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Pastor and People.

TRUSTING FESUS,

U 1 could leel my hand, dear Uned, in Thine.
And sucely know

That I was walking in the light divine
Through weal or woe ;

- -— e

11 1 could hear Thy voice in accents sweet
But plainly say,

To guide my g_roplng. wandenng feet,
¢ This is the way,”

1 would so oladly walk therein ; but now
I cannot see.

O, give me, L nd, the faith to humldy buw
And trust in Thee!

Thete is no faith in seeing.  Were we led
Like children here,

And lifted over rock and tiver bed,
No eate, no feas,

We should be useless 1o the busy throng,
Life's wotk undone,

1 ard, make us brave and earnesr, in faith ate ing,
Till heaven is won !
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(Conclnded,)

Having now reviewed the working powers of the congre-
gation, the question naturally anises what tangible evidence
can be presented as to the success of these united labours?
This nformation 1s elicited in the official form by two ques-
tions: * How are ordinances appreciated at Sabbath service,
communion and weekly prayer meeung? " and ** to what ex-
tent are the families of the Church represented in the Sabbath
service and weéekly prayer meeting?” What the Assembly’s
Committee meant in asking for the appreciation of urdinances
apart from patent facts as to attendance 1s hard to conceive.
Certainly to convene svery Session for a general discussion of
opinion of ordinances, turning largely on the minister's pulpit
efficiency, is scarcely Presbytenan, and your Commuttee fails
to see any good to be accomplished by it. No attempt 1s
made in any of the returns to measure the appreciation of
ordinances otherwise than by attendance and hence the
answers to the former question are wirtually repeated w
answering the latter. Taking, then, the questions as one
and considering all the facts presented, it 1s pleasing to note
that the reports as to the appreciation of ordinances are
everywhere encouraging. Two-thirds, three-fourths, four-
fifths, nineteen-twentieths and ** all* are estimates that zell
the proportion of families that atend the Sabbath service,
though the complaint is made that weather and roads some-.
times sadly mar the symmetry of the proportions. In Huron,
one Session has “become so accustomed to seeing all the
families present that if one is absent the failure is at once
attributed to sickness or other - .ful cause,” while Paris
deplores “the tendency in some quarters to regard the
Sabbath school as a sort of children's church, and to look
upon attendance there as sufficient.”  Statements hke these
warrant the conclusion that * the pulpit is by no means los-
ing its hold upon the people, and gives no token of ceasing to
be operative over the life.”

The reports as‘to the commuion aie even more enthusi-
astic thau those referring to the ordinary Sabbath services.
Tangible cvidence of appreciation is everywhere presented in
full churches, a large attendance of members and the evident
eager expectancy with which the day is looked forward to as
a seasop of refreshing, although the London Presbytery is
shrewd enough to notice that some are seen for a few Sab
baths about that time who mysteriously disappear again till
another communion approachss.

As a rule the reports of attendance at the prayer meeti
are less glowing  Chatham says * fairly good,” cautiod
Bruce adds, * not by any means a failare,” Stratford cbnmés,
in, “room for improvement,” while Paris still bears “the old _
wail about meagre attendance” The proportioa of families
who attend is variously estimated as * one tenth,” “ one-
quarter,” “ one-third,”" * one-half;"” while a few Sessions
place the estimate as high as * three-quarters,” or ¢ all
within reach.” In the larger congregations in Huron, a
hundred and fifty is considered a large attendance, a de-
gree of excellence attained to oaly by the first three.
One Sessico complains of the fewness of the youag peo-
ple, the prayer meeting being mostly made up of heads
of families, but most returns emphasize the hopeful fact
that the meeting is mostly made up of young men and
young women, among whom it has been instrumental in
doing much good. A'hough distance, darkaess, and mad
are chicf hindrances to attendance, it s aoted from almost
every quarter that the female element preponderates. Every-
thing possible seems to be done to make this means of grace
take the place its importance warrants. Distance has to
~ some extent been eliminated by district meetings ; variety is
sought in securing a fuller co-operation from the members of
*be Church ; meetings have been conducted in the Bible class
method ; Pilgrim’s Progress has besn read with interest and
profit- and yet from many congregations comes back the
plca?d,i,ng cry: “How can we keep up a live prayer meet-
iog

‘'HE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

Intimately connected r—th the general appreciation of re:
ligious services s the specific enquiry as to how closely the
young people are in touch with that work. Two questions
bring us face to face with the facis in this connection. The
first asks: * What proportion of the young people attend regu-
lar Church services, Bible class, Sabbath school, Mussion
Bands and meetings of the Y. P. S. C. E?" In reply
almost every seport states in general terms that the at-
tendance at Sabbath service is satisfactory, though in
most cases there is felt the ueed of the addition of some
qualifying term. A session in Huron gives the pleasing
testimony that “all the young people attend,” but sadly
weakens its force by the addition of the saving clause * at
least occasionally.” Another Session in the same Presbytery
natices that while * the proportion of the young women and
girls and the younger boys is large, the proportion of young
men is much smaller.” London Presbytery tells us that “in
a number of congregations the young people attend Church,
but hold aloof from any active effort either in Bible study
or Christian wotk.” The complaint comes from Chatham
that when there is a special organization for young people
they attend their own meeting and leave the regular prayer
meeting to older members, but as the report proceeds to show
even: where there is no special organization provided for the
youny people, they are not always so very eager to avail them-
selves of prayer meeting privileges.

As a rule Bible classes are not as well attended as Sab-
bath schools, the general complaint being that the young men
are conspicuous by their absence. Yet this is not the invari.
able rule for a goodly number report that all or nearly all
attend both Bible class and Sabbath school.  Fifty, sixty, and
seventy-five per cent, of the young people at the Bible class,
and seventy.five, eighty, and a huadred per cent. of the chil-
dren at the Sabbath schools, are estimates of difterent Pres-
byteries,

The reports as to the Y. P. S. C. E. are somewhat vague.
At the very mention of the name a Session 1n Hamilton
nses to a pont of order demanding. * By what authority
was the Y. P.S, C. E. ever recognized as an institution of our
Church?” Mauland * cannot speak decidedly ot the propor-
tion of the young that attend them,” for they tell us * the
order is a new one,” but 10 coagregations where the Soa-
ety 1s established we learn from other reports that the propor-
tion of the young attending varies from one-half to three-
fourths. From these reports we see but too plamnly that not-
withstanding all our modern organization, a considerable
number of cur young people are virtually lost to all Church
influence when they leave the Sabbath school. Tell 1t not
to our unbelieving wosld, harass not a strugghng munister
by flauniug vefore his eyes what has cost ham so many
angwishing tears, only show how the difficulty may be
solved , give some new inspiration to the work with renewed
patience and zeal, and many a faithful labourer will bless
you.

The reports from Hamilton, Paris, London, Huron, Sarnia,
and Chatham show that from these Presbyteries the number
of young people who have united with the Church during
the year is one thousand and seventy-six. In the several
congregations in the Synod generally a few report no
additions, while in others the number received varies all the
way from one to forty. These figures and others given in the
various reports are, nowever, of very little use, as your com-
mittee have no means of ascertaimng how long people are
supposed to stay young in different congregations.

The beautiful picture of Church life given in connection
with ministerial encouragements is sadly marred when we are
brought face to face with the prevailing evils in the different
communities. The Church’s foes are many and lively. In
&very community in the bounds, Sabbath desecration in the
form of idleness, worldly conversation, visiting or driving, 1s
falt to be a real evil, while in Windsor and other border towns
and railroad centres, the Sunday traffic bas a specaliy dis-
tracting influence, Everywhere the drink traffic is reco
nized as an eaemy of the Cross of Christ. The very terms
which it is mentioned tell in their impassioned elequence the
terror which this foe inspires. We hear of “strong dnnk,
* moderate drinking,” ¢ intemperance,” * drunkenaess,” - the
bat room,” * the pool room,” “ the liquor traffic,” and “ihe
cursed liquor traffic,” as a mighty hindrance to the work.
But the evil with which the Church is called to wrestle in
closest conflict, the evil respectable but insidious and destruc-
tive that threatens to strangle her very life, in that spirit of
the world that 'to day, as in Paul’s time, “drowas men in
Jestruction and perdition.” It is reported as manifesting it~
self in many forms. Some in days of giddy youth it lues
through tke * attractions of fashionable society,” ™ the the-
atre,” or “the dance”;in others it gratfies the nsatiable
craving for excitement at * the gambling table,” “the horse
race,” and in one case recalling to life the * cack fight,” which
we fancied had bean buried for generatinns , «n others sull 1
burdens the heart through “ love of gain ¥ i the way s paved
for ** selfishness,” * covetousness and dishonesty " ; and thus
this mighty evil is found to be the mother of * jealousies,”
strifes and the fruitful cause of “diwvisions * in the body of
Christ. With all these forms in which it iaanifests itself, its
air of respectability, its insidiousuess, workiong in the Charch
scarcely less powerfully than in the world, it is no surpnse to
read in report after.report that it “is the hindrance most
panfully expenenced by the Church.” Add to these ewils of
a more general kind, the demoralizing influence of bad com-
panionship at schos! complained of by one Session, the

fluone toth, 1y,

banefui power of novels of the baser sort, and the withem 15
influence of sceptical literature mentioned by two ate |
and you have some idea of the class of foes with which
Church of to-day is called to contend.

Some looking exclusively at such definite forms of eriy
drinkiog, gambling, and so forth, are able to report thai og
exert ‘*no appreciable influence on the life of the Choy
but in all repbrts that teke int2 account the full powery; B
insidious character of the +rorldly spirit, there comes the o J§
ambiguous testimony : **hicy retard growth within and vy §
out,” “ blunt the conscience,” ** neutralize the effect of spmesy
life and engender a secular sprit.”

The all-important question comes: What is the Chust
doing to counteract these evils ? As might be expected, u §
swers vary according to the nature of the evil contempar:, §
To meet soms of the forms of opposition, the most effecn
instrument seems to be the civil law, and sv from a gosy
number we hear the cry for " new legislation,” or beites o §
torcement of existing laws to stop the Sunday traffic, arren s
power of the salaon, shut up the gambling dzns, and ek P
inveterate smuggling that sows seeds of dishonesty inal't: |
der communities. Al doubtless good in its place, but L B
“the hangman's whip"” is a weapon unproved, and g R
we hear from every part of the Church that her great hopen 8
the tremendous conflict is not in law, but inthe full and fid
ful presentation of the Gospel. It is enforced byl B
moving power of a Sovereign's {ove ; by means of specid
mons it 1s brought to bear on the particular form of evil th
demands resistance. In personal dealing it is presentedwa) B
all the power of individual persuasiveness, but in whateverwy g
applied the hope of the Church unambiguously expressed s I
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our soldiers count it no hoeoo 3
to wield the Imperial blade, but girding their loinsvs |
truth, putting on the breastplate of righteousness, ‘aking %
shield of faith and bowing the knee in prayer, they dm
with tighter grasp the well furbished brand—the sword of ti ¥
Spirit, the Word of God, and thus armed go forth agaioy
foes, determined to preach that Gospel, which in all 3y
has proved itself to be the power of God unto salvation .

From the report thus presented there is abundant 2w 3
for thankfulness. We have a ministry, earnest, devoted ul |
true, who, untainted by the faintest suspicion of heren B
faithfully declare God's truth ; these are ably supported by
whole be 'y of the eldership, who to devotion and consecrata §
add their practical business expericnce to help to right ces B
ions on all quistions coming betore them ; godly women t
a féw, have consecrated themselves io all proper wisv §
labour with them in the Gospel, whi': as an advance o3
burning with all the enthusiasm of youth, we have or
young men and young women organized in Sabbath scbods
Bible classes and Christian societies, winning their compn
ions and leading them to the Saviour  But while oo s
side the prospect is so fair, we sse on the other st B
mighty hostile camp, not only holding the citadel of enls §
firmly entrenched, but active and aggressive, sowing the b §
seed on the very field already devoted to the Master, and t
only luring some to their ruin, but so deadening the lited
others that all their energy for service 1s bligbted and w8
ered. Standing face to face with such mighty foes, it is st |
for us to number our armies or count our converts, but mi |§
tbe knee bowed in prayer and the eye turned heavenwsd
to press on to ever new conquests, never vieldiog till by Geli
grace the banner of Immanuel shall wave triumphant o
every citadel “from Greenland’s icy mountains to Indas N
coral strand,” and Jerusalem shall be a praise in the e §
All of which is respectfully submitted. ]

WM. FARQUHARSON, Convener.

THE HOLY SPIRIT'S INTENT.

It does not make the shightest difference 1o this generaa B
wnat Isaiah’s ideas of what the prophecy attered 1o te iky §
first chapter meant.  But it is a matter of moment w uso |
know what the Holy Spirit meant for us in that fans B
.hapter. lIsaiah did not understand the great truth of e §
vicarious atonement 10 his words, “ And by His stnpes e §
are healed, but the Spirit knew, and has revealed it ano s §
0 the New Testament. And Isaab's ' environment ™ aiits §
ume concerns the doctrine of the atonement 1n his words;s 2
as much as does the colout of the prophet’s eyes.

T00 LATE.

“ Too late | The object in view is not attained ; thedr §
sire 15 not realized. Why? Not for want of knowledge, i B
the tume and the conditioas were well known, Not becaosd B
any real difficulty in the way, for there were both opportid B
ity and ability in the person who now bewalls hislt ¥
Sinply he allowed the matter to be neglected ; he did <t i
remember the inexorableness of law; he trusted that il
would be well, when he was not doing his part, and now 4 §
1s startled with the words, “ Too late.,” Salvation 15 s0 c&: 4
W is so easy and 50 preuious, and yet it s allowed tobels §
for simple want of attention. Time moves with an evets
easy step, until suddenly the door of eternity opens oo s B
startled one, and he sees that all is lost. Too late—that isd §
but that is everything.

RED and rosy cheeks follow the use of Dr. Williams' st §
Puis. They are nature’s remedy for driving out ali dised® 3
resulting from poor and watery blood, enriching that & 5§
fluid, building op th: nerves and promptly comectsf g
irrégularities, suppressions and the ills peculiar to fensales 3
Sold by all dealers, or sent post paid on_receipt of prict- &
soc. per box, or five boxes for $2—by addressing The D
Williams Med. Co., Trockville, Ont, ®



