THE CHURCH OFf SCOTLAND.

LEGISLATION WITH REFERENOE YO URION.

The Synod’s Draft Act has been sub-
mitted to the Legislatures of Prince
Edward’s Island, New Brunswick, and
Nova Scotia. In the Houses of the two
former Provinces, no opposition was
made and no awendments offered. So
far as we know, the Bill has passed in
them. With regard to Nova Scotia, the
vase was somewhat ditferent. The Pic-
tou congregations, thinking that the Act
was more than permissive, though that
was all it was intendeil to be, petitioned
for certain amendments. The following
paragraph from the Morning Herald
shows how these bave been dealt with:

“ The sclect Committee of the House of
Assembly, to which the Bill of the Kirk
Synod, on Union, bad been referred, met
on Thursday. ‘T'hey summoned the mem.
bers from Picton County to give explana-
tions with reference to petitions that had
been presented by several congregations in
that County, asking for amendments to the
bill. ‘The three members, and also the 11on.
James Fraser, accordingly met the Com-
mittee; and the Rev. Messrs. Grant and
John Campbell, and John Doull and J. S.
McDonald, Esgrs., appeared as represent-
ing the views ot the Synod. After an ami-
cable discussion, it appeared that & modifi-
cation of the first amendment asked for
wounld meet the views of all parties; and
it was accordingly agreed to add the follow-
ing amendment 1o the bill :—

*That no vested rights, or freehold pro-
perty, he converied or transferred, only on
the vote of two-thirds of the pew-owneps,
expressed at a public meeting of the cong.e-
ga:i?n called for the purpose, after 1ue no-
tice.

With this amendment, we presame the
bill will pass,”

. e
PRESBYTERIAN GONGERT FOR PRAVER.

Arrangements are now being made for
the annual meeting of the Presbyterian
Synods in Montreal ; and as we may as-
suine that the Bills relating to Church
yropcrty bave passed the respective
Legislatures of the various Provinees, no
insurmonntable barrier exists in the
way of the re-union of the four nego-
tiating Churches, during the sitting ot
the Synods. The Business Comumittees
bave an arduous task before the, re-
quiring the exercise of no ordinary skill
and judgment in arranging for this im-
portant mecting, so that everything may
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be made to work effectively and without
loss of time; and no doubt wise heads
and willing hearts are prepared to co-
operate to make the occasion one of the
most impressive and interestimg within
the recollection of the members of the
various Courts. At the same time,
Delegates from the Church of Scotland
in the Upper Provinces are shortly to
leave Montreal, to attend the meeting
of the General Assembly of our Church,
to be held in Edinburgh on the 20th of
May, for the purpose of conveying to
that Venerable Body, in terms of their
appointment by the Synod, full informa-
tion respecting the position of the nego-
tiations which have been going on for
the past five vears, with reference to
the Union, and ot the motives which
have led the Syunod to agree to its carly
consummation,so thatthe Parent Church
will be able the more clearly to under-
stand the nature of the whole proceed-
ings.

In the peculiar circumstances of the
whole Churel, would it not be appro-
priate for her to join publicly in united
thanksgiving to the Almighty Disposer
of all things, for the great favour with
which He has been pleased to bless the
Iabours of His servants ? and also to im-
plore His heavenly guidance and coun-
sel in the future? The Spirit of the
Lord has been and still is breathing new
life into His waiting people all over the
Provinces, and a remarkable oneness of
spirit characterizes the Church, and
more than ever do men see eye to eve,
and manifest the grace of brotherly love.

We atteinpt no definite rroposal, but
think the Moderators of the respective
Synods of the Dominion might, by im-
mediate correspondence with each other,
agree to recommend to the ministers
within their bounds, the setting apars of
a given day—say some Sabbath or
week-day in May—when special services
would be held and sermons preached
bearing upon the subject of Christian
Union, and advising the holding of
cvening meetings for prayer to God that
{{is people may be more elosely allied
to Himeelf and one another, that our
congregations may be revived, and that
all engaged in the work of cementing
the scattered fragments of the Chnrch ot
the Reformation may be graciously filled
with the Holy Ghost.



