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a possible future guide and aid to them
in their affliction.

But in the great druggIe for exist-
ence and the mad race for wealth that
seemn ta characterize the closing years
of the 19111 century, the engrossing
cares af business and the reckless pur-
suit of pleasure, have so blunted nien's
perceptive facuhties that, unless any
thing tends ta further their particular
abject in life it entirely escapes their
notice. Anîd so, many af the brighît,
beautiful, and curi<.us productions af
art and nature that lie thickly along
our pathway hiere are passed by uinab-
served, and their cheerlul and educa-
tive influence upan aur lives are neyer
icît. Do we nat know some liustling
tarmer, wvho goes forth sonie sunny,
summer morn, whien the birds are
sweetly singing and the flowers are
shedding their fragrance around themn
w'ha htrarb not the melodiaus harniony,
nor sees and ficels his heart stirred by
beauty that exceeds the glory of Sala-
mon. For him the rases bloom in
vain, and on him nature*s music is
thircwn auay. He may, perchance,
scan eagerly the dame of Heaven, but
only ta form the basis ai a calculat ion
as ta whethcr there will be sunshine
for the ingathering af his hay, or
whether there is promise af refreshing
showers for the good af the grawing
craps. And then his mind goes back
ta the sordid concerns of his occupa-
tion, how ta get the greatest amount'
of labor out ai the long-suffering and
down-trodden hired man, the prospects
of a risc in the price of pork, or fli
in the price of wheat, or ta wondering
who brought his bcloved daughîer homne
fram singing school the previaus even-
ing. But farmers are flot the only
detinquents who err in this respect.
The merchant views the earth a§ only
a plare ta buy and sei; the artizan as
onc huge workshop ; arnd the laver as a
fitîing place ta worship ah the shrine af
some dear divinity, and ta bave no eyes
and cars for anything eisc.

Observation is the principle which,
properly.lp'ied, his led ta and cui'r&n-

ated in the mast %vonderful discoveries
and useful inventions. How many
million apples hiad been seen fàalling
since the first anc ripe and lusciaus
tumbied ta Eye in Eden's pleasant gar-
den before a sinâl le occurrence, so
ait rcpeatcd, started that train af
thoughit in Isaac Newton's head that
ended in the discovery of the law ai
naturai gravitation, and howv many
kettle covers had danced a merry bora-
pipe ta the music ai the spaut ere a
Watt arase t(i g-asp the secret of the
mighty power af steam. 'l'len ]et us
îlot despise the most common abject,
for in their homely and famitiar shapes
or movemieats, we miay read same un-
discovered laiv of nature or gather
mnaterial for some unthought af
invention, and sa place aur namues inî
the annals ai lame.

Nat only is observation an educative
quality, but education greaîly aids aad
develops the perceptive facilities 1l'he
mouniains and soi! and rocks, and
everi the Fands ai the sea shore speak
volumes ta the geolugist. In thieir
formation and situation,. he reads iheir
arigin and the successive charges they
have passed through since. They
sk.read befare hini giimpses of ancient
creation and modemn te-arrangement
an-d through their agency even the
future becomes less a mystery.

What are ta us mere stalks arîd
leaes'and roots and blossornv, revc-ai
ta the botanist the native clime, tîxe
properties. the nature and the uses of
each plant aad tree.

And there is no page of such deep
and thrilling interest as the broad blue
canopy above us. 'o aur unpractirc±d
eyes, filled with chaos and confusions,
but ta the astranomer the luininous
depth is a scene af order and regularity
an-d the mavement af each celestiat
body flashes forth the everlasting,
changless purpases af ils Almighty
Creator, God.

.A mnan's observations are generally an
index ta bis character. W hile some
look ever beyand the clouds and sec
tbeir qilver li in~-, ç,t'crs aze upvin the


