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Thomtas Chal-terton, the Boy Poet of Bristol.

M1E râ~ations hetween Mv-li. Lamnbert and. his .apprentieec
* \vere unatually mijn1I(aqant. as îuiight 1)0 expeetcd trorn

the ineoiipatibility of their ambitions and pur-poses.
m a It appears the master had flot the feast symfpathy wîl:h
the literary aspirations of thie servant, andi that -Mâlie strietly
insistent on his ow'n riglits lie -%as dis3posed to treat Iimii inerely as
'ils drudge. Thie servant licartily despised the c.cnsorship of Iiis
overbearing mjaster, but is credited -%ith liavîng faithfully per-
forined all bis duities. Pride, accordingY to a confession miade by
Chatterton Iiimself. in a mioment of distraetion, -%vas ineteen-
twventieths of hlis 'nature. Jt is not liard toe conceive, therefore,
that the onfly tie whieli really bound!l the apprentic to the office '
-%vas biis love of Iiterary ivork. for w1hich bhis clerical duties îeft
Iliînicili leistire. le -%vas, hioiever, at f ast getting dai]y mîore
imUpatient wiithi the routine of office -%vork and more ambitions
to attain sacess by bis peii. Oil Decemnber 21, 176S, lie wmrote
the following letter te Dodsley, a London publisher:

"Sir-.-I talze tbis mnethod to acquaint yen. thiat 1 can se pro-
cuire Copy.s of Several Anient Poeins; and ail Interlude, per-
liaps the oldest dranuatie Phxc.e extant; wrete hy one IRowley, a
Priest !a- Bristol, wl'ho lived ini the fRcigns of E2enr3r Gth and ]Ed-
'wvard 4thl. If thiese Pieces -%Viti h- of amy servic te you, at your
Comimand Copys shahil be sent te you by

Yr nîest obedient servt.
D. B.


