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STRAY BITS 0F COLLEGE HISTORY.
M. Tr.iu'Ev 'SS

NEW R,'ector begins bis terrns of office. The fact prompts
a grateful alumnnus ta review in a bni mariner thc
history anid progress of the institution of wvhiclî Dr.
Emcry, O.M.J., bias beconie tlîe honored head. From

its inception, the career of Ottawa College lias been remarkable.
A prodigiaus and solid dcvelopment since 1848 along 'Unes,
material and educational, evidence the warkings of a Providence
certainly divine in regard ta Aiia Mlfater.

Already duriiîg the French occupation the spaciaus Ottawa
valley had been thc scene of many ain historic missionary and ex-
ploring enterprise. The noble river and dense forests, exien ding
miles on either bank away ta the Temiscamingr region, wvas the
very paradise ai trappers and hiunters. France cedes ta Great
Britain. Twa ,o ars wvhich followv quickly, the Amierican Revalu-
Lion and iSi2, showv that the cndless frontiiralong the St. Lawrence
and the Great Lakes is difficuit ai defence. More suitable militarv
posts, furtber inland, must be prepared. he spot an wvhich Ottawa,
City stands, was aic ta recammnend itself. It is a natural stronghiold:
rocky bluffs descending slîarply tw the river's bed-itself blocked
ta sbippin- by the Chaudière Falis-renders the place iniprcgnable
in this qu-arter. Separating the bluffs, runs, nt riglit -angles ta the
river, a stecp ravine wvhich is at prescrit utilised for the canal locks
and entrance ta thc Interpravincial Bridge. Hcre on Barrack's Hill,
since crowned by Uic Parlianient Buildings, 'vas quartered a British
garrison.

In 182i6 an English oficer, Col. By, cornmissioned to di- the
Rideau Canal as mntias ai casier communication with Ouebec and
Kingsto n, nmade his headquarters :at this point, whichi, froni hin
reccivcd tie name of B,%towvn. Hitlier swvarmed canai laborers,
most ai them lrisli imiirants. Iliese tagetber wvith the Frenchi
Can-adian shantynien and tlie wvrkîwen in tiesa.wmnills tha-t began
ta dot tie banks ai the Chaudiè-re Falls, swvelled thc population of
Bytawn in 1S4S ta -5o00 souls. Shortly befare, the Missianairies
ai Provence wvcre invited by the vencrable prelate, Mg.Bourgcet


