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This was the commencement of the travail cf is seutl. Then begyan to ho
visible the frulits of His sufféringys. This ivas the parposo for which fie iiath
instituted the Gospel Clîurch, and sent forthi f{is servants to proclitim the way
of salvatioji tliroiigl Ris crosgs, anc ihatlicomunitted te uis this precious volume
of etortial trath, tiLat we mnty senld it te the onds of tic earth ; aud every
successive -eriod of history bears testimony to the manifestation of titis work.
Maititudea, wîth hiearts as corrapt and depraved as it is possible for thein to
be, have beeii attracted hy the piver of the Redeenmer's cross, snbdued fromi
thieir natttral etimity, made williing in the day of His poNver, fi.,lîtintg the good
figlît of faith, and overcomning by tue blood of the Lanib. M;any of dureroent
nations, and kindreds, and l)coples, and longues have hearà or read the words
of the Lidl Jestis Christ, have believed and been saved. If thiere are those
wlio are disposed to cast ridicule iipon the efforts that are put forth to con-
vert Nfahoinetans, or F-Iiiudo3, or clegraded Uottentots and OLifres, let theni
colnsider the effiac s of the word of the Lord iii former ae.Thiat word is stili
the saine, " Ris liand is neot yet sliertened, that it cannot save, neither is Ris
ear licavy, tlîat it cannot lîcar."

Lookc aG thc actuial stuccess of the varions missienary operations cf the
churclies, arnd of Bible Sucieties-look at the revoîntion in the opinions of
mien-wliole islaîîds of the sea tnurning te Uic fjord, and nations, stich as
Japan, thîroiving clown ail barriers to the cutrance and spread of Christialnity.

And surcly it is enconraging, and onght te stimulate the zeal and eiîergies,
and prityerftiliess of believers, te sec the word cf God's grace extending its
tritimphs te the uti-most ends of the earth, gathering, iii the heirs cf salvation
eut of ail lands, se tlîat, even now, there is scarcely a kîsiown lang--uage on the
face cf the earth into whichi the Bible, or portions cf it, have net been trans-
lated by the B3ible Society, and in which the praises of Jestis have not been
silngc anid the wonders of His love proclaimed.

Ail this is ain earsîest of the fifl harvest that is yet te be gathered ini.
For thus it is ivritten, " Hie shall sec of the travail of Ris seuil." Success
depcnds îîot oit anything huniman, for then there would bo ne firin fonndation
oii îvhich to rest, but on the word of Ged, and that is suire and stable as I-is
own eternal throne. "'Plie inonth cf the Lo)rd of Rfosts lias spoken it."
"Tie zeal oi the Lord will perforîn it." This is the ncver-failing resource of
faitli, on whvlîi the Clhurchi must cast itself tLmidst ail its dificulties. What-
ever dîsceuragemnents there mnay be, let not tue hands Jîang dvwn in feeble-
ness, neither let the heart becoine desponding-let the work ho prosecuted
ini faiti, reinen-bering- that tihe covenant stands suie, that Uic word cf God
sliall certaînly be accomîplislied.

111. The text sets bc-fore us the jey and satisfaction of Christ whien fie
secs converts brougyht unto Goà-sinners ransemied and saved by the power
of is cross. H fe shiaîl sce," &c., " anid ehll be satisýfietl." It îvas tui
prospect of this which led Rim te everlook, as it were, Ris approaching
stifferiîg(s and death, and te meet ail ivitheut ene imuriniirin- cotaplaint, yezi,
ratiier with Iîoly anxiety and fervent desire. " For the joy set befere Rin,
Hie endtired the cross, despising tue shitae." Ail that Ho hiad te endure ivas
weil known te Hutu-the critelties of men, the hidin s of Ris Father's couinte-
nance-tlie pinnîshiment of sin, nnitigated and severe. Yet stich wvas Bis
love to gîiilty moun, so great ivas His anxicty te pave the wvay for the eut-
g 'ings ofi mercy to otir fallen race, and to, bring iin sinners, to Ris fold, that
lie stedfastly set His face te go tro Jerusalein to be put te deatli; and tiiese
were His eovî meniorable words Mihen seatedl with Ris disciples at the insti-
tution of Uic sacred feast îvhich cnminemorates lUis deaili. " With desire 1
have de,-,red toecat this passover with ycu before I suifer."

\Ve cannot but liere observe wliat encouragemient is thus held forth te tîe
cenirinced, awakened, sinner to cast huîn5elf at once upon the mercy of the
~Saviour. Iii the first pangs oif conviction raiaed iii the seuil-in the flrst
feelings of dread and alarrn, wiiich are stirred uip te disturb your pouce i'î the
very beg-innings of auy mevemezit tewurds salvaticu, the Redeemner secs of the


