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TRUS71NO 7ESCIS. b

Il 1 eauMteel My hanri, (let Lr, la 1hine. ri

And aurely lnow
Thati1 was walkinR in the ligbr divine

Through wi or we ;

II 1could tatar Thy vole in accents sweret t
Buat ploiniy Say,.r

Te guide MY groping, vanfitiang farci,
IThis is the way,"t

1i ald se ladiy 'vak therein -, butunw
1 cannot ste.

, gave me, 1.4.,lie aith ta bunI.Iy I,.a
And trust in Thee 1

Tticre s no fallatbin sceeng. Were wc led1
Like childeen facie,0

And liited over rock eud river bed,1
No cate, no ie*,

We shoald lie useless in the husy tlîrong,
Lifes votk endette,t

1 tira, maI-e uq brave- and earnes', in Là,ý i' t nRg
Till heaven la won1

REPORT ON THE STA TA 0F RELIGION

UV REV% WILLIANM FARQUHARSON, OUNGAII.

Having now revewed the working poivers of the congre-.
galion, the question naturally arases wbat tangible levidence .
cao be preseated as tu the success af these united labouirs?4
This infrmation is elicite inar the officiai flora by ta ques-i
tions : IlHow are ordinances appreciated ai Sabbath service,1
communion and weekly prayer meeting ? " and I'te wbat ex-
lent are the families of the Churr-h rcpresentcd in the Sabbatb
service and wéekly prayer meeting ? Wbat the Alîsembly's
Commttîce meant in asking for the appreciation of urdananc.es
apat tram paent lacis as tn atiendance as bard I0 conctive.
Certainly te canvene Iler Session for a general discussion of
opinion ai ordinances, turang largely on the ministerls puit
efficiency, as scarcely Presbytertan, and yoar Committe fats
ta sec any goad te be accompiisbed by il. No attempt as
made in any ot the returns la measure the appreciation ai
ordinances oîthervaise than by attendance and hence the
answers te ibe former question are viruaiiy repeaied in
answering the latter. Taking, then, the questions as one
and consideraug ail the tacts presentedi a s pleasang te note
thaitbe reports as 10 the apprecatton ai ordinances are
everywbere eucouraging. Two-thirds, ihrceefourths, four-
flths, nîneteen-twentieths and Ilail are estamates thai -tell
the proportion ai (amulies that attend the Sabbath service,
ihaug.h the complaint is made that weaher and roadls sanne-
limes sadlv mar the symmetry of the proportious. In Huron,
anc Session bas Ilbecame so accusîomed te seeing ailthie
lanlies present that if eue is absent the falure is ai once
atîribuied te sickness or oather 1- .ul cause," white Paris
deplores Ilthe tendency in some quarters tu regard the
Sabbath schooi as a sort ai cildren's church, and ta look
lpon attendance there as sufficient.' Staicanents late these
warrant the conclusion abat I'the pulpit is by ne means los.
ing ils hold ualn the people, and gaves no token ci ceasang te
bc oaperative aver the lufe."

The reports as'te the commuion aie even mare enthusi-
asîic titan those relerring ta the urdinary Sabbath se;vices.
Tangible evidence ai apprecialian is everywhere presented in
full churches, a large attendance ai members and the evident
cager expeclaucy wth ahich the day is looked forward ta as
a season ai refreshang, alabougb the London Presbytery Is_
shrewd euougb tei notice that seime are seen for a tew S&b
baths about that lime whe mysterioulydisappear again tlli
anoîber communion approach:s.

As n rule tbe reports of attendance at the prayer meelîni
are less glowng Cahmsys"iil ood,"utiauq
Bruce adds, IInot by any means a failare," Sîratford chantes,
.nI aram for improvemnent," white Paris stili bears "the aId

tuait about ameagre attendanee IIThie proportion et (amulies
wlaa attend is vaia usiy esaimaieai as aonc îentb, " one-
quarter," "ane-third," <'onealf;" white a fétu Sessions
place the etimate as higb as :thrce-quarters," or Il ail
wiin reacb." In the larger congregatians in Huron, a
iaundred and fifty is considered a large attendance, a de-
garcecaf excellence ataaned ta onîy by the firsîtbree.
O)ne Sessicn campiains i~f the fewness et the young peo-
ple, the prayer meeting being mastly made up ai heads
cf families, but mest returns emphasize the hopetul fact
that the meeing is mosîly made up ef Young men and
Young women, among wbom iltlbas been instrumental in
doing mnur-b good, A'ebý-igb dstance, darkuess, and maid
are chief hindrances ta atteudanct, il 4à noted from alaimast
every quarter that the female element preponderatesl Every-
thing possible seems te bc denc te make this antans of grace
take the place ils importance warrants. Distance bas te
some extent been eliminaied by district meetings ; vaiety, is
souRbit in securing a fuler co-aperation tram the members ai
-be Ctaurch ;mneeangs bave been condtacted in the Bible class
mehod ; Pilgriin's Pragress bas been read aitb minesest anad
profit- and yet frein many cangregatians cames bacie the
pieading cry: Hôw can we ke up a live prayer meet-
ing?"

-ME CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

limateiy ccainected rî.h the gencrai apprem.alion cf te-
giaus services is the specafic enquary as ta bow cloey the
'oung peuple are in lotach with tbat varie. Two questions
bring us face te tact with the tacts in Ibis conaîection. Tht
frst asis; I"Wbat proport-on of the young people attend regu-
la Church services, Bible ciass, Sabbath sçce, Miassion
Bandls andl meetings af tht Y. P. S. C. E V' Ina repiy
aimast cvery ieport states in general terns iliat thteit-
endance at Sabbath service is satisfactory, though ira
most cases there is (clt tht need ai tht addition of some
qualiiying terni. A session in Huron gives tht pieasîng
testimony that "aili tht yonng people attend," but sadiy
weakens ils force by tht addition af tht saving clause Il ai
least occasianaily"' Anoîher Stssioni in tht sanie Presbyicry
notices that white a'tht proportion ai the young womera and
girls and tht youngtr boys is large, tht proportion cf young
mcin is mach Falaler." Londan Presbytery tells us that Ilin
a number af congregatons tht young people attend Church,
but hold aloof front any active effort enther an Bible study
nr Christan work." Tht cumplaint contsfrein Chathamn
that whcn there is a speciai organitation for yaung people
thty attend their ewn meeting anal leave the regular prayer
meeting ta aider members, but as tht repart precceeds ta shoie
ever, where there is ne speciai organisation provided for thé
yaun>t, people, tbey are nat aiways se ver) cagerto av'ait îhem-
seuves af prayer meeting privilegea.

As a naît Bible classes are not as wel atteudcd as Sab-
bath schools, tht genetal complaint being that tht young men
are couspicuous by their absence. Yeî this is net the invari-
able naît fer a gaodly number report that ail or nearly ail
attend bath Bible class anal Sabbath schaol. Fîfty, stxty, andl
sevcnty-five per cent ai the young peaple at tht Bible ciass,
anal seventy.flve, cîghty, anal a liundreal per cent, af the chul-
dren at tht Sabbath schools, are estimats ai diflerent Pres-
byteries.

Tht reports as ta tht Y. P. S. C. E. are somcwhat vague.
At tht very mention of the name a bession in H-amiltan
iriscs te a poin, ai order demandang. By vihat authoraty
was tht Y. P. S. C. E. ever recognîzeal as an instatution ai cor
Church ? - Maittana " cannai speak decidedly ai the propor-
tion ai tht young uhat attend uhean," for tbey tell us --tht
order is a new one," but au cangregations where Mi. a ca-
ety as establisheal we learn tramn other reports that tht propor-
tion ai tht yaung aatending varies tram anc-bauf ta ubret-
fourths. Froni these reports wt sec but too plainly that nat-
wiibstandang ail aur modern organaration, a consaderable
nuinher et cuir young people are varîuatty lost te altClaurcli
influence wbeu uhey leave tht Sabbath schaol. Tell at not
ta aur unbclieving worid, barass not a strugglang manîster
by flauntaaig belote bas cyts whaî bas cc'st h.m se mnany
anguîshing tears, oniy show bow tht dafficulty may be
soiveal, gave soute nzw inspiration te the work with reuewed
patience anal zeal, and many a fithfui labourer will bless
yau.

The reports (rom Hamilton, Paris, London, Huron, Sarnia,
anal Chathamn show that (rani these Presbyterses tht number
ai youug people who have unîreal with tht Church duiring
Uic year is one thausanal anal sevenuy-six. In tht several
coogregatians in the Synoal geueraily a tew report ne
additions, while in others the number receiveal varies ail tht
wvay froan onetae orty. These figures and aibers given ini tbe
variaus reports are, flawever, ai very littît use, as yaur com-
miittet buve naoantans ai ascertaining how long people are
suppaseal te stay yaung in different cangregations.

The beautiful picture ai Cburch lite given in connection
with ministerial encouragements is sadiy marreal whcn wc are
brouglit face te face with tht prevaiiing evils in the dlifeérent
cammunities. Tht Churcb>s fats are many anal lively. lIn
every community in tht bounals, Sabbath clesecratic'n in tht
lortp ai idleness, warily conversation, visiting or droving, i
felt te be a reai evil, rh:!e in Wimndsor anal other border townt
andl railroaal centres, the Suuday traffia. bas a specially das-
tractiug influence. Everywherc the drink traffic is recol
nizeal as an eaemv ai tht Croîis ci Christ. The vcry terms an

wbîch it is srlntoned tell in their impassioued elequen-.e the
terrei which this fat inspires We beat of «"strong drink,
*.maderate drinking," U intemperanLe,'" "drunkenaess," the

bar toom," " tht pool room," " tht liquoi traffic," and - tIC
cursea lilquor: traffic,** as a mighty hindrance ta tht wark.
But the evii with wbicb tht Cbaarch is caileal te wrestle iii
clasest canflictl the evul respectable but insidintas andl destruc-
tive tbait threatens te strangle ber very lite, in that spirit a
tht world that 'te day, as in Pau's fine, Ildrowns men ir
destruction anal perdition." It is reporteal as manifestiag ai,
self .n many forins. Sant:a days oi g.ddy youth it ituxci
abrough thte"attractions af fashionabie socsety,' -thet hc
atre," aor Ia the dance»; in athers i gratifies tht insatiable
craving for excitetnt t ail"the gambling table," Iltht harsa
race," anal in ont case recailing ta lite the " cock ight," whici
wc faucied bad been bairital for generations, In others stailà
burdcns the bean tbrough lalve ot gain " tlt tht way as paveg:
for " selfishness," " cavetousness anal daslonesty"; and thu:
this mighty cvii is founal ta be thetombter ai "jcalousies,'
strites anal thetfruitini cause af "divisions" in tht body o
Christ With ail thtse fanai in which it taiftsts itstif, iti
air of rtispectability, ils iaisidiousness, working in tht Chuirci
scarcely less powerfully than in tht ewrbl, i as ne surpliset t
rtad in report afier -report abat it as tht hindrance muos
paanfully experacuceal by the Chtarch.' Add te these evîls a
a more general kind, tht demoralizing influence af bad coni
panionship at sciiesl coanplained ai by ont Session, thb

rtitNs it h, 1141.

batielul power ai navets ai tne baser sort, and thle wilhe,,i
influence ai scepticai literature mentioneal bv two ot<r
andl yota bave same idea oi the class ai ices with whicb ait
Church eftot.ilay is called ta contenal.

Somne looking exciusively at siach definite farms ofl er1 ai
drinking, gambling, and se forth, are able ta report tbai tbq
exert Ia no appreciable influence on the lite ai the Cbu&:
bail in ail repbrts tbat ts'ke :r,. accaunt the full poires au
in!tidiaus character ot theoddaly spirit, there cames the a
ambiguous testimony : I"alcy retar:d growlb vithin and v-ý

out," Ilblunt the conscience'«neutralize the cifect of sprrïtA
lite andl engender a secular sprit."

The al-important question camtes: What is the Clîri
doing te caunteract these evils i As might be expected, a
swers vaay according ta the nature et the cvii contemp4w,
To mecl some et the tarans ai opposition, the mosi effet 't
instrument seeme te be tht civil law, andl su (rom a goatl
number we bear the cry for Ilnew legisiatien," or beitle
forcement cf existing iaws ta stop tht Sunday tralfac, arraaai
power of the satoon, shtut up the gambling drus, and sQ;tk
inveterate imuggling that sows seeds ai disbonesty in ai' i.
der communitits. Ail doubtless gaod ina ils place, but la9-
«the hangman's wip"I is a weapon unproved, and lg'a.)
we bear tram every part et the Cburch that her great hope I
tht tremendous conflict is not in law, but in -the full and tel
fui presentation ai tht Gospel. It is enforceal by aULa
moving power ci a Savetieign's love ; b-y mannofa sptcie, se-
mons it is brougbt ta bear au the partictalar forai ai cvii tUa
demanals resistance. In personai deaiing it ih presented ut>
ail tht pawerof individuai ptrsuasiveness, but in whatever va,
appiied tht hope of the Cburch unambiguously evpressd n
ina the Gospel of lesus Christ. Our soidiers count il ne b=n
ta wieid the Imperial biade, but girding, their lin% ant
îrutb. putting an tne breasiplie nf rigbteounesIa, ''sn "X
shieid ai faith andl bewing tht kno-e in prayer, they dri,
with tighter grasp the weli turbisbed brand-tbe sword of rie
Spirit, the Word ai Geai, andl thus armeal go forth agaieu ùa
focs, determineal te preacb that Gospel, which in ail at
bas proved itself ta be the power ai Goal unte salvatioma

Front tht report abus presented there is abundant rzr
for thaiîkiulness. We have a miýnislry. carneqt, devoteil uil
truc, who, untainteal by the faintest suspicion of hmrs
taiabfuliy declare God's trutb these are ably supported bvi',
wbole bc 'y ai thteidership, wbo te devotion and consecrata
adai their practieai business experience ta help ta right decs
ions an ail qt"tstions coming belore themn; godiy women ti

a réw, bave consecrateal tbemselves i',I ail proper wayii
labour wiîb th&m in tht Gospel, wh;>4 as an advance mir
burning witb ail tht enlbusiasm aifyoath, we haw wo
young men and young womnen organizeal in Sabbath scbaoa
Bible classes anal Christian societies, svinning ther campi
ions andalieading tbem tu the Savinur But white one '
side tht prospect is sa fair, we sec on tht other sidelhe
mighty hostile camp, not only holding tht citadel ai eril o
flrmiy cutrenched, but active and aggressive, saaing the bi!
secal on the very field aiready devoteal te tht Master, and ti
only luring some ta their ruim, but se deadening tht e e
athers tbat ail their energy (or service as blighted and al-

ereal. Standing face ta face witb such mighty fones, it sht
for us te, number aur armies or caunt or canverîs. but sari
tht knec bowed in prayer andl the eye turneal heaveai
te press on ta ever new canquests, never vielding tlli by Gdi
grace tht banner ai Immanuel shall wavc triumphant cm!
every ctadel iltrain Greenland's icy mountains te loids~
coral strand," and jerasaiem shaaii be a praise in the eon1

Ail ai wich is respectfuliy submitted.
Wbi. FARQUHARSON, Contzvnt'.

1 711E BOL Y SPJRIT'S INTENT.

lafidues not make the slaghiesî dtffeten.-e ao ahiagencesu.

5lwnal Isataa s deas ai what the prophecy uttered on bi
- rsî chapter mneant. But it as a malter ai moment ta o a

know what the Haiy Spirit meant for aus in that fa=ai
1*.aptet. lsaaah did not undersianal the great rutb aof Je
c vcarsous atanementian bis words, -"Anal by Hîs striap r

are heaked, but the Sprt knew, and has revealed L ,ajonC
e ira the New Testament. Andl Isaaas Ilenvaroramentat4L&h
e lame conterns tht doctrine ai the atonernent in bis wurdjs

as much as does the colour ai the propheî's eves.

TOO LA4TE.

"Tooa te 1"The abject iraview snor attaineal; tbed-
sire as not realizeal. Why? Nat for ivaut ai kuowledgel lx
thetimre and tht ,.ondaions were aveli kraown. Nut becausOCI
any reai daffii.uity ;n the wav, for ahere were both opporta
iîy anal ability in the persan who naw bewals bis W

S.eipy he aiiawed tht matter te be ncgected ; he did to
remnember the incxorableness of law ; be triasteal that 0l

e wou'ad be wei, when he waa nal doing bis part, andi nvl t
a s startied wiîh the wards, IlToo late." Saivation as se CeUF,
i as so easy andl se prew.ous, andl ye i as ailowcd ta hi 1

,j fer simple warat of attent;ôn. Tant. moves qwith an evec ai
s easy stcp, auIl suddenly the ldoofaieterniîy opens oe id

starticd one, anal he secs that ail is lest. Tee, late-that ual.
but that is everytbing.

s RD and resy cheeks follow tht use of Dr. Wîlîard P2l
h Piu. They are nature's remedy tor dravinge out ail daarz.z
oresulting iramn pour andl watery blaod, enraa.hing abaW .1
it fl u id , b u ild in g p tîb r n e rv e s a u d p ro m p tly c a rre teite. per boxer s or es for 5St- yaddressing The e D<

te Wiiams Mcd . Ce. ckvilie, Osni.


