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to be " sleeping partners"I only in the
occlesiastical concern, and then te coin-
plain of being "1scolded"I because the
other partnor triestowake them up? Are
they to drive mon away by their strifes

Iand divisions, or by their unsociablenqess,
Iand then blaine the pastor bocause "the
churcli doesn't MIl up?"I

\Ve have known. men to inake a daily
practice of telling evorybody they miet
tliat thechurcli was "gYoiing dlown," and
thon wondor why the finances were al-
wvays belind ! A lady of our acquain-
bItace once inforxned us, that the second
timie shoe entored a certain church, sue

was eryconidetlytold by a lady-
aienier o thecong<re"'Ltion, tiat "i

Ishe only know wliat they said abouit lier
ihusbanid, she -%vould nover enter that
Ichurcli again !" Was it straxîge shc
ineveî' didI We know of anothor case,
in wvhich, after a iiinisterhad been faith-

Ifully ivarning liis young people against
the intoxicating clip, in a discourse
ivhich a certain. busy-body thoughlt bore
liard upon somobody's husband, the said
busy-body Lold the wifo of said unfor-
tunato husband, that if shie )vas in lier
place, she would neyer send lier children
Vo that Sabbath Sohlool any more! WVe
could give other instances of a sinîilar
nature, but enougli. if al our pastors
were to tell whiat they know of such un-

pleasant and surprising experionces, our
readers 'would no longer wonder w%,hy
.scnie churches "1don't fiil Up."1

Who lias not. heaxd parents, xueibers
of our churches, freely canvassing the
faults and criticizing the sermnons of their
minister ini presence of their chiîdren ?
How re.rly, on the other hand, do they
speak of his good points-of the bénefit

thoy have received from lis preaching,
of his earnostness, of lis kindly manner,
of his seif-denial, or of lis success ! And
is it surprising, thon> if in aftor years
these dhildren feed no attacliment to hiuu
and leave the church ? Whose fauît is it
in sudh a case that Ilthe churdli doesn't
fill up P"

Thon wvhat shall ive say of thosej
"honorary members," of which thero

are so many in ail churdhos, who, if they
are not guilty of any of the faults orni
discretions to whioh ive have referred,J
are actually do-nothings, and ahnlost
know-nothings amongst us?7 We speak
more in sorrow thani in anger, but is it
not for a lamientation that se miany of thc
professed followors of Jesus are of thc
Ilblind and the lame," wîho eau, accord-
ing to their owni account of tisenselves,
render no service in the army of the
Lord ? 0f lhow miany lias the Lord hiad
to, say, after a revival of religion,' " Were
there not ton cleansed ? but where are
thoe nine 1 "

Whiat is the office and duty of a Olins-
tian pastor ? Is hoe tho more Proxy of the
churcli, appointod to do its work ? 0'r
is net the Divine command, IlLot 1im
that 1caret& say, como! In our judg
ment, it is the business of the churcî
rather than of the minister, to fill the
house. It is the magnetism of their life
more than of bis proaching that is to
Ildraw."' And tiil our poople more
thoroughly approhend hils fact, we shall
continue to hear the compiaint that "lthe
churcli doosn't fin Up.",

There ie a stili more important ques-
tion than the one wo have beon discuss-
ing, ho'wever, but that we mauàt defer

il noit nionth.


