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Mendliiii wlo ca 1 llit adie "'1111 swec.
-Lvés I.abr I.,'t, ralird.

'l'le Christmias number of the S5pirit
of Me Times cornes; to mic with a couple
of jinglilng verses printed ini il, calkcd

'Plie Veel," which are creditcd to
the Laram/e Loon<.ran,4. Considering
the tàcî flint thcsc verses wcre written
esl)ecially for flic first iiîumibcr of '1îi.:,
13icvci.t,- and originally pubbishe.d il% ik,
this is a radier cool proccediîîg. But
I arn not stlrjrised ait it. 'l'lie Larazm/e
Biomiera«g lias long borne an unenvi-
able reputation for stealing good îia'îcer
and passing it off as original and it
would bc surprising indeed if it passed
'l'îl Bîcyc.i, over. 1 have îîo objec-
tion in ail the worid to supply matter
for those imibecile sheets whose editors
have flot brains enoughi to stîpply it for
themselves, but 1 certainly like to re-
ceive credit for niy work.

The gifted but unappreciated Mir.
Jenkins, editor of tic marvellous WPhed,
propouinds the contindruni in a recent
issue of his paper, Il L)os it pay ?" If
this bas reference to the niarvellous
W/zeel I can answer emphiaticaily that

it does flot.

There are a great rnany cadbamongst
bicyclers. I arn referring now to tiiose
individuals whlo have no more sense or
good manners; than to insult girls that
they nieet in the country. A great
nîany wvbeelmen thiîîk that they can do
this with impunity just because tlîey
happen to be niotinted on their ni-
chines. If or. foot it wotuld be flie last
thing that would enter thecir minds but
vilhen riding îlîey seeni to think îlîey
must do sornething to inake thernselves
liked and respccted by tic country
people. Bicyclers coînplain of tlîe
treatnment they gct from farmiers. I
wonder if it ever strucl. them that they
aire responsible for a good deal of il
themnsclves ? Country people have
feelings as well as towvn people, and
when bucolic maidens tell thecir fathers
of the insults; tlîey are subjected to at
tile hands of wheelnîen, it don't raise
riders any appreciable extent in tlic
father's estimation. A man can be a
gentleman wlîen tunted on a wheel
just as wcîl as bie c.an wlîen on foot, and
white it xnay be well enougli to laugh
at these things it is a disgrace to the
whecl traternity t0 put the tlîeoretical
humor of îlîem into practice. Possibly
those whcelmen who have mothers and
sisters mnay appreciate the truc inward-
ncss of their conduct by rcflecting that
they wvould flot like them insulted and
that it's a decidediy poor rule that
won't work both %ways. 'Tbe logic of
which is, that if wheelmen insult the
wiveE fr.1 daughtcrs of countrymen,
why sbould flot countrymen insult the
wives and daughtcrs of wheelmen?

But two %wrongs don't îîîakc a righît and
those cads of file %vbeel who arc iii tlic
habit of doiuîg tbis ouffht 10 stol) ht.

Mr. ]3ricriey's suggestions, for amleîid-
mients; iniflic by-Iaws of the C. W. A.,
to bc found il% another colunîni, nicet
%vib in), leartie!sî approvai. 1 have
ail along expressed niyself as against
tile cliii>and uîiatachcd niember rule as
it now stands and I think M.r. Bricrley's;
suggestions about fill the bill. '[bat
Mr. Brierley, "Fini)" and miyseif arc
flot alone iii our ideas of change, a1
glance at nîly London letter will show.
fflbcelrnen generally seeni to be of the
saie opinion and I hope t0 sec flic
chiange effcted in July next. It 'vil
boomi tlie C. %%. A. if it is donc. At
file saine finie I wvould like Mr. lousb-
ted t0 write me a letter for publication,
setting forth bis ideais for having the
association on a club basis. If niy
recollection serves nic ariglît, lic %vas
strongly in favor of that Mien we
argued the matter over inT'l'îl Bicivcî.E
office.

l'le nmarvellous 11/z1ee/ lias added
anoîlier lcading liglît of the iitcrary
wvorld to its corps of gifted contributors,
in tlie person of "'l'lie Owl " wlîose,
lieculiar contributions connîenced in
a recent tiuinbcr-. 1 arn glad 10 sec
0'lat the gifted but unappreciated Mr.
Jenkins, editor of the niarveilous Mlhed
is flot sparing an>' expense 10 f611 hb
paper to tlîe brini %vitlî intercsting
mnatter. NMr. Jenkins' clarining diction
the case and -race %vitli whicli lie
Mangles quotations froin, the Biq'ding
Ifld 10 suit binîscîf, aîîd lus rutllss
exposure of the namnes of gentlenmen,
given t0 imn cotifidIeîîtiailly, %vlîo have
contributed 10 b'is paper over nonies de
plumne, have long been sources of
unalloyed deliglit 10 flie, and I hîardly
K-nowv low to express my unluitied
regard forhim as an honorable mian, and
admiration for his genius as an editor.
But lie says it costs more 10 pay
postage on the Wheel than it does 10
lirint the wvholc edition of 'IHn BICYCLE.
Now Ibis is cruel. If bie keeps on at
!ne in this way hie wili bring me dowrn
in sorrow to the grave and make me
svish I had neyer lcarncd 10 reverencu
and admire his journalistic manliness.

'he Scien//jîc Ai4nerican is getting
funny. It describes and pictures a
marine bicycle in a tlc issue and says;
'.,it is probably called a bicycle because
there are no wvheels about it." The
Sc/enfigic is gei.ting quite frisky in ils
old age.

Perlîaps, ivhea thîis number is off
the press,h it ill bc rather late in the
day for me to wish t-ny readers a mcerry
Christmas and a haêppy Newv Vear, but
I do ht ail the sarne, and as Rip Van
Winkle .,ould sasy, "lmay you aIl live

long -nîd p)rospecr." Mry wvishes for -.
Nlerry Clîristînas yoti cami kecep uintil
Inest fine, andl as flic ilew year is just
(iawning as 1 Write il is niot loci laIe
for nie 10 wisli you a hîappy new year,
and 1 venture ho add fice hope îlîat at
(10 yoiU soniie good.

I have nin, paliers otiier than
bicycle publications on lîîy exchiange
list. One of flic necatest of ail I gel is
flic Por/o/o, a well-lirilite(l little siieci
of sixîecîi pages, p)tblislied by fie
youing ladlies of flic %Vesleyani Fcîiiale
Cohlege of 1Hamuilton. 'l'lie P'orifot/
contlns a vast anuotn of instructive
and entertaining readiîîg niatter, and
its funny cohuivin is immense. Sonie
of file briglit flashes of scintillant %vit
îiîat find a rcsting place iii that deîart-
nient are sinipily (lie acine of saturnîine
liunior. 'l'lie .Por/fos essays on file
scasoîîs arc elegantiy writtcn and
comind the earnest attention of flic
inteliectual reader. 'l'le poetry, 100,
is sublime, and tile grand depîli of
thouglit into %whiicl the editor wvades ait
fiieCs is soi profotîid ais to be postively
irresistible. ' 'l'lie Por/o/o, I arn reli-
ably inforîîîed, exchatiges %viti tue
mîîarvellous hed. 'l'le fa-ciiîy with
wlîicl tliese two îîerfect piroduîctions
have fotind out ecd oîîer's address so
îlîat tlîey îîîay gaze iii aestlieîic adnîir-
aition vit ecd othîer's, perfectness, is
sornetlîing to niarvel at. But it is a
uîlatter of surprise to mie thiat tvo such
%votiderfuily brilliant iîerary efforts
siîould exist on tlie Amierican contin-
eit.

NMr S. S. Mcchirc of hc lioston Ranîiblers,
and ciior of tie lii'/zcrla,, is Iying scrtiusly
dll %v.ith îyphoidl lever il fli Boston Cilty los.
pil.

A Cincinnati court lias decideil îîat (lie word
d1(anîiii" is flot a profane oine. Tliis takes aIl

the fun out or the business. Now, %vlîen a
bicycler takes a licacler, instead of sayiîîg
Il Blank iiat blank, blank, licty blank of
a stone to blank " hie will serenely murînur,

1struck a sliag, by gosî !" in a1 tone of voice
ancl witli ail expression)n on bis face îliaî would
lead a cabual observer to suppose that the
average wheclîuan is endowcd wvith super.
hurnan patience.

WVashington adviccs state that several larcen-
ies of bicycles have occurred in that city in
the following miner :-A young man in a
rient fitting bicycle costume follows a bicycle
ridier until the latter disinounts 10 enter a bouse
or store, Ieaving his machine outside and un-
prolecteci, when the thief walks confidcntly up
and after deliberaîely. adjusting bis waistband
prcparatory to mounting, springs into the sad-
dlc and cooly rides away. The stolen bicycles
are alînos. inîîîsediaîcly sold by the thicf.

E. I. Sturges, Esq., president of tîje Scran-
Ion, <Penn.) Bicycle Club, and 1. r. J. Connell
arc touring ini the Soufti of France and Itaty.
They started one mnorning latcly-on tricycles
-t0 run from Nice t0 Monaco for breakfast,
but got lost on accounit o! thcir inability to

parlez vous" properly. They folliwcd the
index fingLr o! cvery Frencuinan they met,
and gaI pretty tlîoroug)îly înîxed. Tiîey arc
lusane on tîte subject of of Frencli roads,
which thcy say could not bc smootiîr-
cspecially about Nice-if ccmented.


