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THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

words: ¢ this &8 my body.” In neilher case is the outward or-
dinunce the reality; but it is our profession of communion with
the reality, and being such is spoken of as above.

There are many other thoughts in connection with this sub-
jeet which 1should like to bring before you, but it is time that I
should conclude this alrendy too lengthened letter. My joy is
that the same Spirit which taught me is your teacher, and if
youw are a member of Christ, will he not teach you?

But you have some doubt whether you are one of his mem.
bers? Isitso?  Well then, listen— W hosocrer belicveth that
Jesus is the Christ, is born of Gods” “we are all chddren of
God by fuith,"—Yy nothing else—*and if children then heirs”
Do you then believe?  If s0, you are as safe as the love of the
God of love can make you, as safe as Cluist; for “as he is, so
are we in this world,” -low surely then may you draw upon
hiS love to teach you. If “he that provideth not for his own,
and specinlly for those of his own house, hath denied the faith,
and is worse than an iufidel,” 1 Tim. v., will not Ged provide
for his own %—will he be wurse than an infidel?  If « the fathers
ought tu lay up for the children, and not the children for the
fathers,” 2 Cor. xii., will nut the Father of mercies do as much ?
“If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts,” shall not the
Goud One be as gracions? O, trust lim for teaching, and re-
member,  If thine eye be single thy whole body shall be full of
light” Lhave no room to add nmre, except my earnest prayer
“that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
my give unto you the sphit of wisdum and revelation in the
knowledge of him. that the eyes of your understanding bein
enlightened, you may know what is the hope of his calling, an
what the riches of the glory of bis inheritance in the saints, and
what is the excecding greatness of his power to us-ward who
believe, aceurding to the working of his mighty power which he
wrought in Christ, when e raised him frum the dead.”  May
yuu suknow this “ power of his resarrection, and the accompa-
nying fellowship of his sufferings, that yuu may at last attain
to the resurrection from am- 1y the dend.”  Amen

Ever very affectivnately yours, AT
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CHRISTIAN LOVE.

BY THE REV, J. GILMOUR, PETERBORO?, C. W.

Some subjects are of such dimentions, that the mind must
be kept in full tension when attempting to sound them; re-
peated and protracted attention may render them more level to
our comprehension, and enable us to speak of them with the
greater case. A thorough acquaintance with any subject gives
Tucidness to exposition: that which may be an extreme limit
to a mind partially informed, to one more enlightened is like
a fresh starting point; to the former, all beyond is vague, ob-
seure, uncertain; to the latter, obvious and definite; the former
faulters as he expounds, the latter speaks without effort.

In reading the Kvangedists, we are often struck with the en-
tire ease of Jesus, when dwelling on subjects tous the most ori-
ginal, profound, and interesting; and on no subject seems he
more at home than when sounding the depths of divine love,
or dilating on the human affection to which that divine love
makes it appeal.  Of the movements of no part of our nature
need we 1o be more careful than that of our ersutions, and to
no guidance can we more safely entrust them than to that of
divine truth. And were we anxious for an epitome of dirce-
tion,-could we find it in narrower compass any where than in the
touching farewell of our Lord at the last paschal feast with his
diciples. On the earnest and affectionate mind of John these
Igst sayings of Jesus fell with undying weight, he carefully re-
cords them, and makes instructive use of them in his future
labours and letters. ’

In closely investigating this epitome of sayings as they fell
from ‘the lips of the Haviour, or as used by the beloved diciple,

we find it difticult to distinguish between love and obedience.
They almost seem synonymes; at least there is such asympa-
thy between them, that the one never moves without the re-
sponse of the other.  “1f 2 man love me, he will keep my
words.”  And this is Jove, that we whik after his comnmnd-
ments!  This is, tosay ar the least, Jove- cannot be without
obedience, and chedienee cannot be without love. Water can.
not oceupy an inclined plain, and not descend. The sun can- -
not shine without giving light. A sweet scented flotver cannot
drink the dews of morning and yet emiv no fragrance.  Neij-
ther can the love of God exist in the human heart without
obedience.  Is it then a fact of revelation, that love will pro-
duce obedience, and there can be no acceptable obedience
which does not originate in Jove? In that case it becomes a
question of the first importance, both to preacher and people,
to reader and writer, how can we stir and modify this great sea
of emotion ?

It is one of the great laws of mind that affection is stirred by
the presentation of a lovely object, or a belief that the object is
lovely : then to produce love we must present o lovely object, or
induce the belief that the object is lovely.  We remark in pas-
sing, that christian affection is neither instinctive love, nor
mere family attachment. It is the love of moral excel-
lency.~—*Whom I love in the truth.” Solomon suid lon
ago, “Desirest thou a friend, show thyself friendly;” so
we say, if we Joe God he must appear to us lovely,
We cannot wdl love, nur.can we force others -to love.
We can behiold alovily object, and love it; or believe it lovely,
though not seen, and luve 1t

In pruducing and promoting love to God, how favourable is
our dispensativl.  “ We bhiuld the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Chuist,” « He is the image of the invisible God,” « The
brightness of the Father’sglory,” and he said with inimtiable
ease, “ e that hath seen me, bath scen the Father.” 1i were
casy to dwell on all that is aw ful in the Saviour's authority, or
venerable in his wisdom; but it answers our present object ra-
ther to refer to what is touching in his goodness, “for he is
fairer than the sons of men;” and as it would not sort with the
limits which we preseribe to ourselves to dilate on the traits of
his moral glory, we shall merely glance ata few in which he
shades his greatness in a veil of love.

To give sight to the blind; to cause the deaf to hear; the
lame to walk; and the sick to enjoy health, seemed to be his
casy gait. To calm the winds by a word; to smooth the fur-
rowed deep, and bid Jdemons away from the bodies of men,
while indications of mighty poer appear unlaboured efigets of
the blessed Jesus.  To succour those who had outlived fffend-
ship, for whom relations had no longer any regard, and for
whom the Jast sigh of Jaman pity had been already heaved.
And he said, “I have no man to put me into the pool.” To
cheer the lorn heart of the de<olate widow, and bereaved mo-
ther, uow on her way to cummit the last pledge of family love
to the cold grave. To heal the broken heart of the wretched
female whose reputation lay shivered at her feet, forsaken and
despised by an unl‘cclin;}r world, a prey to troubled thought, a
vietim of fell vemorse, whose bitter seulding tears were but a
fecble index of the withering gricf of her erushed spirit,—were
channels through which the compassionate love of Jesus ex.
uberantly flowed. These were reliefs which pity brought {rom
love. ) :

The most remote sources of knowledge were as obvious to
the blessed Jesus, ns the alphabet to a profound scholar, e
silenced the insnaring quibbles of the Pharisees, with a sen-
tence.  Deteeted and exposed the infidel sophistries of the Sad-
duces by an appeal to their own law,  Satisfied the inquiring
Seribe with a discreet answer, and then proposed to them the
problem, “ how David called his’own son, his Lord,” They
could not answer a word: but then mark the graceful descent
from the lofty subject of his own divine dignity to the notice of



