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voyance, in eempany with a niilitary gentleman fromn Halifaxc, ia search of
flshing sport, 35 miles further in the saine direction to the lMargaree River,
noted la ail these parts for its splendid treut and salmon. Rich as these
luxurieq are, and much as-the eating of thern was enjoyed during niy.stay, I
was seeking something stili more precious, and had flot long te irait for a
cordial Christian irelcome frnt the brethren of the Margaree Congregational
Churcb, although we had hitherte, been ontire strangers tp ecdi other, except
by naine. This Church numbers 60 menibers la good standing, nearly al
residing ia the seulement. Since the death of the Rev. Joseph Hart, more
than four yeats ago, they bave bad no ininister living among themn, and irere
ut one turne redueed se low that their case seemed to thernselves ns almost
beyond possibiiity of recovery; while, ia thoir isolation, they knew flot te,
irbom, bat God to, look for help. But the living germ iras stili thère, depo-
sited by the prayers of a godiy generatien now mostiy passed away, and
awaîting the genial shoirers et hieaven te cause it te spring forth. At thoir
lowest ebb God put it inte the minde of nmre of their youuger people te
replace their decaying house of worship by a new one, an this inoveaient
iras but a preparation in the band ef providence for the visit of the Rev.
R. K. Black, of Milton, iu the autumu of 1866, whose unlooked-for coming
iras te, the Margaree friends as that of an angel from. heaven. The Lord flot
only sent my brother, but sent a ricli biessing with hiai, which has flot yet
ceased te flow. floth the material and the spiritual church received a won-
derful impulse, which iras inereased by thc visit of Bro. Burpee in the
fail of 1867. Promn report, I iras, preparod te find an intcresting peopie, but
I iras not expecting te sec a body of mostly young mn eadowcd irit such
rich gifts of nature and of grace as irere manifested in their free feilowsiiip
meetings. It iras now easy te, undcrstand how it iras that they couid main-
tain among thomselves for years their tire Sabbath services, 'with their
Sabbathi sehool aud a weekiy prayer meeting. It is; the customa la most, if
net al], of our eharches in Nova Scotia, te hold coaference or fellowship
meetings on the Saturday preeeding thc communion Sabbath, ut which the
mombers renew their covenant; and irben aise, ail applicants for church-
menibership are expected te maire a statement ef their faith and oxperience.
This cuminm, ne doubt, expiains in part the general readiness ofet lcembers
in speech, besides hiaving the indubitable advantages of cuitivating a fraternal
spirit, and of exerting an influence upon thc hesitating more pewerful th-in
the officiai teaching ot the most eloquont pastor: though it ia questionable
whlether our Savieur requiros ail hie folloirers, miale and female, te acknow-
ledge Hlm la this precise manner. Semetimes flic ioudest taîkers are the
peorest Christians, irbile the more timid abeund in ether -races than thot of
publie speaking. It seeme, at iet, unwise that a candidate's application
shouid be voted on impromptu, and la hie presenice: the duty of rejeting or
ot pestponing, wirh muet sometimes eccur, wouid be a very delicate one
under sueli circuaistances. Bat have net our wrestera churches gene te the
other extreme in this matter? PeDes their plan of visiting candidates by a
churc1h deputatien secure :a purer membership, or open the hearts of the
membersj more freely toirards the candidates ? iDees it as fally call into
exereise the undeveioped abifities et the new members ? Why may net the
advantagcs ef beth methods; be Becured, by using one or other or both, accor-
ding te circumstances? But te the text. During the ton daje of my visit-,
ve had thirteen very interesting meetings, eigit of ivhich irere preaching
services. One pieaaing addition was made te thc Churci ; and, at thc close


