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THE ANTIQUITY OF MAN.

By SyoNey B. J. SkERTCHLY, F.G S.
Of H. M. Geological Survey.
(Continued from page 164.)

The Neolithic and Bronze Age discoveries in England, and
elsewhere, have tanght us much respecting the manners and
castoms prevailing in those times. But, as we have already
pointed out, it is to the Lake-dwellings of Switzerland that we
must look for most of our knowledge respecting the domestic
habits of these early peoples.

One of the most striking facts in the study of pre-historic man
is the singular uniformity of the stone monuments. Whether
we take Great Britain by itself, or include all Europe—nay, even
if we examine Asia and great part of Africa—we find similar
erections, such as mounds (or tumuli), circles of stones (or crom-
lechs), standing stones (or menhirs), covered stone chambers (or
dolmen-), and 8o on.  The most perfect type of these erections is
a stone chamber, covered with a mound of earth, surmounted by
one or more standing-stones, and surrounded with a stone circle,
from which one or more double rows of stones lead outwards.
This perfection is seldom sttained. Most frequently only oneor
two of the features are present.

It has been wisely said that savage races are children in
intellect, and close study has proved how infantile is the savage
mind. Now, if we take our own children, and allow them full
scope to carry out those architectural proclivities, which seem to
be as natural to childhood as mischief, what do we find ? Any
sea-side resort will afford ample evidence. Armed with little
spade~, the embryn Wrens build dolmens, cover them with
mounds, erect menhirs upon them, surround them with stone
circles, and construct long avenues of stones. [ have often been
much struck with the exactitude with which little hands and
minds have pertormed on a small scale what stronger hands and
lesser minds had accomplished ages ago on a grander plan. Here,
then, we see a ~imple explanation of the uniformity of stone
erections in differents parta of the globe.

These «ld stone structure; were confidently ascribed to the
Druids before prehistoric archenlogy became a science ; just as,
in country distrirts at present, the demolition of castles, church
sculpture, and so forth, are, by the bu-olic mind, ascribed to
Oliver Cromwell—or, what seemns much the same thing, to the
Devil.

But we now know that ages before the Druids worshipred
here, these structures stood as hoary monuments of the zeal of
long-forgotten races ; an { we know that most of them were burial
or holy places uf the Stone and Bronze Ages.

It must not, however, be concluded that, even in Britain, all
the tumuli and heaps of stones (cairns) belong to remote anti-
quity. Tumuli were occasionally built in England as late as the
third century, and cairng are still erected in the Hebrides and
other purts of Scotland.

An objection has sometimes been urged against the antiqnity
of these structures, that they are often too massive to have been
erected by people ignorant of the use of metal. But this objec.
tion is nt once removed by historical facts. The Tahitians, who,
when first visited by Europeans, were quite ignoraut of the use
of metal, erected huge stone structures for the reception of the
distinguished dead. One of these, described by Captain Cook,
was no less than 267 feet long, 87 feet wide, and 44 fect high.
The stones were four feet deep, und were neatly squared and
polished. Similar instauces might be cited from other places.

Respecting the dwellings of the Bronze Age, but little is
known. [n Germany and Italy there have leen found rude
earthenware urns of this age, representing huts. Some of these
are round, with a door at the sides, and with tall, conical,
thatched roofs. The lake-dwellings of this aze have been already
alluded to. )

Of the dress - f these people naturally but few examples re.
main. In the lake-dwellings linen cloth of rude texture has
been found. The most interesting discovery, however, was made
in Jutland, where singularly well-preserved bodies were found in
certain tumul . One of these had the head covered with a round,
thick, close fitting woollen cap, covered with threads terminat.
ing in kuots. The body was clothed with a woollen shirt, a
woollen clouk, and woollen l-ggings. The head and feet were

Celts, used as axes and chisels, are plentiful ; and the earliesh
which are seldom ornamented, are of well-known Stone o
types. These, of course, are solid. Others are grooved for ¥ "
readier attachment of the handle, to which they were flu'thel"”d
cured by cords passed through a Joop in the celt. A third X%
was hollow and looped, but none have as yet been found wit
socket-holes like hammer-heads. P

Tho swords were all small, like large daggers, leaf-sh*ﬂ}’.’e '
double edyed, and more a lapted for thrusting and stabbing tha®
for cutting. The handles were small, witl.out guards, and ofted
ornamented. &

Javelins and spear-heads are common. Bronze arrow-hea
are rare, probably because flint was less expensive, more readily
fabricated, and quite as effective. Indeed, at close quarter s
bow with stone-tipped arrows is almost as deadly as a rifi:
Some of the North Americsn Indians of the present day will dis;
charge twenty arrows in a minute, with great precision, 80
gigxl sufficient force to puass right through the body ©

uffalo.

Fish hooks of brenze are pretty abundant in Switzerland, but
very rare in Britain. Sicklesare common, and so too are knive®
of which, one peculiar type, shaped !ike a razor-blade, and ofte%
hizhly ornamented, is characteristic of the period. Persond
oruaments are abundant, and consist chiefly of bracelets 8%
ornamental headed ha'r-pins, some of which are over two feet 12
length. The bracelets are generally simple spiral bands, or 1
open at the side.

With oe exception, no inscriptions have been found on bron2®
implements, though they are by no means rare in t'ie succeed!?
Iron Aze. The one exception is a bronze celt, found in Romés
years ago, upon which is a well-fashio: ed inscription, in upkno¥?
characters. .

The prevailing ornamentations are series of circles, and sp_\\""l?;
no authentic case being known of the representation of animé
or plants, which were a feature in the Iron Age.

The use of the potter’s wheel was unknown until the Iron AS‘;‘
The pottery is often finer than that of the Stone Age, and thougd
similar rude ornamentations adorn it, they are supplemente
by ciicles and sp.rals, which were unknown in the earlier age-

Gold was known, but not silver, lead, or zine. Glass bes:!#
were in use, but no vessels of this material have been found
longing to the Bronze Age. of

Leaving the question ot the habits and state of civilisatiot
the people of the Bronze Age for the present, we will B0
des.cr(iibe some of the features of the Neolithic and Newer Sto®
periud.

We have already seen that in their mode of burial, so far ’:
the structure of their tombs goes, they were very like thel
successors, but, on the other hand, they seldom if ever prac
cremation. .

Respecting their dwellings we know but little, save with ";
gard to the lake-dwellings. It is, however, highly probeb!
that, in inland localities, they erected rude structures, p8
undergrounil, and not very unlike some of the chambered Tam
We know that at the preseut time some savage races, suc °
the Kamschatdales, possess winter dwellings very much like solfnr
tumuli; and a wmgois often looked upon as a dwelling ‘:0
the dead, hence we may infer that their houses were not unli
their tombs.

The dress of the Neoliths was chiefly of skin, but th;’
n}anuf?cmred rude textile fabrics of flax, straw, and proh‘b v
of wool.

Their cutting tonls were all of stone, and often of great bestty" .
Many of the celts are polished or ground smooth, an ’;
amongst «ther features, at once di-¢inguishes this age from b
Puleolithic. The arrow-heads are often exquisitely fashion®
and the marvellous delic.cy of their workmanship can only, cal
fully appreciated by those who have spent years in the pract! 1
study of stone weapons. Bone and wood, of cour e, were 1818° y

used.
The staple commodity for cutting-tools was flint, and they

u]l.

' carefully sought out the localities where the best materisl €]

isted. One of these is Brandon, in Suffolk, where the samé the
of flint which was used by these old people is still worked for
manufacture of gun-flints. The remains of the «1d flint-pits #

. still extant, and they afford a strikingexample of the attain™>

of great ends by simple means. Many of them are forty °°t'
i ' : deep, and their diameter at the top is not less than ten ¥&
and such like materials. The bronze implements were all cast, | From the bottom of these pits gallcries were driven. These &
and they do nol seem to have been able to cut or fuscribe the | works were carried out by the aid of no better weapons than sto
metal ; even the ornamentation (which is always free-hand) being | celts, and picks of deer horn.

cast. Their pottery was very coarse, the clay being ill.worked, badly
. e

covered with woollen shawls, fringed at the bottom. |

Their weapons and tocls were of bronze, stone, wood, bone, i




