varicesa outdaer sports werc resorted

ta; but %vo considcred it a special loliglit when a "black" frost
gavoasmooth ie. Thon ou noigh'iauring loch or dam Now Ycar'd
Day ivas celebratedl in granitant s.yle. Front far and iicar f riendu
mîet ou tic Ica, and conter and tHaoksniltli, dominici and fariner,
laird and minieter joined in the 'Roaring Oaiiio,"-a republio iii
îvbich ail minor distinotions disàppeared, and the haeut mîan ivau
tie mani who coula plant lis atone on the T and guird iL witii
hie nait

Itt.ýrs mav !ýcbve board of the "Wealh Plygain." lt was a
religions service held in ahl the ehurches ini W&.les, at titres o'clo..k
ou Christmnas morning, to watcl its dawn comiîeinorativeof at U
coining of Christ, and the dîybreak of Christianity. Thisliesbuti-
f uI service oisong, prayor, praise, a id Lbauîksgiving was gcnerally
held throughout the l>rincipaltty aL that oarly hiour flfty years ago
Tite Illygain in still kept up ini sDmo of the remet.e parts of Walcs*
but the heur bas beau changea frein tbrc ta six, savon, or cight
o'clook, and the pesent llygain bear but few oft ho character-
istics of the old Plygain of the Cymry. Tie aider folke who
remember Lbe service, wiien in its full swing about hait a cesntury
siiîce, say thatsometimesthey startcdaet one or tuvein ihe înorning
-tie turne deonding upen Lbe distance to lie traversed te tie
place of meeting. Sometiiîîes the distance vas twc., three, or
more miles and in Lhstt crasa large ptty met ut a cztiin pDlni
aîîd picked up ethers on the way, se that by Lie Lime tlîoy reachett
tie church or chapel a good nuniler was cengregatcd tegether.
It ws a rulo that those families living nearest the. place et
mîeeting abeuld receive the friends from n distance te breakfast
immediatoly after this carly service. This repastwas substantiel
aud exceptionally weloîne after the long and cela walk, tolloed
ai a raile, by a lengthy service of frein two te three heurs.

On Christmnas Day, and during Christmas week every yoar, ii
various districts in Wales, in is cîîstomary te hold local Eistedd.
fodan (my readors will understand tlîat only one National
Eisteddfod is hald aunually, and that in ene et tho three suiner
menthe). At fliese WalIsh gatherings, prizes arc given te the
best competitors in music, literature, iuclîîding poctry and prose,
sud art. Prizes are aise givcn for tic best speciicîs of knitting
cf band-spuîî, nd lîand-weven gouds, Spcual preaching services
arc aise hold, &.id largo congregations assemble te hear sume cf
tbe lcadiug preachers cf tic Priucîpality.

CHRISTMAS 1.1 GERulANY.
Thora is a chiarin cant Christmas.lido in Germany whico e

dons nct experiance anywhere aise.
Te the visiter, tlic novaI mode of ils coleliration afforde unex.

peolod pleasure, white te the native.born its associations are more
lasting tban sny other chidlioed memories, and ramain fresh and
green in spile et ageoetforeign clime. There is ne exporiance mare
paintel ta a Gernluan the firat Christmas sperit away frein
the Falherland. I have a vivid recallecticu cf Lhe utter lonelineas
aud Ged.forsaken feeling whioh pessescdi me Lhc firat Christmnas
I apt. t in tho Australian bush, somc fifteon years mgo.

The observance of Cbristmss is national jsea in Gormmny, aind
ils manifolId peculiar dolighls are boartily enjoyed aliko by old and
Young, rich ana pour.

Thora, as amoug the Jews, feative day. are reckonod frein
snawn to sundown. The daiys being very short, lhe osielirations
usumily liegin about four e'olock an what we tarin "Chiristmas
Eva."1 Betere, tbat lime the fiuishing touches have beau given ta
tbe houseboid deceratiens, and evrîryoue eppears in their bout at
the firat family toast. This teast takes plae frein four te hon
o'olock, secoaing te rack. On tbe tarins, as in cîbar homes of
humble sooity, Ibis moa tarins a baud et union belmeen master
ana mou, wheu, iu tact, ne wina in tac goad to wash sway past
grievance, and aIl est and drink one more aulb. theut cf friands.
At tbis timas, toD, il i. cuetomary for niseter and mistrese te
distribule prescrits te their warkmon and servants.

Evory home ha, ils arn Christmms-troe ladon witb gitts, and
daeorated with artistie *oonfootioumry sueh as ouiy Germaise eau
matin.

The uuveiling eft "is très coustilules tbe chriidren's obiet joy,
in mui every member cf lbe household pyàrtiaip.,tes.

Christmas dey propar is )bsorvecl wili nuer sareduese aud
soiemnity. Everybody gons te Cliorol-some for the firet sud
auly lime during tbe year. Churehes, theorefare, are crowdod, aud
for Ibat tesson, if for ne other, everyoue enjeys bair;g thearo.

Be fat au my rooollocliou go.s, ne visiter;. are expocod run

Christmas dsy, bel tbe follemlng day -' Second Claitiias day"
s itla i.ermed-is alive with parti.s and ploeures cf ail kinde.

The Enghieli, we are tlaI "ako Iboir pleasures serioely;" I he
Gorman ortaiuly do net. .Gorman cuitani source te eay,
"'Ploasure ie as ustural ais mark, Iberoforolie ais Iharcegi Iu yeur
ploasures as in ycur athor dutias," hancs every citizen et tb.
Fatborland takos bis plessuro wilhout jruplee cf conscience.

Anether distinctive tostureocf Christumas in Oorniany is. %et
its mnifold deligbte are ebared liy the pacreet, whooo cuphoarde
aire moil etookod by Iboir more prosparous neiglibors. Als fortIhu
jevenilos, I deubt whnlher tbe jeye etf voalthier ejildron eau ait
aIl compare witlî thoirs. Iu anticipation of Christmnas cheor for
tlion, ovory Hsusfrau laye in stock a conoiderablo. enpply cf
oeufectianary, for whjehi, acoordlng le customn, tha chuîdren oail

tramn m-useot l he, until hheir wbite calice bags aire stufTed te
almcst oquat in size Iboir rouud-facod cwuere. This Gernian
cenfectlanery je made iu a varicty of chapes, snob as treous, fruit,
fiowers, anireej', oi: n il and aIl may lia put r' i a string.

Eàch ohuld'a ambition ls lu gel li'j muet, aid lbe probable
rancit i. eagarly iuquired mbt by tbt cl.ildren theuisoe da, who ui
at eaci ethera' housse for that purpi rue.

They cftont ozehauge their vai eus lainde of oufootianary,
much as Iheir Englieh eousine de Iheir marllo.

The test ive season avor, anoîber malter cf ri-vailry among tic
abildren ls le cee mbo eau matin heir stock et esveels tant lie
longest. Il mey surprise my Young readera te learn liaI soa of
Ibese Daulsabe Kindor manage le keop saine mbt tho seconîd
moulli eftIhe Yer.

Ghristmis in Geirmsuy, In nueIty arimpanied liy ilenty ut
ice and ouer, which greatly enhauca tbe festive pleasures. Sbould
the weailier lie dry aud frasty tbere ie always a goad del of
sieighiag acrs land aud mater, rigatdless cf rmade, tencau, or
gtàLes-ail levaua by the "4beanhitul er."

Sboauld lha almosphire lia melel n se t he enew. wiii adiiere,
tho G3rrmu%, spirits are net damped, since tbejr pleasures are net
lest, but oniy ebauged. wbat nom, woutd mike walking aud
slighing difficult, malies suow.bslling easy. The obidren cape.
aiaily bail wilh alighttbese treali diversions, and thy mnsy lie
seen by Lb. score lu the suow tasbiouing Fallier Christmnas in bis
native spotlese wbite, orn..ned with briglit glass eyee, whie
nose, cars, oyes, and moustache are readily supplied by moisI mud
tram lie tip cf the finger.

Nedlaes le say, Ibis suow-r-atber appeare in aIl shapos and
ejze8, acording le lie skilI and amition cf bis yenng artists, wbo.
litre soea ligger chjîdren, bagie Iboir sport by admiring and
choring their selt.masde god, and vary tbe amusement by polting
lin and knocking him cut et shape wili czow baIl.

Bbouid the wesîber permit, sting ou tbq ion allords ucwcary-
ing pleasure le aId aud Young.

To lis iu Garmiuy nt Christms and et bie f ull et happino3a is
sun oit an impasuibility.

To bin ah work, La dc things fer Lhe uvorid, te Lurnti Le clîrrente
cf thinge abouît us at aur wili, te iaike our existence a positive
elcint. even tieugi iL ba ne bigger tha'i a grain of saud ain titis
grmat systemn whleroe iivc lv-t bat is a ncw jey of whiclî Lue idie
man knoivs ne more than tic mole kncws ef sueimhie, or Lue
serpent efthLe cagîo's triumpiaut fligit t Le upuper air. Tite
inu who knows, iudced, wbat it js te set, to maork, cries out:

"This ahane is te live."

A Christmas Greeting.
I wieli a merry Chrjstmîas

Taocvery haine on carti
May loîvly cet, may pLIaco lie Il

Re.ccio genial înirtiî
May cildretà's laughiter gaily rinig,

And huappy voices gàadly sang
à fonîd and joyamîs iveîciimug

To mérry, merry Christmas!

I iray à ioiy Cbrotiums
Mycamne ta every hrart

A Linie cf sweet tranquaility
Frein troublons car. apart.

An heur for thougits ta soar abo'
For licart Le reatijz tie love

Anad graca divjne tiat, like a deve,
Blroad o'cr thm ioly Clîrjstnia-m.

Gad senal a blesseil C'b jtinas
Ta cvery patient life;

A litîlo resting frein bbc toit,
A murcoase of tie atrife.

MAi' Faith brtite wordh cf getla clirer,
Italie point te rosas lilowinq near,

And tendlcr lave aud friands sincerc
M.%ac thia a loii'va Cbristrias !


