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try. IIad lie heen a Free Churchman
lie would have doue as they did. ihey
decliired that tlic Clîurch ofi Scotlan<I
and ifs branches wrere guilty of' sucli
grievous sins thlat tliey could not longer
remain with her wilhout sinning agairist
conscience. Holding these viewR, they
werc riglit to do as they lîad do-e; to
wipe such a clîurch out of existence, as
they lind tried to dIo. Ife excpres..ed no
opinion ns Io the conduet of thoset who
liad beloiiged to the Churcli of'Scottand.
To their own mnaster [et theni stand or
iall. Then, again, the Clînrel of* Scot-
land afforded true freedcom-, wiffoir over
restraint or undue laxity. Like a wine
bottle, perenniahly new,' f lîcre was sutfi-
cient elasticity Io allow of the bubbles of~
youthf ni thought bcing, liberaf cd, yet
sufficiently fiin to keep that thoiîght
within bounds3. There %,vas a caif stage
in the intellect. sometimes protonged for
inany years, wlîen old theories, long cx-
ploded, renewed and re-exploded, are
picked up by silly young men, who take
thera to benew because they are new to
them. Well, the Churchi of oa',
like a decent, motherly body, doca not
make a public show of spanking the mis-
chievous boys whû h-vve broken bounds.
She does flot send for the woaien froin
the neighiboirhood, but site does it in pri-
vate, and tlic boy wipes bis eyes, goes
out, and tliere is an end of it. But here
the whole country bas been aznused with
the public spankiig of a thoughtless lad,
wbo fancied lie )lad found ajtcu' doct-
rine because it was new to huîn, and
went not to the Bible. not to the works
of Christian fathers, but of ail places in
the worid, lie goes to Tennyson as an
exponent of tlîeology! And his churel
is crowded on the same principle that
oelled forth alnîost innumerable offers of
Marriage f0 Madeline Sriiilh, the girl
accused of m.îrdering ber French stweet-
hetart; or to Mrs. Bravo, after izhe ha<à

Jlost hier second husband, carried of by

poison. The Churcli of Scotland doms
Jiot pander fo this notoriety-mongerjng.
She preserved lier stnndards uni:npaired,
but she knetv hîow fo do so with dignity.
Then, agaRin, tht.y ohjected to thec cut-
ting and carving of the Confession of
Faith. It was neither that of flicChurch
of Sctland, nor of the Free Church, but
a mongvrel ereed, haecked and mangrled.
if, nls Dr. Barclaîy, of Greeno-i:, said,
they wishied flhc standards altered, let it
be donc by the graving fool of the train-
ed theologian, flot by thec tomahawk of'
the grlib /*!tv'ruf e-vu. Tlîey did not, want
it done, certainly, by immature boys, in-
tellecfîîally sj>eaking, wlîo tlook Tennyson
as their guide. Alrcady it scenmed as if
thi eînc.sis ivas about fo overtake tliose
Who lîad left their churcl from motives
of cxpediency and fromn anibitious hopes.
Wîth the fceble remnant of vs that bad
beea left, i,. almost appc-ared as if the
gi-cnt Vine-dresser liad reen that thec dry
rot had begun on the branches of the
tree, and th'at lie had seen fit to eut if
down to the roots, that from thence
might spring fresh shoots, vigorous and
fuîll of life, and from which îvould pro-
ceed fruit to the glory of God and to the
great, good of the Dominion. (Long
continued applause.)

After 31r. 'Brymner, the Chogirman
ralled on D. A. G. Campbell to address
the meeting. He said: 'Jlere is a.bet-
t er day dawaiiig for flic Churcli of Scot-
land. She has been sadly %weakened,
but if is in order that she rnay look to, a
higlier power than earf h affords for lier
strcngt1h and comfort. The Church of
Scottland s"eemd to look coidly on u,,
but sud a trial will drive us to look for
aid in God's appointed way and lime.
In London thin-.S are looking up. Three
limes 3ur churcli bas been taken froma us,
but nor *we arc placed on a better foun-
dation thun firrnerly; everyone is wtèrk-
ing, and God he1pq fhem f bat help tliem-
selves. Number?' do not constitute a

107


