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tho scorotary of tho Board. ‘The suliont points waro as follows :—
‘Thio Board stood plodgoed at tho outset of the yoar for tho amount
of $1,015,000, appropriations mado for tho oporations of tho various
Minsions during tho yoer which is now closod. During the yoar
many roquosts have como from the fiold for additional appropria-
tions, some of which havo boon made and mot by speoial gifts,
Happily for the condition of the Board, the purchasing power of
gol}l in countries whero silver {a the coin has onablod the Board to
moot many of ite disbursements for loss than the amount oati-
matod, 80 that as a flual result tho gold appropriations for the year
hinvo boon $095,021.70, a loas amount than the original appropria-
tion. Tho roceipts, howover, for the year hiave boon only $843,.
411.67, {ocluding surplun of May 1, 1893, of 81,838.72, loaving a
doficit of $162,510.03. ‘Tho present system of tho Board in ita
finances furnishes an additional opportunity for saving by care-
fully calculating the amounts unused on the ficld in the prececding
year, which wero not and could not bo known in New York at the
timo the books weroe closed on April 30, 1803.  On this account the
doficit 18 docreased §49,01:2.24 so that tho actual debt resting upon
the Board in beginning the year is $102,5670.79. The assidious
offorta of tho women of the church through their various boards
and socictics have nover boon more highl{ appreociated than in tho
paat year, when tho treasury has been subject to so sovere a strain.
Thoir coutributions have amounted to $324,003.11 ‘The receipts
from the Sabbath achools and Obnistian Endeavor socictics, have
continued an important item of our annual sncome., In tho
rotrospect of the yoar's work in the foreign flold thoro 13 ronowed
evidenco of the lidolity, consocrated anergy, and generally wide
moasures on the part of tho missionaries under commission, and
of the immcnse usefulnecas of tho nativo assistants who havo been
gathered around them,

THE SMITH HNERZSY CASE,

Tho charges of heresy against Professor H. P, Smith camo up
on Thursday, they aro as follows :—First—Tho DPresbyterian
Churoh in the United States of America charges Rev. Henry
Preservod Smith, D.D., being a minister in said church and a
momber of tho Presbytery of Cincinnati, with tonching, in a
pamphlot ontitled ** Biblical Scholarship aud Inspiration,” contrary
to a fundamental doctrino of the Word of God aud the Confes.ion
of Faith, that the Holy L‘pirit did not so control theinspired w* itors
in their composition of tho Holy Scriptures as to make thkeir
utterances absolutely truthful; i ¢, froo from ervor when iuter-
preted in their natural and intended senso.  Second—The Presby-
terian Church in the United States of America charges Rev. Honry
Preserved Smith, D.1)., a minister in said church and a member
of the Presbytery of Crncinnati, in o pamphlet ontitled *¢ Biblical
Soholarship and Inspiration,” whilo alleging that tho Holy Scrip-
turcs are inspired und an infalliblo rule of faith and practico, wit
denying in fact their inspiration in the senso in which inspiration
is attributed to the Holy Scriptures, by tho Holy Scriptures
thamsclves and by tho Confession of Faith.  The Prosccuting Com.
mitteo from the Cincinnati Presbytery consists of Reov. Dr.
William H. McKibn, Rev. Dr. William . James and Ruling
Elder Denict H. Shiclds. Dr. Smith defended himself. He ex-
plained the old theory of inspiration atlength, claiming that ono
proved orror in the Scriptures makes it fall to the ground. He
mado much of the fact that tho original autographs of the Bible
wore not accessiblo, and that 1t conld not bo said of them that
they were absolutely free from error.  Ho knew of tho oxistence of
discrepancics in tho present Bible, and it was not a crimo to say
that there may bo errors in tho originals. Ho discussod the ovi-
donco adduced on the trial from tho Bible and from tho Confession
of Faith. Ho explained the troe teachings on inspiration and
incrrancy, and ho showed that his doctrines were not in any way
contrary to the Scriptures, and that ho had in no way impugned
thoessential and necessary doctrinesof tho \Westminster Confession.
Ho olosed with an earncst ploa forliberty. Said ho: ** The correct
answer to this guestion concerns you moro than it concerns me.
The minietenal usefulness of ono man 1s indced a small thiog.
When we have done all we are unprofitable servants, but to have a
groat church go in the {aco of well ascortained facts is not a small
thing. ‘T'o have the aupromo court of such a church moved by
privato opinion rathor than by tho plain and obvious statements of
ita crecd, 18 not & small thing. Theso aro mattors of the greatest
weight.  To have wrong action in these particalars would be a
calamity—a disaster whoso magnitudo wo can hardly ostimate.”

Dr. William McKibbin of Cincinnati presented the caso for the
prosocution. Ho explained that the changes had to do only with
the fact aml offect of inspiration. Iuspiration involved simple
truth. No phenomena could bo ur(xed against verbal inspiration
which diit not involvo the truth. Tho doctrine of inspiration is a
matter of faith, and tho tostimony tho Bible bears to it mnst bo
accepted. Thisdoctrino isso interwoven with tho text of Soripturcs
that its chnunation destroys their cohorence. To im h their
veracity is to impoach the veracity of God. Dr. McKibbin then
followed the history of prophecy as set forth in the Bible from tho
tinio of Moses to the timo of Panl, toshow its divine aunthority,
Filty timosa the Scripturas appesl to Scriptures in tho words 1t
is writton.” In the Confession of Faith tho samo teaching con.
orraing inspiration was to bo found. The Confussion emphasizos
the awiul signiticance of Scripturo by naming the books, not by
the namos of the human authors, but by declariny that God is tho
author of all.  Men havg underwritton tho Confession into saying
that it docs not refer to tho original autographs. This is to dony
that thero are any toxta that came from God. This seeking for an
fmaginative Biblo by looking for tho original texts isto destroy tho
only Ihiblo wo have. 1f thero is an imaginary Bible the authors
of tho Ihblo must bo imaginary men and the relationa between
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thom an” God must be imaginary. Dr. MoKibbin read copion

uotations from new school Emb torian writers to show that the
?xold tho thoeory of inspiration. He quoted tho declarations of the
Gonoral Assomblios since tho reunion, which ehowed this to have
boon tho accoptod viow of tho Presbyterian Church for 85 years.
Ho gavo an acenunt of somo of the proofs of Prof, Swith's teaching.
Ho cxamined tho specitications of tho argument ono by ono; ho
road quotations from the pamphlet of Prof. Smith sotting forth
the bistorio and acientifio orrors of the old testament ; ho showed
that Prof. Smith taught that tho inspired author of the Chronioles
assorted sundry errors of historio fact, auppressed sundry historio
truths and incorporsted with his narrative matorial deawn from
unroliable sources, and that historical unreliability of the Chron-
icles {8 so graat that tho truth of tho history therein coatained can
only bo discovored by investigation, sifting and discriminating.

Tho dobato was temperate and taken ant. in by an unusually

large numbor of ministers and laymen, At tho hour of going to
press a committeo was confering with Dr. Smith to bring about a
compromise if posaible,

ENGLISH 8YNOD,

‘Tho ninetecnth Synod of the Euglish Presbyterian Church has
been held undor the Moderaturship of Rev. Dr. Jemes Muir, of
Egremont, }a suburb of Birkenhead.) Tho mcmbcruhig munt-ered
about 600, of which 291 werclaymon. Two points in the Moderator's
nddress were, that the timo for union of denominations had not
arrived, and a call for o * higher criticiam " of tho spiritual life in
congrogations. The venerablo Dr. Blaike who was o delegato from
tho Freo Church of Scotland could not find any excusoe fur the
scparation of tho Presbytcrinn Churches of England and the Freo
Church. Rev. Dr, Walter C. Smith, Moderator of the Freo
Church, also a delogate, made a characteristic speech.  Ho said it
was tho business of the Preabytorians to maintain their denomina-
tional character, but thoy must not go too far, There were High
Church Presbyterians as well as High Church Epiacopalinns, and
he liked neither. Both wero tarred with the same stick, Alluding
to the labor queations, ho maintained that it was not for the church
to solve tho probloms ; it lay with statesmen. Ministers wero said
not to bo good politicinne, and possibly thoy were not, but they
could hold their own with newspaper men, at all ovents. It was
tho business of tho ministers, however, to take loving intorest in
the well-being ¢® the whole community, and easpecinlly of tho
laboring poor. There should be a lifting up of tho voico against
oppression of every kind, by whomsosver done. Mr. Charles W.

ordon's address is described as bright and interesting. Ho spoke
for tho western part of the Dominion. In 1885 the attention of
the church thoro was direoted princi%nll{ to Home Mission work,
but in that year the Canadian Pacifio Railway was built from Lake
Superior to the Pacific Ocean. By this means the field of the
North-West Territorics was thrown open, and a8 o church the
realized that God had given them their great work. 'They too
upon themselves the responsibility of following up the scttlers who
entered this now field of work. Their work bad greatly incrensed.
In 1885 thero wero 15 eongte%;uﬁona in the whole of the western
territorics, now there were 77, In the same year they had 250
““preaching points,” now 812 were rccorded. Their 3,000 com-
municants of 1885 had grown to 15,091, (Checra.) Fifty little
churches wero planted in British Columbia and in the prairic in
the first named year, while in 1893 there wero 253. Opportunity
had made the Church in Canada what it was. This was the first
occasion, he believed, on which a Canadian Church had raised its
voito in England. Referring to the gengraphy of tho situation, ho
compared the mission-ficld in Cunadu to Europe, supposing that a
n\ilway ran from London to Moscow, with braoch lines to Inverness,
Mnrsoilles and Lucerne.  The country was 2,000 miles one way
and 500 the otber, into which 40,000 men wero coning every year.
\What was Jhe limit of tho settlement to-day would in o month be
well within the boundary. He asked whether this church could
not help them and co-operate with them if its hands were not too
full. The Presbyterian Church had a grand and magnificent op-
portunity in the Waeat, and its hold ¢n the country wasgreater than
that of any othor church. 8till, only 5 per cent. of the young men
of tho country were members of any church. Rev. Dr. Lundio
8aid he had been in Canada and had seen the good work being done
there. Part of Canadn was as Presbyterian as Scotland. He
suggested that the matter bo reforred to the Committeo o Intor-
course with other churches, though ho did not wish to encovragela
ho[w not likely to be rcalized. Colonial applications had boen
refused years ago on the ground that if one had been helped it
would have been impossible to refuso another. Rev. Dr. Gibson
seconded, and said it was tho best possible work that could be
dono by the church. Several other mombors bore testimony to
the good work being done. Rev. Dr. Dykes thought tho motion
before tho House did not cover the ground. He suggested adding
a recommendation of the claims of the Canadian Church to tho
fullest sympathics of this Church. This was agreed to. Tho
Moderator, in a fow sympathotic words, tendered the thanks of
tho House to Mr. Gordon.

CNITED PRESDYTERIAN C.ITRCH,

The United Presbyterian Church Synod assembled at Edinburgh
on the 7th inst, when Rov. Dr. Oliver, of Glasgow was elected
Moderator. It was reported that 573 congregations showed a mem-
berzhip of 188,706, as against 187,075 for 1892, The debt owing by
congregations amounted to £104,221, of which £86,272 was on pro-
Kerty. The sccounta showed an income for 1893 of £84,137¥7s.
2d., a8 compared with £82,856 6s. 7d., in the previous year; and
that tho cxpenditure was £79,019 7s. 7d., as agsinst £77,1635s. 7d.
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