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censure, tee petty, perhaps, to bo even spoken of,-thcse daily recurrii
sources of disquietude and unhappiaess are flot referred te God's providence
nor considered as a part of bis probation and discipline. Tiiose thousand
vexations whicli corne upon us through the uureasonableuess, the carelessuess,
thu various constitutional faiiings or il] ziduptedncss of Others to Our peculiarities
of character, forrn a very largo item of' the disquietudes of life, and yet how
very few look beyend the buxuan agent and feel these are trials ceaiing frein
God 1 Yet it is truc, in rnany cases, that these so-called inetir vexations fori
the Mrater part, and, in rnany cases, the only discipline of life; and to, those
that do not view thern .-.s ordercd individually by God, and couiing upon thin
by spccified design, le heir affliction really couceth of the dust, and their
trouble springs out of the -round" it is sanctified and relieved by no divine
presence and aid, but borne along, and in a inere humnan spirit, and by luere
human roliances, it aets ou the uîind as a constant diversion and bindrance,
instead of a moral kliseiplinA.

lence, tee, cornes a coldness and generality and wandering of mind in
prayer,-the things that are on the lieart, that are distractiag thi mmid, thiat
have filled the becart so full that there is no roorn for anytbing eisc, are ail
too small and undigniflcd te, corne, within the pale of a prayer; and so, w'ith
a wandering mmnd and a distractcd beart, the Christian oflèrs, up his prayer
for things which lie tbiuks hoe oîugkt to want, and mnakes ne mention of those
ivhich lie cloes iwant. Ho prays that God would pour ont lis Spirit on the
heathen, and convert the world, and build up bis kingdom everywhere, wlien
perhaps a whole set of littie anxieties, nnd wants, and vexations are se dis-
tracting his theugl,,its, that bce bardly knows wbat ho bas been saying. A
faithlcss servant is wasting bis property, a careless or blundering workwnia
bas spoilcd a lot of goods, a child is vexatious or unruly, a friend lias made
prornises and failed to kcep theai, an acquaintance bas made unjust or satirical
remarks, some new furniture lias been daniaged or rumcd by carclessness in
the bousebold,-but all this trouble forais no subjeet-matter for prayer, thougli
there it is, ail the while lying like kad on the heart, and keeping it down se
that it lias ne power te expand and take ia anything cisc. But were God in
Christ known and regarded as the soul's familiar friend,-were every trouble
of tbe beart as it riscs br(-uthed into is bosom,-were it felt, thiat tliere is
net eue of the srnallcst of life's troubles that bas not been peraiiitted by hiju,
and periuitted fer speciflo good purpose te the soul, bow rnuebi more lieart-
work would there bo in pryer,-howv constant, hew daily miglit it become,
how it miglit setule and clear the atmosphere of the soul, bow it miglit s0
dispose and lay away rnany anxieties which now take up tbeir place there,
that there niight be room for tbe bigher theines and considerations of
religion. C

Many sensitive and fastidious natures are wemn away by the coxmstant friction
of what are called litile troules. Witbout any great affliction, they feel that
ail the flower and swcetncess of their life is faded ; their eye grows dini, their
cheek carcworn, and their spirit leses boe sud clasticity, and becornes bowed
with prernatnire age, and, in the rnidst of tangible and physcal eomfort, tliey
are restless and unbnppy. Tbe constant under-current Of little cames and
vexations which is slewly wcariuig eut .tbe finer springs ef life is seen by no
one, seldom do tbey speak of these tbings te thcir neamest*frieîîds. «Yct were
there a friend of a spirit se, discerning ns te feel and synupathize iii ail these
things, bow much of this repressed clectrie restlessncss would jjass off tlirougb
euch a syinpatbizing mind.
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