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proof that matei'nal diities (Io neot affect the vitaliby cf sparrows iii
avery great degree is the fact that occaiionally thoro wvil1 be found iii

tlicir nests, at one and the saine time, new-laid eggs, eggcs hiaif batched,
a1nti1 young birds. T have net seen this inyseli', but my friond, Mir. W.
A. 1). Locs,'on the .3Oth May, 1888, took fromnea in th2o7f en
hiemlock trou,, buit, on the reomains co' tu old robitn's nost, two young
birds just out, ono iîa.îtchied( cgg, aund anothot' fi'esl and good,
apparently iicv laid. \Vhether a contiîîîîous succession cf eggs and
yoting biî'ds ever extend over a whole breeding season romains, se far
as I know, yet to, be found out.

Dtiring the past fal, after the breeding season. was oeot, sevora,;l
niemibers cf the club observed sparrows carrying foathors and other.
lighit niaterials te tho iiosts ocoupiod in surmmer, wvith the evident, pur-
pose of xwaking, themn wariw andi botter adapted te resist the, severity of
wintcr wveather. la fatt it did not sem te be niest-buildiiug at ail, but
rather lieuse-building, muchl aftor the saine inainnot ns a, inan miglît
lbuild a honiso and occupy it. This hiaiit., I beIier'e, is cemniot ini other
cool cliniatos. I was not aware cf the ' *liiot iintil a fev days ago, wvhen

'. Leos callcd iny attention to an ar'ticle 0on Il NWiltot Biî'ds "iii the
Doceiiibet' numiiber of Blackwioo'1's _11a iziné- 1q89. I will gjve the
quetation Inl tir-nos of sevcrity Iho, seelzs tho inneeri'ost, caves ani
lioles cf thatolios, gnllaxled îvy x'eots nnd ijiterier of bains, being a lover
of wvaînitlh te ne inconsidorable degree Ceai iisttatie,

Nylien nesting canne t possibly occupy hiis inid, hoe may bo seen dî'aggimg
featiiers about which. evidontly are te 'vaîni the nest last used in suni-
mer."$ It was gratifying, te beain that, observations in Canada %verce
in suchi complote harmony wvith those, made in lingilaild on tlîis peculialr
habit cf tlie sparreov. It would bo a rezisonable conclusion te arrive aI.,
t,hat it wvas a case of 'adaptation to climatie conditions.

Sparrews beginiiost-building very early in the yeaî', and it is
certain that occasioiially thev liatoli young iii February. 1 was inforni-
ed by Mr'. Fletcher a fewv days ageo that lie sawv sparrows carrying hay

and the niteralste x~st on MletcaIf street ia the last wveek cf last
Januarv, also that, a wvariii new-laid egg 'vas found in Mr. A. Me-
Intyre's poroh. on the 18Sth day cf the saine month. Mi'. Armstrong,

.P. for' elle cf the ridings of Middlesex, tells lue tiat lie saw fali frein.,


