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Where can it be?

A baby in a munger!

That must meun a stuble,

Ab, here is one—not a very niee place—just a
cave in the hillside, muybe—but the angel suid
bube in a munger, aud it will do no harm to look
inside this stable,

The door is gently pressed wjur, aud in they
pecp !

What is the matter with the man at the front?

He has turned, and such excitement is in Lis
fuce! 1Ile beckons with his bands and his eyes,
and every feature, indeed !

I hear him whisper, * A buby is here!”

Such an excitement, and yet a cautious pressing
forward, one locking past the form of another, ail
anxious to get in, yct going softly, stepping rever-
ently, and there is the swectest haby in the world,
tucked away in a manger! There are cows close
by, asses, perhaps a camel half g sing his eyes in
supereilious wonder, while by the manger is Joseph
with anxious look, aud there, her face so tired and
yet so heavenly, is Mary, the mother of our Lord !

Those shepherds—how they must fall about that
manger, look into it wonderingly, and then gaze to

only hired for this work,though the sons und daugh-
ters of the owners, in uncient times as well as now.
Shepherds became owners by being paid for the
tending of flocks, not in money, but in a proportion
of the lumbs reared. It is uot at all uncommon for
several shiepherds to conduct their sepurate flocks
over the sume district, and in dangerous regions.
where they remain day and night in the open air,
to share the wateh cure by tuking turns in guard-

| ing the joint flock ; and sometimes they have to

combine to guard against robbers who would steal
from the fold, as well as against wild beasts which
would destroy them, and for this purpose they

| often ereet watchtowers from which they can

licaven thankfully! Such a story, too, as they |

have to tell of an angel making his proclamation,
and of an angel ehoir singing! Then they go out
everywhere to tell the wonderful news,

People marvel, then talk talk, and then marvel.,

One person does more thinking than talking, All |

thexe strange things she lays away in o sufe; o
safe thut has walls stronger than those of stecl and
more beautiful than any of gold. It is deep and
capucious, and she alone carries the key. The sufe
is w mother’s heart, and the key is a mother's love,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
8hepherds in some parts of the East lead a no-
madie life, moving about with their flocks from
place to place, according as they can find water and
pasturage for them, having no settled ubode what-
ever; but in the more civilized countrics the com-

munity is settled and the flocks are herded and |

put in the care of sone one to take them out during
the day, bringing them back at night. In the
Himulaya Mountaing, however, shepherds move

in the mountaing fir away from the settled portion |

of the population for several months together, re-
turning only before the snow fall closes up the
passes and the verdure is destroyed by frosts, In
some pliees it is still true, as it was in the days of
the patriarchs, that flocks are grazed without any
relution to the question of ownership of the lands,
Even in the more settled conditions of socicty,
sheep are grazed by the wayside and on what we
might call the commons,

Shepherdsare a class by themselves, who may or

may not own sheep, generally, however, being '

overlook their flocks.  They called these * towers
of the flock.” Sheep are still found wild in the
high mountuin regions of Persia, The shepherds
to whom the angels appeared were probably herds-
men hired by the priests of the temple at Jerusa-
lem to graze the sheep required for sacrifice, from
which those without blemish were selected and
driven into the court of the temple for sale to the
tens of thousands of ITebrews who came from the
ends of the earth to present the offerings required
by the Jewish ritual,

It is interesting to know that the general loca-
tion of Rethlehem his never Leen disputed, so
that one may wander to-day among the simple in-
habitants, making beads, crosses, and other relies
for sale to visitors, and readily imagine the envi-
ronments of the Bube of Bethlchem. The houses
with domed roofs are oriental enough, though they
may not have been all of this form in Christ’s day.
Ilere Jesus was wrapped in swaddling elothes
after being bathed and rubbed with salt. The
bundages were drawn tightly to prevent the dis-
tortions of the body to which infants are liuble,
andl this is the general custom yet in the Eust.
This custom of swathing the infant hus not so long
since disappeared from European countries as to
make it seem strictly an oriental usage only,

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 8 and 9. The sheplierds were representa-
tives of the common people. But perhups the
chicf reason why the angel brought Lis messuge to
shepherds was that the babe they were to find
in the manger was to be a shepherd too. The
prophecy which the wise men bring Herod is thut
out of Bethlehem *shall come forth a governor
which shall be shepherd of my people Israel,”
The figure wus deur to the prophets. It was dear
to Christ. The words which told their businoss
told his—secking, finding, calling, leading, keep-
ing, saving. Did they guard from danger? The
good Shepherd would lay down his life for his
sheep. Did they care for their flock and know
each one? Even more would this Bube care for
them, the shepherds’ Shepherd. As we watch




