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Afssociation of Central ana Western New 'York" as a wvorthy is.ii
torcf tha Canitdian Freethouglit Association. WCa wvil tako ail
oarly onportunity to put-liBi its plitformn, whicli wo fully endorse.

]PP.BI WILL," AND I PRRE MORAL ÂÇ)ENOY,1" NOT TRUE.

iiY ALLEN PIIINGLE, BELIJv> ONT.

It 18 truco that thos doctrines na-o tirnelionormt, tlitit thoy are
vononthie wà.li ago. For centuries t.boy have beaui cI,îorateid in
hutndreds of volumes, and preaclacdl front thousauda of pulpits, antd
thoy arc Senerally beliovcd to-day. Neitiier ngo, hloover, ito.
gofOrlI acceptation pi-ovo thoir trnthfulnu. 1

It is proposed bore ta show tiret the doctrines of Frco %Vill and
Frco M~oral Agency, as defined by theology, are contrary to
obvions and tva11 estahlialbed facets, and in opposition to a trac
mental philoiophy. They are in confliet withi tho dovelopinonta
of modern science. It wilI first ho neccssary to glance nt the two
philosophies in tyliclu these doctrines of WViil and Moral .Agency
are involvod.

Tho two rival achoola of rnetaphysic8, the Intuitionai, nt whose
bonad, as un exponont, stands, perliaps, Sir WVillianî Hamilton, and
the Exporimental weIl reprcscnted by Bain and J. S. 3dill, seom
both to givo more or Iess standing to thiese doctrines, cither tacitly
or direetly. Though îL is nlot purposed bore to examine thoesacrit8
or dameits of uLetaphysical systems, it xnay ho noticod that lu tho
Intuitional philosophy, as olahorated by ilanilton, t-ho feeling9 aud
moral facts of iiiintan nature ara regat dcd as initaUe, and as boing
ultimata alements et tho mmid. Dele:ctcd( doctrines or beliefis
ara roagardod as instinctiv-e, intuitive tindhls; while Mill's school of
Excperience and Association regards thoa as being t-ho results of
circimatances, and capable of hein- orig-inated and doelop)e
Now it will doubtless tr-anspire that thbore is nincl t-rutl and flot
a little errer la both t-hase systems. Tiret thore are innato
lendenciés, is tinfreqiaently true, but it is equaliy certain t-bat thora
caa ho no innata idcas or doctrines as sucb, for theso are v.1
acquired. And, altbough feelings or prepensities rnay become ain
a senso intuitive by boing itahoerited and bocoîning fixcd ia the
organization by antecedont exporiences, yet thoy are net
riocessarily prinmarly inate, and are baenco wit-hout that divineo
impres or sanction ascribed t-o theni by dia intuitional phiiosophy
nanipulatad by acute theolo,,,gins. On the ther band thera are

certin propensities and tandencies %Ybu-ch caunot bo produced or
ergnted in the inidividual by raly cimitmstances, thouglh %vhoa
b ai nascent exist-nce, thov may, by favouring cîrcuxnstances,

bo dovelopedl aud strextgthenod, for iL isa npatent fact that twio par-
sons mae-d as naarly as mn>" ho mnder the saie circumstances and
training, will oftea turn out posassed of widely different, cnpacities,
dispositions aind character.

According, to ]Iamilton's phiiosopby, a doctrine or bolief wbich
genarally obtuins-baing innato--wonld hava the autbority of God
or nature Viind. it, andi henca would be tr"e and unquestionabla.
For exaniplo, il wo find a hoi in a personal God, or iminortality,
well grounded in human nature and extensively accepted, wa must
net question it, as itis forsooth iiialak andi l.ance divinpiy t.tamped.
On tho contrary, the systemn of Loche, Mil. and others hasbd upon
o.xpcrieaco and association, undartakes to account for tho existence
of givea tendencies. ballais andi feelings in t-ha humant minci, andi
oxp'.tin their origin, rcpudiating tint notion or their being essenti-
ally or primarfly inuate. But as ieitber of thoe syatenis, fundi-
xnentally otsidored, warrants t-he assumption, of a Frac 'Vill or'
Prac Moral .gnty in mani, as tho theologias define it, nmyt
pressent concern is net with. tho relative merits of the two systeins.
If according to t-ho Int-nitional hypothesis, Usas wariatù,ae, t-han
obvionsly wo would bave no -violation or will in tho matter of their
existence or nr.n-existenco in us, anai banco would net ho rasiponsi-
hie therofor, net- for theic nevitablo reanîts following frem theni.
L'kewiso if propneli18s a'd, tenidcncic8 are absolutcly innato antdr
constitutjonal their 18, of course, noithor viola k*n or aesponsibiity
ns t-o Ilici- existcic nc li s, or for the conzquem which inovitably
proed frein t-hem, for, as 1 shail show fuitbor' *, W-iI is simply

desire, andi is identical 'vith Mind, andi not a seporata entity or
aven condition. Thon, on t-be othar iand, tiec-itng to the
Experiînaental plîilosophy, if idens are flot lunuLe, hut acqnired,
andi if givon propensities and tendencies (ia cînbryo iL may ho)
ari% avolved andc deveiopeti into rniing desîres and motives by
suirronindingst %vlichi ara noi unider oui- centroi, diheu noithar have
wo in titis ase freeduni in tho matter, uer îasponsibility for thoir
legitituate consequences andi fruits.

On the subject of t-ho lînnan \%Vili, thore bas bean a vast deal
of both lenarned anti iuîîearnied nonsense 'written, not only by theo.
login but by some philosophera aH weil. lThe oldti ystems of
incophysics arc fui! ot ineongruous definitions; anti vague disserta-
tions on t-be I uîîaa Understanding anai \ili." Titis stricturo
%vould aise soa'u te incîude net a feu- Jute writers ; as illustrations
of this %va wili -.lance at somo of tho ut-terances of Schopenalîuer
ad Dr. Carpienter, on Lte recondita probloni, tho Humîan \Vill.
Ia Schîoponbaucra great work is a citapter on the IlPr-ecini- crice
of th' Vili," tyhidi is fili with opaque vagbne&s. WCa are
lucidly tLid t-bat te \Viil is nîatiiphysical, the Inteiigeto
ia ptyscal; the Intelligence is a semahiance, t-ho \Viil te
thir.g in itoif, andi iii a st-il! more nîctapliysical senso; iisl the
subh.tance of te an, Intelligence, the accident; Wiill la thl"
'natter, Intelligence, ta forin ; WViil is t-ho ient, Intelligence, tha
li-ht." Thtis Ilconfusion worsa co'ifoundc-d," resuits froni st-artî-lu
with an arroneous promnise, t-bat the iil soniething distinct frein
t-ho Mimd. Dr. Carpentar starts with te saine faise pramises andi
ceales te conclusions aven more absu. i. Tho Populeti Scienc,
MeJytJdy, somnu Lime si:tca republislted a lecture delivered la Eng-
land hy Dr. Oni-pant3r, on IlEpidetie flolusiens," la wbiclî he
WVl! ia assuînied te ha soutethia;v distinct frona te Mind andti nde-
pendent of it. Dr. Carpenter compares dia WMII te t-be rider,
wite teo Mid la te horse, andi the Minci, sometimas, liko the
herse, rils away froin its rider, thto XViI. In consequenca of
ressnia;- froin cri-encens pt-enises, Dr. C. ]caves hisolf open t-o
nntch criticsmn iii this lecture. le speaks of Ila solution prescrit
ing itsaif while oui- mlnds at-e inactive," senetimes, tvhen we htave
parbuipa proviousiy "lput tho prein aride in a sort of de.. àtîir."
Nouv, ti-ien ive consider titat a Il solution " is iiltself a nipzntai
a-,»uoe. t-be absurdity of supposing titat, Lta solution (ilet o! tîte
aminti) could Laka place wiio Lte nîind ila "inactive," becomes
sufliciently alparent. Ic is assunmed thamt t-ho solution is a sert of
eutt-y wvbic1 gees into Lte minci or butin, whlti t-le t-rutl is, it la
sitî1 ,ly a 1process of tuîd. Sebiopantnur fürthor c;peaks of thli
virtuca andi fanits of Intelligence, and titoseof etWill, and assetat
t-bat hist-ory andi axperienco t-each Oitat tltey are cntirely indepen-
dent of caeh at-ber. Now I woîîid respectfülly snhmit t-bat history
andc experienco t-cd exact>" the contrai-y-tbat instead of hein-
independent af ech ot-her, thay arc mttonly depandent, and insepa-
rablo. The great at-utnbling-block o! ail snob mataphysicians la
t-be assumption already noticcd tîtat XVill andi Mind are distinct
andi separatc. But la t-- any proof of this I On t-be centra-y,
ail the facts andi e\petîenoa o! human. conscionaness point t-o anl
opposite conclusion. What is titis t-bing or condition we eallVII
of wbicb ire hava licard sa muacl, and ciwirose manifestations woa
are ovary day cogniant ? It la te mnild lt-sclf- ýt-h laxignage or
function e! t-ho fa'-tiltios. Ini iLs ultimate analysis iL as iiljdy
de-&ire. If any fact.1ty o! t-ho mid la conititutionnlly st-rang, tito
desirc of t-bat factilty is st-ion;, andi suci desirc constitutes te
îvill-powor of t-bat fticulti . IL foiloirs, thortefore, t-bat Will is of
different grades andi degrees of strengtb, ns mincis differ and thbe
facul Lies of mind differ. IL aise foliows t-bat t-beio are as niany
Mils o! NVill aud degreas of Will-po eer as t-bore are mental xitcîl-
Lies andi degrees of faculty. Will la st-rang or wcak as t-le muina i-s
streng or weak, or auy particular faculty att-on; or weak. ]3y
Mmdn, in, of cei-se, rneant, net slntply intellect, but t-le -t-olb
mental constiLtion, inc1udin- t-be sentiments sud propensitios.
In a givon subjeet t-he inteilcct may hobcal andi tho passions
at-rang, ini which case t-ho intellectual wil-powor is correspondingiy
weak antd t-be animal ýaill-powcr corrcspondingly stren. In
obscrving t-he inainsprings cf hîmînan action, ire sc thit illutratati
anai oxemliifioci avery day. Let us loah, for examplet, nt t-li
utisr-the Mali irlose chief dcsita anti deiigbt la tho acq'disition


