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On Janunary 1, the patriarch of the
Irish Collego in Rome, the Most Rov.
Dr. Tobiag Kirby, titular Avchbishop
of Ephosus, colebrated his nincticth
birthdsy. A number of his more inti-
mate friends worn invited to dine with
him. When tho rector of tho college,
who has just been mado a Monsignor
by the Holy Fathor, proposed Dr.
Kirby's hoalth, he drow tho attontion
to tho fact that * Mgr. Kirby bad been
the friond of Daniol 0'Connell in life,
and was prerent whea the hear! of the
Liberator was brought in its silver
cag0 to bolaid in the Churah of St.
Agatha, where the young studonts of
Troland form guardians around the
memorable relic.” Tho Archbishop
until recontly was the acting rector of
the College, and still preserves all his
activity of mind. **As a student in
Rome the young Kirby was nt the
Tzieh College in the Via degli Hiber-
nesi,” gays the Roman correspandont
of the Pifot, *when the youthful
Francis Mahony, better known to the
world as * F'ather Prout,” was resident
tbere, not & student for he did not
stay long enough to study much., It
was lhere, according to a tradition
which Mgr. Kirby remembers prevail-
ed about that time, that young Mahony
wroto upon the walls of the room le
occupied tho first stanzas of one of his
most celebrated songs, ** The Bells of
Shandon.” Amongst the stadents in
Rome at this time was ono who has
become the most celebrated and hon-
ored in the Catholic world, and who
came in contact with young Kirby, 1a
competing for a prizo for the best
essay, on what subject we are not told :
the young Pecci gained the prize, but
that of Kirby reccived very high
praise. Tho Holy Father has a very
warm friendship for the Archbishop of
Ephbesus who was a friend in his
student daya.

It is estimated that the loss in the
revenuo for the past financial year in
Great Britain i3 £2,000,000. A margin
was left for o deficit by the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, but things have
turned out very much worse than
was over expected. At the beginning
of tho financial year, it was well
lmown, that a timo of great dupression
in trade and commerce had sot in.
Tho depreciution of silver seriously
affcoted tho export trade with the
East, and ¢ the rovolutions,” says
tho Liverpool Times in South Ame-
rica injured ths commercial relations
with that continent. The year that
has closed was no loss dieastrous in
banking affairs. A Chancellor of the

Exchequer who bas tided over sach a
fmr with only a deficit of two mil-
ions may uot bo an administrative
genius, but ho is a minister to bo
;elged on in the day of financial iribu-
ation.'

[ We seo by thoold country oxchanges

tho annual roport has been issued by
Genoral Booth of the work nccom
plished by his social orgavization.
Liost year £30,900 wasasked ta carry on
his Darkest England schome, Lut the
amonnt has not beet. subscribed.
“ Thore is evidently littlo faith in the
Goneral and his work," says the ex-
ohango. It is most probable the
enthuginsm caused by tho publication
of his ¢ Darkest England™ has cooled.
The project inny hiavo se=med feasible nt
first, but i1t was not so casy when put in
practice. It was thought when tho
schome was first proposed, that not
only five thousand would find ocea-
sional sheltor, but about two milliong
would be ablo to secure employment.
Under the heading of * A Wonderful
Record * which douls with roscuo work
a solitary English examploe is quoted
by the Liverpool 7imes. * This is
tho case of o girl whose rocord wo felt
it incumbent on us to expose in the
interest of truth sowmotime ago. If
the girl,"” continues the above, * has
been reolaitned from her wayward hife,
we are glad to hear of it.
tunities of reformation were offered to
her both in Catholic and Protestant
ingtitutions before she drifted to Gen-
eral Booth's shelter. The work which
General Booth essayed to do belongs
to thoe State. The law of England
decrees that no man shall starve or
want shelter. A modification of the
Poor Iaw would cover the ground on
which General Booth works.™

Cardinal Gibbons as the spokesman
of all the Catholics in the United
States, presented Mrs. Anna Dorscy,
throvugh the Right Rev. John Keaung,
rector of the Catholic University,
Washington, with an address, in ap
preciation of her good work in the
Catholic literary world. It was accom-
panied by a purse of $1,600. Tho
Holy Father sant ber his special bene-

1 diction hy the Cardinal for her services

to religion through her writings. The
University of Notre Dame, Ind.,
also honored her by presenting her
some years ago with its Laetare medal.
The Puot spealang of Mrs. Dorsey's
literary work says: * Over twenty
volumes have come from her pen, and
it is the barest statement of the truth
that thero is not in one of thom a line
which the most scrupuloua might wish
to blot, or a thought which may not
be offered to the Giver of all good
gias.”

Rev. Father Lucey, Rector of St.
Joseph’s Church, Pine Blaff, Ark.,
oade a pathetic appeal some time ago
through tho columus of the Pilot, on
behalf of a church to bo erected for
the Catholio colored people under his
care. Ho was quickly answered in a

very substantial way by numbers of
generous Catholic Americans, whose

-

hearts aro ever open to assist and pro-

But oppor- |
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moto o good cause. The first letter
he recoived was frem the priests of
the dioceso of Portland coutaining
$200. The foundation of the church
is to bo laid immudiately, ns Father
Lucoy by theso generous responses to
his appeal has received almost envugh
to build his church.

Tho mecling in Ottawa on behalf of
Homo Rule lagt Thursday evening
was o great success. The Otlawa
Frening Journal says ¢ The meeting
from beginning to end may be dascrib-
ed in one word—enthusinsm. 1t was
a rousing gathering at which many of
tho prominent citizons of Otlawa de-
monstrated their zeal in the Irish
cause, not merely by their attendance
but by their liberal contributions.”
A hearty welcomo was given tho Ion,
Edward Blake, the member for South
Longford, as ke appeared oa the plat-
form accowpanied by a number of
friends of the cause, among whom
were : Bis Graco Archbighop Duhamel,
Hon. John Costigan, Hon. R. 1.
Scott, Ion. E. H. Bronson. Rev.
Father Whelan, lov. Father McCar.
thy, Solicitor Gereral Curran, Auditor
General  McDougal, ex Ald. Heney,
ex-Mayor McDougal, County Treasur-
er Cowan, Dr. J. A. McCabe, Chas.
Mohr, John Harvey (Arnprior), P,
Baskerville, ex-M.P.P., Col. Panet,
C. Higgins and F' 3. Nayes. Hon.
Jno. Costigan, us chnirms: expressed
pleasure at seeing so large and repre-
sentative a gathering. He assured
the speaker of the ovening, * that the
friends of Home Rule in Otlawa were
cager to lelp the cause financially
in as much as they bad already sub-
scribed an amount of $1,260 in this
direction and considerable more might
be expected from them. After con-
cluding he read an address of welcome
to the Hon. Mr. Blake from the citi-
zens of Ottawe.”

In rising to reply to the address Mr.
Blake was received with wnarm ap-
plause. Iis first duty,” he said,
* wag to thank the friends of Home
Rule in Ottawa for the substantial way
in which they were endeavoring to
help the cause, and for the cheering

- words vouched in the address. He re-

joiced to return to Ottawa, where for
many years Lo had fought for Home
Rulein the Dominion Parliament even
if it were only to resuwe for o few
houra, the cause, which he bad pre-
viously advocated licre, und to inform
tho many true friends of the cause,
that Home Rule was rapidly gaining
more general approbation. What had
boen espected ten years ago, was now
moro than realized. The House of
Comreons had at last adopted Home
Rule. Altbough the irresponsible
Houso of Lords bad rejected it, and

wero now looking for a change—a for-
lorn hope he believed it to be—at the
next olection. In obtaining Howe

Rule the Insh people would bo given
pewer to govers their country in
muatters of locul concern. Ho had
overy confidence in the success of
Home Rule.  After Mr, Blake had
finished, the Hon. R, W. Bcott rose
oud in o fow words eunlogized llon.
Mr. Blake because of his earnest
ondeavors and sacrifices in the in-
terests of tho cause, and in conclusion
moved that ho bo tendercd a hearty
voto of thanks fox lns interesting and
profitable address.’ J. L. MeDougal,
Auditor Goneral, spoke briefly and
seconded the motion, which was
endorsed by loud applause. Many in
tho audionce went forward and sub-
scribed i responso to the urgont
appeal made. * Tho Ottawa *Varsity
boys were out in full force,” says the
Lovenuny Journal, *aadoccupiedsonts in
the gallory. After the vote of thanks
Mr. John Olarke, the famous tenor of
the College, struck up* God Save Ire-
land,” oud the boys took up the
chorus.”
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After four years' soparation the
Emperor of Germany and Princy Bis-
marck met on Friday last at Berlin,
whither the latier was invited to bo His
Majesty's guest. Whether the kiss of
peace with which they saluted cach
other meant peace for the rest of
Europe, whether it signified 2 com-
plete restoration to favor of the exiled
Prince what it meant—is a problem
like tho Sphinx. Whatever foreign
stratagem there may bo in it, it was
as an act of domestic policy a very
wisc thing. DBismarck's past sorvices
to Germany, although not the wisest,
were 5o great that ho could not be
suffered to go to the grave without
some Sign of pardon, gratitude and
affection from the highest power in
tho Empire.

Tho Holy Father on Saturday deliv-
ored an nddress to about 12,000 per-
sons, suggested by the disturbed state
of Italy. <«If,” said His Holiness,
* wo would profit by bitter experienre
let us trace the evils to their origin
nnd seck an effectual remedy. The
religious ruin invoked and designated
has brought moral and material ruin.
Not only justice, but also political
expediency must demand the return
of the notion to the religion of its
fathers, with mutunl confidenco and
affection, and without sugpicion of thie
Pope, whose preaching of the life
eternal renders even mortal life happy
and prosperous."’

The Congregation of rites has pro-
nounced Joon of Are worthy of vene-
ration.

About one hundred and fifty priests
of various mussionary Orders, as tho
Jesuits, Redoraptorists, Dominicans,
&c., kave been invited by Cardinal
Vaughan to laJor during Lent amongst
the London poor.



